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Sm LESLIE MARTIN, professor of physics in the 
University of Melbourne and chairman of the Aus
tralian Defence Research and Development Policy 
Committee, distinguished for his work on the ioniza
tion of gases by X-rays and on the angular distribu
tion of alpha-particles from nuclear reactions. 

PROF. B. MENDEL, professor of pharmacology in 
the University of Amsterdam, distinguished for his 
work on true and pseudo cholinesterase and on 
'ali-esterases'. 

PROF. C. L. OAKLEY, Brotherton professor of 
bacteriology in the University of Leeds, distinguished 
for his researches on the toxins of anaerobic bacteria 
of the genus Clostridium, and on the site of antibody 
production. 

PROF. H. R. PITT, professor of pure mathematics 
in the University of Nottingham, distinguished for 
his work on the theory of series, harmonic analysis, 
ergodic theory and random processes. 

DR. F. L. RosE, director of research, Imperial 
Chemical Industries (Pharmaceuticals), Ltd., dis
tinguished for his work in organic chemistry, par
ticularly for his contribution to the synthesis of drugs 
such as 'Paludrine' and 'Antrycide'. 

DR. E. LESTER SMITH, research biochemist, Glaxo 
Laboratories, Ltd., distinguished for his researches on 
the chemistry and biochemistry of vitamins, especially 
for the isolation and crystallization of vitamin B 12 • 

SIR EWART SMITH, deputy chairman and technical 
director, Imperial Chemical Industries, Ltd., distin
guished for the application of a scientific mind and 
of scientific knowledge and methods to the design, 
development and management of chemical manufac
turing plant and processes. 

PROF. H. B. SQUIRE, Zaharoff professor of aero
nautics in the University of London, distinguished 
for his contributions to the solution of aerodynamical 
problems, both by theoretical and experimental work; 
his work includes investigations of stability of air 
flow, of heat flow, of profile drag and of the aero
dynamics of helicopter rotors. 

PROF. F. C. STEWARD, professor of botany in 
Cornell University, Ithaca, distinguished for his work 
on the mechanism of salt absorption and on nitrogen 
metabolism in mature and meristematic plant tissues. 

DR. W. S. STILES, senior principal scientific officer, 
Light Division, National Physical Laboratory, dis
tinguished for his work on vision, particularly on the 
physical and physiological processes concerned in 
stimulation of the retina by light. 

DR. R. C. SUTCLIFFE, deputy director (research), 
Meteorological Office, distinguished for his investi
gations in meteorology, which have put the problem 
of forecasting on a more scientific basis, by taking 
account of simultaneous dynamical processes and 
thermal changes. 

DR. D. N. WADIA, director of the Raw Materials 
Division, Department of Atomic Energy of ]ndia, 
distinguished for his researches into the geological 
structure of the Himalaya. 

DR. A. S. WATT, lecturer in botany in the Univer
sity of Cambridge, distinguished for his contributions 
to ecology, especially of the cyclic changes in vegeta
tion and soils. 

PROF. W. F. WHITTARD, Chaning Wills professor 
of geology in the University of Bristol, distinguished 
for his contributions to paheozoic stratigraphy and 
to palaiontology. 

NEWS and VIEWS 
Food Investigation Organization : 

Dr. Franklin Kidd, C.B.E., F.R.S. 

DR. FRANKLIN KIDD, who has just retired from 
the Food Investigation Organization after nearly 
forty years service, was educated at Tonbridge 
and St. John's College, Cambridge. After a 
brilliant undergraduate career, during which he 
became Slater /Student, Frank Smart Prizeman 
(Zoology) and Walsingham Medallist, he was elected 
Fellow of his College in 1913. His earlier researches 
in plant physiology covered many branches, including 
important contributions to the study of plant 
respiration, plant growth and secondary dormancy of 
seeds. During this period he was awarded the Allen 
Scholarship and the Gedge Prize. Dr. Kidd joined 
the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research 
in 1918, and was appointed superintendent of the 
Low Temperature Research Station, Cambridge, in 
1934, in succession to the late Sir William Hardy. 
In 1947 he became director of food investigation. 
After joining the Department of Scientific and Indus
trial Research, he was chiefly concerned with prob
lems connected with the handling, conservation and 
transport of perishable foods. The improved method 
of refrigerated fruit storage, now generally known as 
'gas' storage, was based on fundamental knowledge 
obtained from his earlier work on seed dormancy. 
This method, which was developed in collaboration 

with Dr. Cyril West, formerly superintendent of the 
Ditton Laboratory, has largely replaced ordinary 
cold storage for apples and pears. 

Many calls have been made by governments on 
Dr. Kidd's skilled services as an adviser in the field 
of food science. During 1927 he visited South Africa, 
Australia, New Zealand, Canada and the United 
States to study questions arising in the handling, 
storage and transport of perishable foodstuffs, and 
the problem of the requisite organization, personnel 
and equipment for their solution. Afterwards, 
reports were made to the Australian Commonwealth 
Council for Scientific and Industrial Research and to 
the Prime Minister of New Zealand. In 1936 Dr. 
Kidd went to South Africa to act as chairman of a 
Commission set up by H.M. Government in the 
Union to inquire into the problem of pre-cooling 
deciduous fruits. Dr. Kidd's achievements have been 
recognized by his election to the Fellowship of the 
Royal Society in 1944 and by his appointment as 
C.B.E. 

Woolwich Polytechnic: Dr. H. Heywood 
DR. HAROLD HEYWOOD has been appointed prin

cipal of the Woolwich Polytechnic, and will commence 
duties there in May. He has been reader in mechanical 
engineering at the Imperial College of Science and 
Technology, University of London, since 1940. Dr. 
Heywood served an engineering apprenticeship at 
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