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AFRICAN GRASSHOPPERS 
Annotated Catalogue of African Grasshoppers 
By H. B. Johnston. Pp. xxii + 833. (Cambridge : 
At the University Press, 1956. Published for the 
Anti-Locust Research Centre.) 105s. net. 

T HE appearance of this catalogue heralds the 
approach of a new era in the study of African 

grasshoppers. Until a score or so of years ago, our 
knowledge of the grasshopper fauna of this continent 
was too rudimentary for a list of species to have 
more than an ephemeral value, and it is only during 
the past decade that descriptive and revisionary work 
on the family has reached a level which permits, as 
it were, a pause for breath. 

After prefatory remarks on the need for a catalogue, 
the text proper opens with an introduction explaining 
the scope and general layout of the work. In addition 
to the Acrididae, two other Acridoid families are 
incorporated in the catalogue : the Pnernnoridae and 
Eumastacidae. The whole of the African continent 
is covered, including the adjacent islands to the east 
and west but not those of the Mediterranean Sea. 
The catalogue aims to index, by means of references 
under species and a terminal bibliography under 
authors, all the information published on the grass
hoppers of this area up to the end of 1953. No 
reference is made to the fact that a certain amount 
of information published in 1954 is included both in 
the text and bibliography, but one assrnnes that 
this year is only treated in part. 

The bibliography relates not only to taxonomic 
works, but also to papers containing morphological, 
ecological, bionomical, and economic information ; 
it is thus a very full one and runs to almost a thousand 
titles. The presence of keys, figures, and descriptions 
of nymphal stages is noted, and an outline of the 
distribution records is given under each species. 
It need scarcely be stressed that this comprehensive 
treatment extends the useful field of the catalogue 
beyond the domain of the taxonomist into the spheres 
of general and applied entomology. Thus many locust 
workers and any economic entomologist whose studies 
touch on the biology of grasshoppers should find these 
indexed references an invaluable source of information. 

The text is set up in a commendably clear fashion, 
giving the greatest ease of reference and maintaining 
the high standard of consistency which must be 
demanded from a catalogue of this sort. In view of 
the general excellence of presentation it is regrettable 
that some of the conventions adopted in the text are 
not adequately explained in the introduction, and 
that certain mysterious anomalies have crept in. 
For example, the first citation of a synonym is given 
in italics, all other citations both of synonyms and 
the valid species name being in roman type ; no 
mention of this is made in the introduction. The 
authority for a synonym, as the author states, is 
given in parenthesis after its citation ; we are not 
told, however, why there is sometimes a parenthetical 
reference after the citation of a name which is valid 
(though we may presrnne, perhaps, that such a 
reference is to the citation of the valid name in a 
synonymic list). It seems particularly unfortunate 
in a work of great taxonomic importance that the 
author does not conform to Article 22 of the Inter
national Rules of Zoological Nomenclature, which 
requires that the name of the author of a zoological 
name be separated from the date of publication by a 
comma. This rule, which has survived all congres-

sional amendments, seems a reasonable one, and 
taxonomists would have welcomed an explanation of 
its abandonment in this catalogue. 

For the purpose of listing published distribution 
records the author groups the countries of the 
African continent into five distribution areas: North, 
West, East, Central, and South Africa; these he 
defines in extent by listing their component countries. 
The Cameroons are listed under "West Africa". It 
is not explained, however, whether the term "Camer
oons" refers to the whole of the United Nations 
Trust Territory, under both British and French 
administration, or merely to the relatively small area 
which is governed by Nigeria. An examination of 
the text suggests that the former is the case, but this 
conflicts with the author's unqualified inclusion of 
French Equatorial Africa in "Central Africa". The 
issue could have been clarified by listing all the 
component territories of French Equatorial Africa 
separately, as the author has done with the colonies 
of French West Africa. Gambia and Basutoland 
might well have been mentioned, though one may 
easily infer the distribution areas to which they 
belong. 

The use of the older name Truxalinae for the 
subfamily which is generally called Acridinae by 
modern workers creates, together with the retention 
of the Acrididae as the family name, a nomenclatural 
anomaly. If Truxalinae is used on the grounds of 
priority the family name should be Truxalidae for 
the same reason ; if, on the other hand, Acrididae is 
retained as the name in current usage, it is reasonable 
to expect the same stem to be applied to the sub
family name. Indeed, one fervently hopes that the 
latter alternative will remain in general use, as 
acridologists would be justifiably disconcerted to 
find their subject converted by the upholders of 
priority into truxalidology. 

It should be emphasized that such criticisms as 
have been made above relate to the author's over
brief explanation of his approach to. the subject, and 
these minor failings, once recognized, should not 
detract from the great value of the catalogue itself. 
Mr. Johnston deserves the highest praise for the years 
of painstaking work which he has devoted to this 
immense task, and we can well understand that, when 
the text of the catalogue reached completion, he 
found it difficult to give quite the same degree of 
concentration to the explanatory notes of his intro
duction. The author should also be commended for 
the generally high standard of the proof-reading, 
though it is perhaps worth noting that in the contents 
all but the first of the tribes of the subfamily 
Pamphaginae are aligned with the subfamily name 
instead of being inset at the level of tribe. 

In conclusion, one may glean from this catalogue 
an insight into the progress which has been made 
in the systematics of African grasshoppers during 
the past two centuries. In each successive quarter
century since the tenth edition of Linnreus's 
"Systema Naturae" (1758) the nrnnber of species to 
be newly described has increased. The total nrnnber 
of grasshoppers known from Africa has thus been 
increasing at a remarkable rate: in 1900 this number 
was in fact double what it was in 1875, and the 
present total is double the figure for 1900. The 
present rate of increase is about 300 new species per 
decade. Clearly, so far as the higher forms of 
taxonomy are concerned, the study of African 
grasshoppers is still in its infancy. 
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