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HIGHER EDUCATION IN EAST AFRICA 

I N 1954, a delegation, headed by Dr. (now Sir) 
Eric Ashby, was appointed to assist in planning 

the development of Makerere College, Uganda. In 
addition to indicating the general scope of the 
development which it thought appropriate, the 
delegation also made reference to the broad problem 
of developing higher education in East Mrica as a 
whole. As a result, a working party, under the chair
manship of Sir Alexander Carr-Saunders, visited 
East Africa in July 1955, to review in greater detail 
the requirements of higher education. Its findings 
were published in a White Paperl, in which the 
Governments of Kenya, Tanganyika, Uganda and 
Zanzibar fully accepted the desirability of further 
university college development, within the scope of 
a single University of East Africa. 

A second working party, under the leadership of 
Dr. J. F. Lockwood, visited East Mrica in July 
1958 to examine proposals for the creation of new 
institutions of higher education, in particular within 
the framework of a University of East Mrica. 

Its report>, recently published, contains four 
main recommendations, which are being considered 
by the East African Governments. (I) By re-organ
ization and extension, the Royal Technical College 
of East Mrica, in Nairobi, should, without delay, 
become a university college of a new type, in which 
academic and professional courses of equal standing 
would have their place with Faculties of Science, 
Arts, Engineering and Special Professional Studies. 
(2) That plans should be formed for the establish
ment of an inter-territorial university college in 
Tanganyika at Morogoro, to be opened in 1965-66, 
or as soon t.hereafter as possible. (3) That a univer
sity of East Africa should be created by 1966 and that 
the university colleges then existing, and any which 
may be founded thereafter, should be associated as 
constituent colleges of the university. (4) Since 
the carrying out of these recommendations will 
guarantee adequate provision for higher technological 
and professional training for some years ahead, no 
additional institutions offering facilities for these 
kinds of training should at present be contemplated. 

If these recommendations are accepted the new 
University of East Africa would have as its constitu
ent colleges, Makerere College, the Royal College of 
East Africa (the reorganized Royal Technical College) 
and the new university college in Tanganyika. 
The report adds: "The inter-racial character of the 
colleges we take for granted as an indispensable 
element in their fully liberal nature and outlook". 
That they should also be wholly inter-territorial was 
likely for many years to be a vital necessity in terms 
both of a.cademic need and of :finance. 

It is suggested that since the college in Nairobi 
would begin its career as a university college under 
the same system which now applies to Makerere 
College, students of the reconstructed college would 
work for degrees of the University of London, under 
a scheme of special relationship. The University of 
East Mrica, following its foundation, would grant 
its own degrees, for which students of all the colleges 
would read. Since the university college in Tangan
yika would probably not begin its teaching until 
after 1966, students of this college would, at the 
outset, read for degrees of the newly established 
university. 

Though realizing that its proposals are modest, 
the working party stresses that the cost, in terms both 
of capital and recurrent expenditure, will be high, and 
points out that the several Governments will be 
unlikely to be able to meet capital expenditure from 
their own joint resources. "The compulsion of their 
present circumstances will thus force them to lean 
heavily on expectations of generous grants from 
Colonial Development and Welfare funds." 

The report concludes with the hope that financial 
help will be forthcoming, for the individual colleges, 
from non-official sources, and pays tribute to generous 
gifts, which the Gandhi Memorial Academy Society 
has made to the Royal Technical College. 
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GLOEOSPORIUM IN APPLE STEM WOUNDS 

T WO contributions on Gloeosporium in apple 
stem wounds have recently appeared (J. Hart. 

Sci., 32, No. 2, 1959). R. 0. Sharples has reported on 
an investigation of the response of apple stems to 
wound infections by the fungus Gloeosporium peren
nans. In anatomical studies relating to the establish
ment of infections on apple branches he has shown 
that the defensive mechanism of the host includes the 
production of suberized barriers by bark phell~g~ns 
and the blocking of xylem vessels by gum depos1twn. 
These responses follow wounding, whether or not the 
wounds are inoculated with G. perennans; but the 
presence of the fungus delays_ the. response. ~ccord
ingly the size and form of les10n mduced by macula
tion are largely determined by the effect of the fungus 
in postponing the normal wound healing process. 

This effect, and consequently penetration by the 
pathogen, is greatest during the period of host 
dormancy. Invasion occurs most rapidly through 
the sieve-tubes and the vessels and fibres of the 
outer xylem; the longitudinal intercellular spread of 
hyphre through the cortex is slower. 

Intracellular infection of the pith and medullary 
ray cells occurs in pruning-wound infections. When 
the progress of the infection is arrested, the phellogen 
and cambium lay down barriers of callus tissue 
consisting of parenchymatous outer cells surrounding 
a core of wound wood. After the lesion has been thus 
isolated, the fungus persists as a saprophyte and 
eventually forms acervuli on the exposed dead 
host tissue. A limited spread of infection past the 
suberized barriers occasionally appears to take 
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