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much more use of by teachers everywhere and could 
revolutionize existing training methods in industry ; 
adoption of these principles could so influence pro
ductivity that the well-being of many under-privileged 
peoples could be improved. The all-too-prevalent 
rule-of-thumb methods used to control industry, 
which were described by Sir Alexander Fleck at 
Glasgow last year, would quickly disappear if Sir 
James Gray's biological principles were widely 
adopted in education and training. 

From his own education and experience, Sir James 
treads a well-worn path in pleading for a wider out
look in the teaching of science. Where the majority 
of children are still leaving school without any real 
a cquaintance with science, it is right that the president 
of the British Association should support his pre
decessors in advocating the teaching of science to 
more children more often. Adults, too, should 
not be neglected, and much responsibility rests 
on existing and projected area organizations of the 
British Association. In those areas where they have 
already gone to work they have taken on their tasks 
with enthusiasm and energy. They can do much to 
support their president and to make the British 
Association once more regarded not only as an 
organization which holds an annual meeting, but also 
as the spearhead for spreading interest in science 
throughout Great Britain. In so doing they can 
also help the British people to understand more 
deeply the meaning of democracy and to accept the 
responsibilities it brings . 

THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING 
HUMAN 

The Importance of Being Human 
Some Aspects of the Christian Doctrine of Man. 
By E . L . Mascall. Pp. vii + 118. (London : Oxford 
University Press, 1959.) 10s. 6d. 

A BOOK on the Christian doctrine of man in the 
light of modern science can at least be said to 

have a subject of vital concern to all who care for 
religion. Though Dr. Mascall has not written a 
comprehensive treatise, he has dealt with some of 
the fundamental questions, and it need not be added 
that he is well equipped both by his knowledge of 
science and his theological learning for the task. 

There are two kinds of book on this topic, one that is 
prepared to modify or 're-interpret' the Christian 
dogmas and the other that defends them with no 
accommodation to modern thought. Dr. Mascall's 
book belongs to the latter class. Though, of course, 
he is ready to restate the doctrine of the Church to 
make it more intelligible, he will not contemplate 
any radical revision. He writes as one who accepts 
an Aristotelian m etaphysic, in the main according 
to the theistic version of St. Thomas, and regards the 
tradition of the Christian Church as revealed truth. 
It is to be hoped, however, that these presuppositions 
will not deter readers from attending to what h e has 
to say, for he touches on problems that need to b e 
faced. The modern man's difficulty about under
standing his nature and status in the universe, 
Dr. Mascall thinks, is largely due to the fact that 

science appears to allow him no "speeial and assigned 
status" and no "definite and determined nature". 
Scientific discourses on the uniqueness of man really 
leave the ordinary man in the dilemma that he does 
not have any clear idea of what being human means. 
He was better off in this respect when he could be 
satisfied with the assurance that man is the "rational 
animal". Dr. Mascall rejects the suggestion that 
man may be a stage in the evolution of some higher 
kind of being. The Incarnation, he holds, must 
prohibit any Christian from regarding man as a 
stepping-stone to some superman. "If the Christian 
religion is true, we have quite solid reasons for holding 
that, whatever developments man is meant to under
go, man is meant to remain man; for, if God has 
himself become man in the Incarnation, he has 
sealed human nature with a certificate of value whose 
validity cannot be disputed". I think this quotation 
gives the keynote of the book. It leads on to discus
sions of "Body and Soul", "Individual and Society", 
" Nature and Supernature", " Man Fallen and Man in 
Christ", all of which are characterized by shrewd 
insights and an uncompromising adherence to tradi
tional Christian doctrine. A particularly interesting 
and important point is elaborated in the chapter on 
"Nature and Supernature", where Dr. Mascall de
velops the conception of " the fundamental openness 
of man's being to God's activity " as the basis of "the 
Catholic doctr ine of the elevation of man's nature t o 
the level of supernature b y grace". 

Much in this book will seem to scien t ific humanists 
strange and unacceptable, but they may learn some
thing from it and in any event there is resthetic 
pleasure in reading a thesis clearly stated and ably 
argued. vV. R. MATTHEWS 

T. H. HUXLEY 
T. H. Huxley 
Scientist, Humanist and Educator. By Dr. Cyril 
Bibby. Pp. xxii+330+13 plates. (London: C. A. 
Watts and Co., Ltd., 1959.) 25s. net. 

T OO many people remember T. H. Huxley simply 
as 'Darwin's bull-dog' . The occasion of dramatic 

reproof to an ill-mannered and ignorant bishop is a 
single incident that obscures a life of energy and 
devotion in many fields; and Dr. Bibby 's book, 
painstaking though it is, does not really succeed in 
communicating the excitement of the intellectual 
battlefields over which its hero fought. Partly this is 
due to its arrangement. The author has discarded a 
straightforward biographical treatment in favour of 
one in which separate sections deal with particular 
a spects of Huxley's interests. The result is t o 
dehumanize the central character, to make him less 
a vivid and warm personality than a mouthpiece for 
sentiments that leave an impression of worthiness 
rather than intensity. But the cause of this flatness 
is not primarily Dr. Bibby's fault; it is simply that 
much of what Huxley thought and said is no longer 
a daring adventure of ideas. His reputation has 
suffered by his own success. H e appears less exciting 
to us than he did to his contemporaries because many 
of the battles which he fought with such vigour have 
now been won. The biological views which he sup
ported are in modified forms part of the accepted 
fabric of our thought. The aim of an adequate 
provision of scientific education, or indeed of adequate 
and universal education of any !~ind, which he spent 
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