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was particularly concerned with short- and ultra
short-wave radio systems and with multi-channel 
telephony and television transmission over coaxial 
cables. He was involved in the development of the 
first tr~ns-Atlantic mdio-telephone service, visiting 
the Umted States in connexion with this in 1927. 
He was also closely connected with work on the 
remote-controlled short-wave radio transmitters when 
the Post Office Rugby Radio Station extension was 
being designed. He was in charge of the Post Office 
Radio Branch during much of the war period. He 
became deputy engineer-in-chief of the Post Office in 
1954. Mr. Mumford has been a vice-president of the 
Institution of Electrical Engineers since I 958. 

Capt. C. F. Booth, 0.8.E. 

CAPT. C. F . BooTH started in the Post Office in 
1923 and was for twenty-five years in the Radio 
Branch Laboratories of the Post Office Research 
Station at Dollis Hill. He is an international expert 
on quartz-crystal and primary-frequency standards 
and is part author of a comprehensive text-book on 
the subject "Quartz Vibrators and their Applica
tions". He is at present leading the United Kingdom 
delegation to the International T elecommunications 
Union Radio Conference in Geneva. In 1952, Capt. 
Booth was appointed deputy director of the newly 
established External Telecommunications Union. 
He returned to the Engineering D epartment as 
assistant engineer-iri-chief of the Post Office in 1954. 

Mr. D. A. Barron 

MR. D. A. BARRON was born in Bristol in 1907 
and was educated at Bristol Grammar School and 
the University of Bristol. He entered the Post Office 
Engineering Department as a probationary assistant 
engineer in 1927 and gained his early experience in 
the Technical Section of the former South Western 
Engineering District at Bristol and in Plymouth. 
He was transferred to the Telephone Branch of the 
Engineer-in-Chief's Office in 1940 as assistant staff 
engineer. In 1945, he led a team which went to 
India to p1·epare plans for the transfer of the Calcutta 
telephone service to automatic working. On his 
return to Britain in 194 7 he was placed in charge of 
a working party which examined the problems of 
subscriber trunk dialling which was introduced in 
Bristol a year ago. He was appointed assistant 
engineer-in-chief in 1954. 

Animal Research at the Commonwealth Scientific 
and Industrial Research Organization : 

Mr_ D. A. Gill 

MR. D. A. GILL, chief of the Commonwealth 
Scientific and Industrial Research Organization 
Division of Animal H ealth and Production, has 
retired after a lifetime of service to the animal 
industry. A graduate of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, London, he joined the Organ
ization in 1934, succeeding the late Sir Ian Clunies 
Ross as officer-in-charge of the McMaster Animal 
Health L aboratory in the grounds of the University 
of Sydney. He took a leading part in the practical 
development of methods for the control of blow-fly 
strike in sheep_ He has been influential in improving 
facilities for research for the sheep indlliltry and 
was closely associated with the establishment of the 
Organization's laboratories at Prospect and Armi
dale, New South Wales, and Yeerongpilly, Queens-

land. ]'or some years Mr. Gill lecturn<l on veterinary 
bacteriology at the University of Sydney. During 
the Second World War he was seconded for a time as 
pas~oral adviser to the Department of War Organ-
1zat1on of Industry. Instead of appointing a suc
cessor to Mr. Gill. the executive of the Common
wealth Scientific a~d Industrial Research Organiza
tion has decided to split the large division (which has 
an annual budget of £850,000) into three divisions, 
namely, the Division of Animal Genetics, the Division 
of Animal Health and the Division of Animal 
Physiology. 

Dr. J. M. Rendel 

THE new chief of the Division of Animal Genetics 
will be Dr. J. M. Rendel, of Sydney. Dr. R endel 
went to Alliltralia in 1951 from the Institute of 
Animal Genetics in Edinburgh. As assistant chief of 
the Division of Animal Health and Production he 
has taken part in much of the Organization's animal 
breeding work, and has been particularly interested 
in cattle. In 1958 he made a report on the cattle 
industry in Papua and New Guinea for the Depart
ment of Territories . 

Dr. T. $_ Gregory 

DR. T. S. GREGORY, of Melbourne, has been 
appointed chief of the Division of Animal Health , 
with Dr. D. F. Stewart, of Sydney, as associate chief. 
Dr. Gregory has been on the Organization's staff 
since 1926, except for a period of eight years as 
lecturer in bacteriology at the University of Mel
bourne, and during the Second World War. 

Dr. I. W. McDonald 

THE Division of Animal Physiology will be led by 
Dr. I. W. McDonald. of Sydney. Dr. McDonald 
gained a Hawkesbury diploma in agriculture before 
undertaking his course in veterinary science at the 
University of Sydney. Before being appointed 
officer-in-charge of the Organization's Sheep Biology 
Laboratory at Prospect in 1955, he had spent several 
years at the Institute of Animal Physiology in 
Cambridge, England. 

Underground Test Explosions in Britain 

THE Prime Minister said in the House of Commons 
on July 30 that H.M. Government has decided that 
tests involving small underground firings of con
ventional explosives should be carried out in the 
United Kingdom to obtain information on the 
detectability of small underground nuclear explosions. 
He emphasized that no radioactive materials would 
be used. The United Kingdom Atomic Energy 
Authority more recently announced that preparations 
were in hand for the first series of tests to be 
carried out towards the end of this year in a disused 
mineshaft in the Kit Hill area, north of Callington, 
Cornwall. The Atomic Energy Authority, in con
sultation with the Atomic Energy Division of the 
Geological Survey, has now located a suitable site 
for a further series of tests at the Greenside lead 
mine, Glenridding, W estmorland. This mine was 
about to be closed. The owners of the mine are 
co-operating in the arrangements and have agreed 
to carry out the civil engineering work involved in 
preparing the underground chambers in the mine for 
the test,s. Preparations at the mine will begin shortly, 
and it is planned to carry out the tests in a few weeks 
time. The potential productive capacity of the mine 
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