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accelerated. This chamber will be one of the largest 
plastic structures ever made. 

Extension to the Chester Beatty Research Institute 
ON July 16, Sir Chester Beatty laid the foundation 

stone of an extension to the Chester Beatty Research 
Institute. The cost of the extension (£200,000), 
which will double the existing accommodation, is 
being defrayed from a trust fund deriving from the 
charitable public, and administered for the benefit 
of the Institute by the Board of Governors of the 
Royal Marsden Hospital. A contribution of £40,000 
has also been made by the W ellcome Trust, in 
respect of which the extension will include a W ellcome 
Laboratory of Pharmacology and Experimental 
Chemotherapy. The Research Institute of the then 
Cancer Hospital, established in 1909-10 and opened 
in 1911 by H.R.H. the Duke of Connaught, was 
directed successively by the late Dr. Alexander 
Paine, Dr. Archibald Leith and Sir Ernest Kennaway. 
In 1938, Sir Chester Beatty (who was then president 
of the Hospital) bought, equipped and presented the 
existing building, which thenceforth became the 
Chester Beatty Research Institute. The Institute is 
now part of the Institute of Cancer Research : Royal 
Cancer Hospital, which in turn is a school of the 
University of London, and an institute of the British 
Postgraduate Medical Federation. The Institute 
obtains its main support from the Medical Research 
Council and the British Empire Cancer Campaign, 
and donations and legacies are received from the 
public. Generous help has also been given by the 
U.S. Public Health Service and other American 
sources such as the Jane Coffin Childs Memorial Fund 
for Medical Research and the Anna Fuller Fund of 
New Haven, and the Rosenstiel Foundation of New 
York City. The new building, of which the architects 
are Messrs. Lanchester and Lodge, will be formally 
opened in 1960, when the Institute celebrates its 
jubilee year. 

First Atomic Merchant Ship 
THE special illustrated supplement to the June 20 

issue of Atoms for Peace Digest is devoted to a detailed 
description of the N.S. Savannah, the world's first 
atomic merchant ship, which was launched by Mrs. 
Eisenhower on July 21, at the New York Ship
building Company's Yard in Camden, N.J. The 
Savannah, a joint project of the U.S. Maritime 
Administration and the Atomic Energy Commission, 
has been built mainly to promote the peaceful uses 
of atomic energy and will not be commercially com
petitive. The vessel is named after the S.S. Savannah, 
the first steam ship to cross the Atlantic, which 
started her voyage from Savannah, Georgia, to 
Liverpool on May 22, 1819, and is a combination 
passenger-cargo vessel, 595 ft. long, with a beam of 
78 ft. She can carry 9,500 tons of cargo and accom
modate 60 passengers, and will be manned by a 
crew of about 100. Her speed is estimated at 20¼ 
knots. The Savannah's reactor consists of a system 
of advanced design using pressurized water as a 
coolant and moderator, and fuel elements with about 
4 per cent uranium-235 enrichment. The active 
core, which is 66 in. high and 62 in. mean diameter, 
contains the fissile rnaterial-7,050 kgm. of uranium 
oxide in 32 fuel rods, clad in stainless steel. There is a 
surrounding pressure vessel, primary shield, contain
ing vessel and secondary shield, of 2,500 tons total 
gross weight. The reactor will supply 7 4 MW. of 
heat, providing sufficient power for the vessel to 

operate for about three years and to sail 300,000 naut
ical miles without refuelling. JG is being built by 
Babcock and Wilcox at Lynchburg in Virginia at 
a cost of about ten million dollars. The total cost of 
the ship will be about 40 million dollars. 

Labour Statistics 
THE Interdepartmental Committee on Social and 

Economic Research has recently issued a revised 
version of its guide to the statistics collected by the 
Ministry of Labour and National Service (Guides to 
Official Sources: No. 1, Labour Statistics. H.M. 
Stationery Office, London, 1959. 5s.). The oppor
tunity has been taken to bring the material in the 
original edition up to date and to include a historical 
section, showing the development of labour statistics 
in Britain since the end of the nineteenth century. 
The topics covered include statistics of employment, 
unemployment, placings and vacancies, miscellaneous 
man-power statistics, wage rates, earnings and actual 
hours worked, strikes and industrial disputes, indus
trial accidents, the cost of living, retail prices and 
family budgets. Each of the sections is followed by 
a comprehensive bibliography of official sources. 

World Distribution of Atmospheric Water Vapour 
Pressure 
THE Meteorological Office is much more than a 

forecasting institution. It is the public repository of 
knowledge regarding the weather, and among its 
many functions is the provision of data on a world
wide scale for a variety of users. "World Distribution 
of Atmospheric Water Vapour Pressure", by G. A. 
Tunnell (Geophysical Memoirs, No. 100. Pp. i+61. 
M.O. 584h. London: H.M. Stationery Office, 1958. 
10s. net) is an atlas of the distribution over the whole 
world of the daily mean of atmospheric water vapour 
pressure for the months January, April, July and 
October, based on records from 3,500 stations. There 
follows a brief survey of the world distribution of 
diurnal variation of vapour pressure in different 
climates. Information concerning atmospheric 
humidity in all parts of the world is thus available in 
compact form for industrialists and others who may 
require it. Mapping is done by means of isopleths. 
In common with all such maps, the distributions so 
revealed have many interesting features not always 
readily explained. For example, taking account of 
the characteristics of Russia, is the breadth of the 
patch of higher vapour pressure shown both in 
January and July near Kazan real? The midsummer 
variations in the mean vapour pressure over South 
Australia are also noteworthy. An agreeable pub. 
lication, clearly printed, informative, and stimulating 
in respect of the distribution shown ; the policy of 
the Meteorological Office in producing such memoirs 
will be widely welcomed. 

The Customs and Religion of the Ch 'iang 
THE Ch'iang inhabit a mountainous region in 

Szechwan in western China and grow maize as 
the main crop. They speak a Burmese-Tibetan 
language and are said to have formerly lived in 
north-eastern China. For some time past, however, 
they have been losing their own culture and adopting 
that of the Chinese, with whom they were earlier in 
conflict. We have such meagre information on the 
non-Chinese population of China that almost any 
report is of value. Mr. D. C. Graham (Rmithsonian 
Miscellaneous Collections, 135, No. 1 : The Customs 
and Religion of the Ch'iang. Pp. vii .. L 114+ 16 plates. 
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