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period of office there has been a notable growth of the 
scientific spirit in the Minister's establishments. 
Under his stimulus the research and development 
work carried out in the Ministry has proved ex
ceptionally fruitful, and is probably better in spite 
of national economic conditions than anything like 
it in the world. His colleagues will miss him greatly 
in his retirement. 

The U.S. National Radio Astronomy Observatory : 
Prof. Otto Struve, For.Mem.R.S. 

PROF. OTTO STRUVE has been appointed the first 
director of the National Radio Astronomy Observa
tory, Green Bank, West Virginia. The Observatory 
is being constructed and will be operated by Associ
ated Universities, Inc., under contract to the National 
Science Foundation. Prof. Struve is at present 
professor of astronomy in the University of California 
and has been director of the Leuschner Observat-0ry 
since 1950. He assumed his duties on July 1. An 
astronomer of international reputation, he has pub
lished approximately a thousand papers concerned 
with the problems of stellar spectra and other aspects 
of astrophysics. Although his principal scientific 
interest has been his important research on the 
properties of variable stars, his interests have extended 
more generally over the whole field of astronomy. 

The National Radio Astronomy Observatory has 
been designed to supplement facilities available to 
research scientists of the universities by making 
available large and precise radio telescopes not 
hitherto available to American astronomers. Among 
these new instruments are the 85-ft. Howard E. 
Tatel precision radio telescope recently put into 
operation, the 140-ft. radio telescope now under con
struction, and a variety of auxiliary devices for radio 
astronomy. The Observatory is operated by a small 
permanent staff in co-operation with an increasing 
number of visiting scientists from various parts of 
the world. 

1964 Olympic Games: Prof. Ryotaro Azuma 
THAT the 1964 Olympic Games are to be held in 

Tokyo is largely due to the efforts of Ryotaro Azuma, 
formerly professor of pharmacology in the University 
of Tokyo, who was recently elected governor of Tokyo. 
Azuma, a distinguished member of the Japanese 
scientific community, has always encouraged the 
Olympic ideal of friendship and sportsmanship in 
international relations. He is a keen sportsman 
himself-he has rowed for the University of Tokyo; 
he also introduced the 'shell' to Japan from Britain, 
where he studied at University College, London, 
during 1922-24. Azuma is a member of the Inter
national Olympic Committee and in 1947 he was 
asked to head the Japan Athletic Federation. He 
played an important part in organizing the Asian 
Games which were held in Tokyo in 1958. Under 
his leadership sports for enjoyment, as opposed to 
sports as a form of regimentation, have had an 
immense success in Japan. Azuma sees a very close 
connexion between sport and Japan's post-war 
constitution renouncing militarism ; but in his own 
words : "We must still educate the younger genera
tion that it is not a disgrace to lose if you do your 
best". 

Overseas Research Council 
THE Overseas Research Council promised at the 

Commonwealth Trade and Economic Conference 
at Montreal last September has now been estab-

lished. In a statement in the House of Lords, 
Lord Hailsham said that the Council, of which 
Dr. R. S. Aitken will be chairman, will provide a 
central point to which Commonwealth Governments 
and research institutions can refer for advice and 
information, and it will advise generally on United 
Kingdom co-operation in scientific research overseas. 
There are no geographical restrictions in the Council's 
terms of reference, and matters concerning scientific 
development in Colonial territories, in Common
wealth countries and in countries outside the Com
monwealth, can equally be referred to it. Moreover, 
in promoting such development Lord Hailsham said 
the Council could look to possible collaboration 
between Great Britain and other Commonwealth 
countries, countries outside the Commonwealth, such 
as the United States, and international agencies, such 
as those of the United Nations and the charitable 
foundations. Asked whether the members would 
be paid, Lord Hailsham said he would require notice 
before replying in detail but he believed certain officers 
might be paid. There would be a certain amount of 
travelling and the members of the Council had been 
selected largely for their knowledge of overseas 
territories and connexions with science in them. 

The other members of the Council are : Sir Jock 
Campbell, Sir Charles Dodds, Sir Harold Himsworth, 
Sir Joseph Hutchinson, Dr. R. Lewthwaite, Prof. J. 
McMichael, Sir Harry Melville, Mr. E. D. W. Nye, 
Sir Arnold Plant, Sir William Slater, Dr. H. G. 
Thornton and Sir Solly Zuckerman. The Council 
will advise the Privy Council Committee on Overseas 
Research, which consists of the Lord President of the 
Council and the Secretaries of State for Common
wealth Relations, the Colonies and Foreign Affairs. Its 
terms of reference comprise advice on the formulation 
of United Kingdom policy in respect (a) of scientific 
research undertaken in or for overseas territories 
within or without the Commonwealth, (b) of methods 
of making the results of research available in these 
territories, and (c) of assistance to the scientific 
services of these territories ; on the co-ordination 
of the activities of United Kingdom Government 
organizations in the development of science in the 
civil sphere in overseas territories ; and on co-opera
tion within the Commonwealth, with other countries 
and with international agencies in promoting such 
development. 

National Institute for Research in Nuclear Science 
CONTRACTS for more than £430,000 have been 

placed by the National Institute for Research in 
Nuclear Science for the manufacture of the magnet 
coils required to energize the 7 ,000-ton electromagnet 
of the 7,000-MeV. proton synchrotron. This machine, 
which has been named Nimrod, is being built for 
the Institute by the United Kingdom Atomic Energy 
Authority at the Rutherford High Energy Labora
tory, Harwell. Contracts have been awarded to 
British Copper Refiners, Ltd., of Prescot, Lanes., for 
the supply of more than 300 tons of refined copper 
(from which the coils are to be made), in the form 
of cast billets; to James Booth and Co., Ltd., of 
Birmingham for extrusion of the cast copper into 
hollow rectangular bars; and to Metropolitan-Vickers 
Electrical Co., Ltd., of Manchester, for the manu
facture of the finished coils from the extruded bars. 
The Institute has also awarded a substantial con
tract to Marston Excelsior, Ltd., of Wolverhampton, 
for the development and supply of the reinforced 
plastic vacuum chamber in which the protons are 
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