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KARL SPENCER LASHLEY was born in West Virginia
on June 7, 1890. He died in Paris in August 1958.

Whatever may turn out to be the correct detailed
story of merve conduction and the localization of
mental functions in the brain, it is safe to say that
Lashley’s work will always stand distinguished for
the brilliance of his experimental attack, for the
originality and sweep of his ideas, and for the incisive-
ness and clarity of his exposition.

Lashley received his scientific training, about
equally in zoology and in psychology, at the Univer-
sities of West Virginia, Pittsburgh and Johns Hopkins.
He became a professor of psychology first in the
University of Minnesota and then at Chicago. In
1937 he was appointed research professor of neuro-
physiology at Harvard, and five years later he also
became director of the Yerkes Laboratories of
Primate Biology at Grange Park, Florida. It was in
Florida, in his home there, working among his
chimpanzees, with his carefully chosen band of
students, and often piloting his small sailing boat,
mostly alone in coastal waters, that he spent, prob-
ably, the happiest years of his life.

Some of Lashley’s early work was carried out in
conjunction first with H. S. Jennings, and later with
the behaviourist, J. B. Watson. But he never, all
his life, for long allowed himself to stay tied to any-
body else, or to theories other than his own. Perhaps
it was their unconventional character, and the fact
that they were rebelling against respectable and
established opinions of their day, which attracted him
in turn to behaviourism, to Pavlovian conditioned
reflex theory ; and then, by what seemed rather like
a complete somersault, to Gestalt psychology, and
even to some of the more romantic aspects of
Freudism. All of these had some influence with
him ; none of them carried him away.

From 1912, when he published his first paper-—on
visual discrimination of size and form in the albino
rat—to the middle 1920’s, he was busy with many
and varied experimental investigations in animal
behaviour. These moved more and more definitely
towards what he called “‘studies of cerebral function
in learning””. Tn 1929 he published his famous book
“Brain Mechanisms and Intelligence”, and this was
very quickly recognized as of outstanding importance.
Nearly everybody who writes now of this volume
directs attention to Lashley’s two principles of brain
activity, which he called ‘Equipotentiality” and
“Mass Action”. Taken together and in a broad sense,
these principles, and particularly the abundant,
detailed and original evidence upon which they were
based, expressed and demonstrated the view that there
could be considerable loss or injury to brain tissues
and still the behaviour functions subserved by the
areas concerned could be carried on, though sometimes
in ways new and different compared with those which
had been learned. What particularly marked Lash-
ley’s neurophysiological approach was its loyalty, at
the same time, to the highest and most exact stan-
dards of behaviour experimentation. Plenty of
people have shown that it is easy to be scientifically
exacting on one side, and little but dogmatic on the
other ; Lashley accepted and used the same rigour
of research on both.

Until he moved to Florida and the chimpanzee
colony, most of Lashley’s experimental work had
been carried out with rats. But with the oppor-
tunities which he now had, he began to devote more
attention to studies of the neurophysiological founda-
tions of some of the higher and more complex mental
functions. In a broad sense, his views about the
areal and patterned character of brain activities
remained unchanged. He continued to publish a
number of splendid papers, and he inspired notable
experimental work by his students. But he ran into
a period of prolonged ill-health. In the summer of
this year he seemed to be better, and he set out upon
one more journey to Great Britain and to France.
He had been elected a Foreign Member of the Royal
Society in 1951. On July 28 he signed the Charter
book of the Society, and then continued his planned
trip to France. There, in Paris, about a fortnight
later, he died.

Lashley, superbly intelligent himself, liked people
to be, in his judgment, intelligent. He very quickly
made up his mind about this, and anybody who met
him, though maybe only for a short time, and was
accepted by him as up to the mark, could never
forget his brilliant, rather wayward, and most lively
habit of mind. Though he was a fine and patient
experimenter, he was no laboratory recluse. High
among more general interests were music—he was
good with a violin—and sailing. Sometimes he said
that he would have liked best of all to sail lonely
voyages across the widest seas in some small boat.
When he came to Europe he always preferred, if he
could do so, to travel in a little tramp steamer ; he
disdained the luxury liner. Life to him was an
adventure, a continuing opportunity for original
exploration, whether in action or by thought, and if
it could be very clear that the responsibility for
whatever he found was wholly his own, that was all
the better. F. C. BARTLETT

The Rev. T. N. Burke-Gaffney, S.J.

Wire the death of Thomas Noel Burke-Gaffney
on September 14, Australian seismology has suffered
an almost irreplaceable loss.

Father Burke-Gaffney became director of the
Riverview College Observatory in 1952 when the
former director, Father D. J. K. O’Connell, was
appointed director of the Vatican Astronomical
Observatory. He occupied the post with distinction,
and more than maintained the reputation which
Riverview has held for fifty years as one of the
world’s first-class seismological observatories.

He was that rare type of seismologist to whom the
records of each earthquake take on the form of a
distinet personality. Through this faculty, he
developed an insight into the reading of seismic
records the like of which we may not see again in
Australia. He was devoted to his work, and few
outside the ranks of seismologists in Sydney and a
small number of his close colleagues know of the
extent to which he helped, beyond his strength,
young seismologists in many parts of Australia to
an understanding of the intricacies of seismic
recording.

He played a valued part in Australia’s Inter-
national Geophysical Year work as convener of the
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