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NEWS and VIEWS 

Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research 
Organization : Dr. F. W. G. White, C.B.E. 
DR. F. W. G. WHITE, deputy chairman of the Com

monwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organ
IzatiOn, Austraha, has been appointed chairman in 
succession to the late Sir Ian Clunies Ross. Dr. White, 
who is a New Zealander, went to Australia in 1941 
at the invitation of the Conunonwealth Government 
to help in Australia's effort to provide radar equipment 
for the Australian and United States Forces. When 
the Organization was formed in 1949 he became chief 
executive officer, and in 1957 deputy chairman. 
During the period of reconstruction following the 
War Dr. White played a leading part in building up 
the laboratories of C.S.I.R.O., which have since then 
assisted in the growth of Australia 's secondary 
industries. He was largely responsible for the estab
lishment of laboratories for m eteorological physics, 
coal research and building research. He has been 
active in sponsoring the formation of industrial 
research associations and in helping firms to create 
their own research facilities . Dr. White has taken a 
direct interest in the development and work of the 
Organization's laboratories concemed with biological 
research and has travelled widely to study agricultural 
and pastoral problems at first hand. Since 1946, 
when special funds were made available for wool 
research, he has devoted a considerable effort to the 
fonnding and development of the C.S .I.R.O. Wool 
Research Laboratories, which have done much to 
sustain wool in the competitive fibre markets of the 
world. 

Dr. White graduated as M.Sc. in 1928 in the 
University of New Zealand and later went to do 
research work at the Cavendish Laboratory, Cam
bridge. He was awarded the Ph.D. degree of the 
University of Cambridge in 1932. After a period as a 
University teacher in the University of London, he 
was appointed professor of physics at Canterbury 
University College in New Zealand. 

Dr. R. N. Robertson 
D.a. R. N. ROBERTSON, a distinguished Australian 

plant physiologist, has been appointed a full-time 
member of the executive of the Commonwealth 
Scientific and Industrial Research Organizat,ion in 
succession to Dr. F. W. G. White. Dr. Robertson 
is an outstanding research worker who has un
usually wide interests in both basic and applied 
aspects of plant physi.ology. Many of the complex 
problems facing the farmer and the fruit-grower can 
only be solved if we know how the plant functions
how it absorbs minerals from the soil and how it uses 
thom to bnild up its structure. Dr. Robort,son has 
been concerned with these basic problems throughout 
his career and particularly in his present position as 
loader of the Plant Physiology R esearch Unit jointly 
operated by the Division of Food Preservation and 
Transport of tho C'A:>mmonwealth Scientific and 
Industrial Research Organization and the University 
of Sydney. Work by Dr. Robertson and his colleagues 
on the growth and development of apples has led to 
an understanding of the reasons for the poor keeping 
quality of large fruit and fruit from light crops. His 

investigations on the maturity of peas have been of 
particular importance to the vegetable canning and 
freezing industries. DlU'ing the Second World War, 
Dr. Robertson gave valuable help to the food control 
authorities through his investigations on the causes 
of heating in stored wheat. Dr. Robertson has spent 
the past year as visiting professor of horticultural 
science at the University of California and is at 
present on a short visit to the University of Cam
bridge. 

Dr. Robertson was born in Melbourne in 1913. He 
graduated in science with first-class honours in botany 
at the University of Sydney in 1933 and continued 
postgraduate research at that University as Linnrean 
Macleay Fellow. He was awarded a research scholar
ship of the Royal Commission of the Exhibition of 
1851 and went to work at the University of Cam
bridge, receiving the Ph.D. degree for research in 
plant physiology. In 1945 he joined the staff of the 
Division of Food Preservation and Transport of the 
Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Organization 
and took charge of work on the storage of fresh fruit 
and vegetables. When a Plant Physiology Research 
Unit was formed in 1952 as a co-operative venture 
between the Division and the Botany School of the 
University of Sydney, Dr. Robertson became its 
leader. Dr. Robertson is a Fellow of the Australian 
Academy of Science and a corresponding member of 
the American Society of Plant Physiologists. The 
Royal Society of New South Wales awarded him its 
Clark Memorial Medal in 1954. For many years Dr. 
Robertson was secretary to the Australian National 
Research Conncil. 

Agricultural Chemistry in Aberystwyth : 
Prof. R. 0. Davies 

PROF. DAVIES has retired from the chair of agricul
tural chemistry, University College of Wales, Aberyst
wyth. His services to the University College of 
Wales and to the agricultural industry of the Princi
pality have extended from 1920 when he was 
appointed lectlU'er in agricultural chemistry; in 1939, 
he became h ead of the Department of Agricultural 
Chemistry in the College, which then also served as 
the agricultural advisory centre for the Mid-Wales 
area. On the establishment of the National Agricul
tural Advisory Service in 1946, he relinquished his 
post as advisory chemist and devoted his activities 
wholly to College work and to his interests in research . 

Prof. Davies has been especially concerned with 
problems of the nutritive values of lowland and upland 
swards and of milk composition, particularly in 
relation to their mineral constituents. His early 
work with A. L. Provan and W. J. Pugh established 
that an increase in the protein and mineral consti
tuents of milk occurred when cows were changed from 
winter rations to lowland pasture. Experimental 
work on upland swards with W. E. J. Milton (of the 
Welsh Plant Breeding Station) was begun in 1930; 
it shows that the mineral deficiencies of these swards 
can be rectified without resort to ploughing and 
reseeding. Long-term t.reatments of upland swards 
have led to the extinction of the native hill herbage 
and its replacement by species of high productivity 
and mineral content, which have beeome established 
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