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operational problems and experience of weapon 
development. He obtained a first-class honours 
degree in physics in the University of London and 
entered the Civil Service in 1932. He served at the 
Royal Aircraft Establishment until 1936 and was 
then transferred to Air Ministry Headquarters. He 
was attached to the Royal Air Force Station at 
Biggin Hill as the scientific officer associated with the 
now well-known air defence experiment.s which 
were initiated by Sir Henry Tizard and his committee. 
When he returned to the Air Ministry he was still 
closely concerned with air defence problems and in 
addition became joint secretary of a committee 
under Sir George Thomson to advise the Government 
on the practicability of an atomic bomb. He was 
for a time responsible for arranging the officially 
sponsored work in various universities. In 1941, he 
was put in charge of the newly formed Operational 
Research Section, Bomber Command, which analysed 
the Command's operations from all aspects and made 
contl'ibutions to the knowledge available to the 
Command staff, which led to increased efficiency and 
improved oporational methods. After the War, at 
Air Ministry Headquarters, he assisted in the estab
lishment of the peace-time organization of operational 
research in the Royal Air Force. During 1948-1952 
he was director of technical personnel administration 
in the Ministry of Supply where his main work was 
the planning of recruitment of technical staff particu
larly in the fields of guided weapons and atomic 
weapons. He returned to the Air Ministry as deputy 
to the scientific adviser, whose duties were to advise 
the Air Staff on the influence of the new weapons 
on strategy and tactics and to direct operational 
research. He was then appointed director of guided 
weapon research and development in the Ministry of 
Supply, where he was responsible for much of the 
Ministry's research and development work on guided 
weapons for all three Services. In a reorganization 
in 1958 his work was concentrated on the development 
of the British intermediate range ballistic missile. 

Mr. P. A. Hufton 
MR. P. A. HuFToN has been promoted to become 

chief scientific officer and appointed head of the Aero
dynamics Department at the Royal Aircraft Estab
lishment in succession to Mr. L. F. Nicholson, who is 
the new director general of scientific research (air), 
Ministry of Supply. Mr. Hufton graduated in 
engineering at the University of Manchester in 1933 
and obtained his M.Sc. degree a year later. He 
joined the Aerodynamics Department of the Royal 
Aircraft Establishment in December 1934 and after 
working for a short period on low-speed research, 
transferred to the Aerodynamic Research Flight 
where he remained until March 1946. Before the 
War, he worked part-time with C. N.H. Lock at the 
National Physical Laboratory on propeller theory 
and experiments. During the War he was responsible 
for take-off and landing research, particularly for 
heavily loaded aircraft, rocket-assisted take-off, 
development and flight testing of high-lift devices, 
and work on carrier landings for the Royal Navy. 
In the spring of 1946 he moved to the Aeroplane and 
Armament Experimental Establishment at Boscombe 
Down as superintendent of performance. He 
returned to the Aerodynamics Department, Royal 
Aircraft Establishment, Farnborough, in October 
1953, in charge of the Supersonics Division and moved 
to the Royal Aircraft Establishment at Bedford as 
head of the Aerodynamics Division in September 

~957. A year later Mr. Hufton became chief super
mtendent of the Royal Aircraft Establishment at 
Bedford in succession to Mr. L. H. G. Sterno. 

Chemistry at the Royal College of Science and 
Technology, Glasgow: 

Prof. F. S. Spring, F.R.S. 
PRoF. F. S. SPRING, who is 1·etiring from the chair of 

chemistry in the Royal College of Science and 
Technology, Glasgow, graduated at the Universitv 
of Liverpool under Sir Ian Hoilbron and received hi~ 
first appointment in 1930 in the University of 
Manche~ter, where he remained for sixteen years. 
After Sn· Ian Heilbron moved from Liverpool to the 
chair of organic chemistry in Manchester he and 
Spring worked in close collaboration over a number 
of years and made notable contributions to our 
knowledge of the chemistry of the sterols, vitamin D, 
and the triterpenes. During this period Prof. 
Spring's work was particularly associated with tho 
structure of ergosterol and calciferol, and with the 
(3-amyrin group of triterpenes. Prof. Spring was 
elected to the Freeland chair of chemistry at the 
Royal Technical College (now the Royal College of 
Science and Technology) in Glasgow in 1946. Here 
he has developed a flourishing school of research in tho 
chemistry of the triterpenes and of certain heterocyclic 
systems. Prof. Spring was a Tilden Lecturer of the 
Chemical Society and was elected a Follow of the 
Royal Society in 1952. 

Prof. P. L. Pauson 
DR. PETEl~ LUDWIG P AUSON, who has been 

appointed to succeed Prof. Spring, graduated at the 
University of Glasgow with first-class honoUI'S in 
chemistry in 1946, and proceeded to Sheffield as 
holder of a Henry Ellison Research Fellowship. There 
he worked under R. D. Haworth on purpurogallin 
and was awarded the degree of Ph.D. in 1949, having 
already shown his versatility by giving good service 
as temporary assistant lecturer in inorganic chemistry. 
He spent the next fom years in the United States, 
first as assistant professor at Duquesne University, 
Pitt.sburgh, then as Research Fellow successively at 
the University of Chicago and at Harvard. It was 
then that he discovered the novel 'sandwich com
pound', dicyclopentadienyl-iron, usually known as 
ferrocene. The interest aroused by this substance and 
its relatives was such that, less than four years later, 
Dr. Pauson could publish a timely review article on 
work in this field, with eighty-eight references. He 
returned in 1953 to the University of Sheffield, 
where he now holds the post of reader, vigorously 
pursuing the investigation of these remarkable sub
stances, both as quite exceptional cases of metallic 
co-ordination and as organic aromatic systems of a. 
new type. 

Nuclear Physics at the University of the Witwaters
rand : Prof. J. P. F. Sellschop 
DR. J. P. F. SELLSCHOP has been appointed to 

the chair of nuclear physics at the University of the 
Witwatersrand as f!'Om July l. He will continuo 
to be director of the University's Nuclear Physics 
Research Unit, to which position he was appointed 
in 1956. Prof. Sellschop, who at the age of 29 becomes 
the youngest professor in the University, is at present 
in Britain carrying out research at the Atomic Energy 
Establishment at Harwell for six months. He is a 
member of the Research Advisory Committee of the 
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