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OBITUARIES 

Sir William Larke, K.B.E. 
SrR WILLIAM JAMES LARKE, who died on April 29, 

three days after his eighty-fourth birthday, deserves 
honourable remembrance among scientists for his 
powerful advocacy of scientific research in the ser
vice of industry. Born in 1875, educated at Colfe's 
School, and trained as an engineer with H. F. Joel 
and Co., Finsbury, and Siemens Brothers at Wool
wich, Larke was engineer and manager of the British 
Thomson-Houston Company's power and mining 
department from 1899 until 1912, when he became 
executive engineer. During the First World War he 
served with the Ministry of Munitions and was 
appointed director-general of raw materials in 1919. 

In 1922 Larke accepted an invitation to become 
director of the National Federation of Iron and Steel 
Manufacturers and it was here that he found his 
first experience of organizing co-operative research 
for an entire industry. The result was the establish
ment of the Iron and Steel Industrial Research 
Council, of which Sir William was the chairman from 
1938 until 1945, and ultimately of the British Iron and 
Steel R esearch Association, which now carries on the 
work. 

Sir Charles Goodeve, director of the British Iron 
and Steel Research Association, writes : "B.I .S.R.A. 
is now the largest of the research associations and it 
may not be generally appreciated that its predecessor 
operated on a small scale with a headquarters staff 
of about fifteen acting as the t echnical department 
of the British Iron and Steel Federation. Under 
the guidance of Larke and the head of the British 
Iron and Steel Federation Technical Department, 
the late Mr. E. C. Evans, a substantial and effective 
research programme was carried out with a very 
modest budget, and few can have excelled Larke and 
Evans in their ability to stretch available funds to 
the utmost. They had no laboratories of their own 
and much of the programme was carried out by 
works personnel or in academic institutions under 
the general direction of committees serviced by the 
small central staff. But this staff also did practical 
work themselves, and the goodwill built up by Larke 
in steel companies and in university laboratories 
meant that facilities were readily provided. Between 
1924 and 1939 studies of the performance of blast 
furnaces, open hearth furnaces and rolling mills were 
carried out and several of the fundamental principles 
governing efficiency were determined. Many of the 

methods used were basically similar to those which 
are now known as operational research". 

Sir William was sixty when, in 1935, the inter
national symposium on welding organized by the 
Iron and Steel Institute convinced him of the 
importance of the new processes for the joining of 
metals and of the need for an effective programme 
of fundamental research in this field. He was then 
a member of the advisory council to the Committee 
of the Privy Council for Scientific and Industrial 
Research, and with characteristic energy set himself 
to reorganize the Institution of Welding Engineers 
and to secure for it the support of such eminent 
engineers as the late Sir Alexander Gibb, and from 
the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research 
and industry the financial backing necessary for a. 
co-operative research organization in welding. From 
the Institute of Welding's Welding R esearch Council, 
of which Larke was chairman from its formation in 
1936, came research results of great value in the war
effort of 1939-46, and out of it the present British 
Welding Research Association was formed in 1946. 

A leader of scientific research rather than a 
scientist, Larke inspired both affection and respect 
in those who worked with him, and the impress of 
his critical and constructive mind remains in many 
institutions in the field of engineering and metallurgy. 
He was exceptional in his readiness to welcome new 
ideas late in life, retaining to the end a lively and 
informed interest in the institutions to which he had 
given so much, where a generation now in sight of 
retirement remembers the kindly wisdom of his 
advice and the high standards of efficiency and 
service which he set them as their goal. 

Guy PARSLOE 

Prof. William Moffitt 

ON December 19, 1958, William Moffitt, associate 
professor of chemistry in Harvard University, died 
suddenly of a heart attack at the age of thirty-three 
in Cambridge, Massachusetts. Thus ended a brilliant 
career which already had a great impact on his chosen 
field of theoretical chemistry and seemed destined 
to go on to even higher levels of achievement. 

Moffitt was born on November 9, 1925, in Berlin. 
His father, a British citizen, was in Germany on a 
government mission. Moffitt's early schooling was 
by private tutoring, but at the age of eleven he became 
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