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History of the University 

Constituted as a university only since January 13, 
1957, the Middle East Technical University now has 
two faculties. From the single group of fifty students, 
with which the teaching programme opened in 
November 1956, the Government of Turkey plans 
that the University shall grow to major size, involving 
six faculties, with a complete research establislunent 
matching the academic activities of each department 
with a programme of applied research and develop
ment work in industrial and agricultural problems. 
The University's teaching programme, conducted in 
English, with its emphasis on unity of thought and 
action, and on the correlation of teaching and 
research, should make it an institution unique in the 
Middle East. 

The first step in the establishment of the University 
was taken in 1953, when a survey of building and 
planning legislation revealed the need for university
trained technical people in the professions. As a 
result of this survey, a school of architecture and 
town-planning was suggested, to be integrated with 
research institutes in building and planning. A com
plete programme for the school was prepared by a 
United Nations Mission, under the direction of Dr. 
G. Holmes Perkins, dean of the University of Penn
sylvania School of Fine Arts. 

The Perkins Committee received not only the 
enthusiastic and energetic support of the President 
of Turkey, the President of the Grand National 
Assembly and the Prime Minister, but also the 
effective co-operation of a committee for the school, 

headed by the Minister of Education, and having as 
members Mr. Vecdi Diker, Mr. Aluned Tokus, Mr. 
Mihat Yenen and Mr. Adli Yener. 

Following the Perkins Committee recommendations, 
a request was submitted to the United NatimlB for 
assistance in establishing the first faculty. In the 
autumn of 1956 the Committee was reactivated by 
the Minister of Education as an acting Board of 
Trustees. Under its guidance, the programme of the 
University has been developed and its teaching opera
tions begun. Fifty students first received instruction 
in architecture on November 1, 1956, in a rented build
ing at 18 Miidafaa Caddesi, in Ankara. The formal 
inauguration ceremony was held on November 15. 

During the winter, plans were made for expansion 
of the teaching facilities and the acquisition of a 
campus. On January 13, 1957, a provisional law 
authorizing the establislunent of the University was 
passed by the Grand National Assembly. The 
Minister of Education hes set aside a magnificent site 
for the development of a teaching and research 
centre, and plans for the construction of University 
facilities are moving ahead at top speed. 

Since the beginning of the spring term 1957 the 
second faculty, that of engineering, has been in 
operation. Its first Department, of Mechanical 
Engineering, was joined by a Department of Civil 
Engineering last autumn. At the same time, the 
faculty of administration was opened. Continuing to 
develop in this way, all six faculties with their 
research institutes will, it is hoped, be in existence 
within five years, permitting rapid expansion toward 
the goal set by the Government. 

OBITUARY 

Viscount Waverley, G.C.B., O.M., G.C.S.I., G.C.I.E., 
F.R.S. 

THERE have been many tributes to the outstanding 
qualities of mind and character which made John 
Anderson, the first Viscount Waverley, one of the 
greatest, beyond all question, of the many great 
public servants of Great Britain. It may be doubted, 
however, whether any of the numerous accounts of 
his remarkable career have yet done full justice to 
the special nature of the service which he was 
qualified to render to the nation, especially in two 
world wars, by his experience as a student of science 
at Edinburgh and a postgraduate research worker at 
Leipzig, before he entered the Civil Service. It 
should be understood that this course of scientific 
studies and practice in research did not serve him as 
a mere introduction, or a stepping-stone, to an 
official and ministerial career of such extraordinary 
distinction, in which he became a permanent Under
Secretary of State (Home Office) by the time that he 
was forty, governor of Bengal ten years later, and 
then, as Member of Parliament for the Scottish 
Universities, Minister for Home Affairs and Home 
Security, Lord President of the Council and, finally, 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, during the Second 
World War. Through it all, and with his imperish
able and comprehensive memory as a background, 
the supreme importance of scientific progress had 
remained with him a matter of central interest and 
conviction. It was no mere matter of curious co
incidence that the subject for his postgraduate 

researches and Ph.D. thesis at Leipzig had been the 
chemistry of uranium, and that nearly forty years 
later, and behind the densest curtain of war-time 
secrecy, he had found hinlBelf charged with the chief 
responsibility, on behalf of the War Cabinet, for 
Britain's part in the development of researches on 
atomic energy-primarily, of course, for purposes of 
war, but with an ultimate view, even then, to peaceful 
applications. 

