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Advanced Technology, designated as such by the 
Minister of Education in 1956. In this period, too, 
he became increasingly concerned with the problems 
of technical education at national level. This was 
especially true of his work as a member of the Percy 
Committee which reported in 1946, and greatly 
influenced the development of post-war technical 
education. He was president of the Association of 
Principals of Technical Institutions in 1932, and 
chairman of Council of Association of Technical 
Institutions in 1951. He was a member of Council 
of the Institution of Mechanical Engineers during 
1941-42, 1948-50. First and foremost a Glasgow 
man, he was educated at 'Vhitehill School, then at the 
then Royal Technical College, and served his appren
ticeship with the North British Locomotive Company. 
He returned to the College as director in 1946, and 
the new engineering block, the recently opened 
students union, the Residential School of Management 
Studies at Bearsden, and the new students residences 
are visible signs of his vigorous leadership. He has 
continued to serve on a large number of bodies at 
national level, and was knighted in 1957. After 
the manner of present times, we may hope that Sir 
David will not retire from all public work, otherwise 
the constructive contributions of his incisive mind 
will bA greatly missed. 

Dr. S. C. Curran, F.R.S. 
THE Governors of the Royal College of Science 

and Technology, Glasgow, have announced the 
appointment of Dr. S. C. Curran as principal in 
succession to Sir David Anderson, the retiring director. 
Dr. Curran studied at the Universities of Glasgow 
and Cambridge, graduating M.A., B.Sc., Ph.D. 
(Glas.) , and Ph.D. (Cantab.). His early research es 
were concerned with radiation phenomena and new 
methods of detection. ~ile at St. John's College, 
Cambridge, and the Cavendish Laboratory, he 
pioneered in investigations of proton capture. 

During the Second World War he shared in the 
successful work of the Royal Aircraft Establishment 
on proximity fuses and of the Telecommunications 
Research Establishment on the research and develop
ment of centimetre radar, having charge of one of the 
groups responsible for H ,S and ASV; thereafter he 
joined the British Mission on Atomic Weapons in the 
United States. At Berkeley h e discovered the original 
form of the scintillation counter and the vacuum 
carbon arc. Later at the University of Glasgow he 
introduced the modern form of proportional counter, 
determining with it the form of novel beta-spectra 
such as that of tritium. An active t·esearch group 
soon grew up wider his leadership. 

In early 1955 he joined the Atomic Weapons 
Research Establishment, where he later became a chief 
scientist and member of the Management Board 
responsible for the divisions of Nuclear Research and 
Electronics. He also served as visiting member on 
the Harwell Management Board. A considerable 
growth of nuclear research has taken place at Alder
maston during his years there. 

Dr. Curran was awarded the D.Sc. and Kelvin 
Prize of Glasgow in 1950 and elected to fellowship 
of the Royal Society in 1953. 

Jean Senebier (1742-1809) 
JEAN SENEBIER, who died of "une cruelle maladie" 

at Genova 150 years ago on July 22, 1809, is an 
anomalous figure in the history of botany. A clergy
man untrained in the scientific method, yet possessing 

the true scientific spirit, endowed with curiosity, 
intelligence, and industry, h e had many interests: 
theology, botany, microscopy, physics, chemistry, 
m et eorology, library classification. His tiresome 
rhetoric prevented his being appreciated by his 
generation. The son of a protestant tradesman of 
French origin, he was born on May 6, 1742, at Geneva, 
where he became pastor in 17 65 and chief librarian in 
1773. In 1792 political unrest banished him from the 
city for seven years. Senebier is remembered chiefly 
for his studies on the influence of light on vegetation. 
Jan Ingenhousz, an engineer of Dut ch extraction, in 
1779, introduced the concept of balance of animal 
and vegetable life by showing that plants generate 
dephlogisticated air. This activity was demonstrated 
by Senebier between 1782- 88 to be confined to the 
green parts of plants which, under the influence of 
sunlight, convert fixed air (carbon dioxide) into 
dephlogisticated air (oxygen). His ''Memo ires physico
chimiques sur !'influence de la lumiere solaire pour 
modifier les etres des trois regnes de la nature" in 
three volumes were publish ed in 1782. The first to 
formulate a theory, in strictly chemical terms, of 
vegetable nutrition in his 'tediously prolix' (Sachs) 
five -volume "Physiologie vegetale" (1800), he stimu
la t ed his fellow Genevan, Nicholas Theodore de 
Saussure, to write his "Recherches chimiques sur 
la vegetation" (1804), which was to eclipse his own 
work. He was a coresponding member of the Institut 
de France and of the Royal Academy of Turin. 

International Commission on Higher Education in 
Nigeria 
Sm ERIC AsHBY (vice-chancellor of the Queen's 

University of Belfast and master-elect of Clare 
College, Cambridge) returned from Lagos on May 7, 
after attending the inaugural meeting of the Inter
national Commission on Higher Education in Nigeria. 
The Commission (Natwre, 183, 1231 ; 1959), with Sir 
Eric Ashby as chairman, consist s of two other United 
Kingdom members, Dr. J. Lockwood (master of 
Birkbeck College) and Dr. G. E . Watts (principal of 
Brighton Technical College) ; and three Americru1. 
members, Dr. Frank Keppel (dean of the Graduate 
School at Harvard University), Dr. Eric Walker 
(president of Pennsylvania State University) and 
Prof. H. W. Hannah (associate dean of agriculture, 
University of Illinois). The Nigerian members are 
Shettima Kashim (formerly Federal Minister of Social 
Services, chairman of Nigerian College of Tech
nology), Prof. K. 0. Thke (vice·principal and pro
fessor of history, University College, Ibadan) and 
Dr. S. D. Onabamiro (senior research fellow in 
parasitology, University College, Ibadan). 

Sir Eric Ashby, speaking at the inauguration 
meeting in Lagos on May 4, described the decision 
to set up a Joint Nigerian-United States-United 
Kingdom Commission as a "Landmark in educational 
history" as this was the first time that such an 
international group had been appointed to study 
higher education in Nigeria. H e assured the meeting 
that the Commission would be able to recommend 
some of the educational n eeds of the first twenty 
years of Nigerian independence could be met, and 
that it would do its best to prepare for Nigeria some
thing which could be turned into action. 

'Procinyl' Dyes 
Imperial Chemical Industries, Ltd., has introduced 

'Procinyl' dyes, a new class of disperse dyes. It is 
claimed that the initial four 'Procinyl' dyos display 
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