My first encounter with the future Lord Waverley 
was soon after the outbreak of the First World War, 
in 1914. Sir Robert Morant, as chairman of the 
English Health Insurance CommiBBion, had found 
himself suddenly faced with the abrupt disappearance 
of all the important drugs which had been obtained 
from Germany ; and he promptly recognized that 
in John Anderson, a brilliant young Civil servant, 
with the then almost unique qualification of scientific 
training and experience, he had the man to deal with 
the position thus created. I had newly joined the 
scientific staff of the then embryonic Medical 
Research Committee (now Council), and its first 
secretary, Walter Fletcher, had asked me to act on 
its behalf with reference to the same emergency ; so 
that Anderson and I naturally met and kept contact 
over problems of common interest and responsibility. 
He also became a member, and a most important 
one, of a Royal Society Committee, appointed to 
enlist scientific co-operation to meet sudden needs of 
the same kind. Thereafter he was swept away to 
heights of administrative promotion where I lost 
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direct touch with him ; and it was not, indeed, until 
the Second World War that I ca.me again into even 
closer scientific and personal contact with him, and 
then mostly 'behind the scenes'. 

When the university memberships were abolished, 
Sir John Anderson, having no real interest in party 
politics, retired from p&rliamentary life until he 
entered the House of Lords. He became chairman for 
his remaining years of the Port of London Authority ; 
and he continued to give practical evidence of his 
interest in scientific matters, not only as a director 
of Imperial Chemical Industries, Ltd., but also through 

a variety of honorary services to science, such as those 
of chairman of the Parliamentary and Scientific 
Committee, treasurer of the Lister Institute and 
president of the Research Defence Society. Nobody 
who was privileged to work closely with him could 
have failed, I think, to become aware that, behind 
the mask of his almost legendary reserve and quiet 
assumption of authority, Lord Waverley retained a 
generous and even emotional attachment to science 
and its claims, though an open display of such an 
enthusiasm was scarcely within his range. 

H. H. DALE 

NEWS and VIEWS 
SCEPTRE Ill 

FOLLOWING the article by Allen, Allibone et al. in 
Nature of January 25, p. 222, we publish a photograph 
of SCEPTRE m. The' photograph shows part of the 
4-ton strip steel core three.ding the torus. Ea.ch half 
of the core has an eight-turn winding carrying 
50 amp. d.c. to provide flux biasing. The primary, 
consisting of eight separate windings of eight turns 
ea.ch, is wound as uniformly a.s possible over the 
surface of the torus. The torus has a bore of 12 in. 
and is made of ½-in. thick aluminium in four quad
rants, or sectors, sep&rated by four 
straight sections each 6 in. long, 
which provide viewing and pumping 
facilities. The eight insulating gaps 
are protected by eight p&irs of inter
laced copper liners, and double 
vacuum ga.skets made from indium 
wire are used throughout. Quartz
covered slits--one in the vertical 
plane and one horizontal-allow 
the discharge to be viewed by a 
high-speed rotating mirror camera. 
The primary windings are arranged 
to obscure these slits as little as 
possible. The toroidal magnetic 
field is created by providing a d.c. 
supply to 102 layer-wound coils 
placed around the torus perimeter 
beneath the primary winding, and 
at pumping and viewing ports the 
field is maintained constant by 
compensating coils. At the maxi
mum B, field of 1,000 gauss some 
125 kW. are dissip&ted, and since 
these coils are not water-cooled the 
time of operation of the app&ratus 
is limited by the temperature rise 
of these coils. The cap&eitors can be 
discharged into SCEPTRE III 40 
times a minute, and about 100,000 
discharges have been produced 
without noticeable deterioration of 
the torus lining. The terminating
circuit of the radio-frequency pre
ionizing supply is seen mounted 
above the core, and the water-cool
ing feed lines and a lead chamber 
containing the nuclear detectors are 
on the right. 

Dr. J. R. Killian, jun. 
As special assistant for science and technology to 

the President of the United States, Dr. James Killian 
brings to that post, specially created for him last 
November, a good deal of scientific and admin
istrative experience. The position was described by 
President Eisenhower, in his address on "Science and 
National Security" on November 7, as one in which 
the incumbent, "aided by a staff of scientists and a 
strong advisory group of outstanding experts . . . ", 
would "have the active responsibility of helping me 
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