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that at Primley, Devon, owned by the late Herbert 
Whitley, and when he resigned from the Bank on his 
marriage in 1936, he became actively associated with 
the Primley Zoo, being responsible for the building 
up of the reptile and tropical house there. 

During the Second World War, Lester was an 
officer in the R.A.F., and then in 1946 he was 
appointed curator of reptiles at the London Zoological 
Gardens, where it soon became evident that he was 
the right man for the job. During the next few 
years he made several trips to West and Ea.st Africa 
on behalf of the Zoological Society, collecting and 
bringing back many specimens of mammals, birds 
and insects, as well as reptiles and amphibians, of 
interest and rarity. In 1954 he led an expedition 
to Sierra. Leone in conjunction with the B.B.C. 
Television Service, the outcome of which was the 
greatly appreciated television series "Zoo Quest", 

and la.st year he led a. second such expedition to 
British Guiana. 

In January last he was a.warded the Zoological 
Society's Silver Medal. He was a founder-member 
of the British Herpetological Society. 

Throughout his years at the Reptile House of the 
London Zoo, Lester was unstinting of the time he 
gave to advising visitors on the care of reptiles, as 
well as to giving evening lectures to schools and 
many small societies, and he was always keen to 
encourage the growth of natural history interests in 
the young. He ma.de many broadcasts and television 
appearances. A man of charming, yet unassuming 
personality, always so willing to share his love of 
natural history and to help others to that end, his 
death is a sad loss to his many friends, both at home 
and overseas as well as to the Zoological Society. 

L. C. BUSHBY 

NEWS and VIEWS 
Astronomical Society of South Africa : 

Gill Medal 
THE Astronomical Society of South Africa an

nounces the first award of the newly established Gill 
Medal to Dr. Harold Knox-Shaw, "For outstanding 
services to Astronomy and in particular to South 
African Astronomy in the successful establishment 
of the 7 4-inch Radcliffe Reflector at Pretoria". 
The Gill Medal commemorates the work of Sir 
David Gill, one of the most distinguished scientists 
to work in Southern Africa. Gill was H.M. Astronomer 
at the Cape during 1879- 1907, and is celebrated for 
his numerous contributions to astronomy, notably 

his determination of the solar parallax, his leading 
part in the introduction of photography into 
astronomy, and his design of the Cape Transit Circle, 
a model for many later instruments. The Medal, 
which is in silver, of a diameter of two inches, bears 
on the obverse a portrait of Gill in low relief, and on 
the reverse, a representation of Gill's favourite 
instrument, the 7-in. heliometer. On the same face 
is the inscription-"Awarded for services to astro
nomy". The Gill Medal is probably unique among 
honorary awards by scientific societies in that it was 
designed by a president of the Society during his 
year of office, for Dr. Peter Kirchhoff of Johannes
burg, the well-known sculptor, is also a keen amateur 
astronomer, and executed the design during his 
presidential year. The medal is to be awarded not 

more than once in any year for services to astronomy, 
preference being given to services to astronomy in 
Southern Africa. 

Dr. H. Knox-Shaw 
DR. KNOX-SHAW was educated at Wellington and 

Trinity College, Cambridge. He began his astronom
ical career in 1908 as an assistant at the Helwan 
Observatory in Egypt. He took charge of the newly 
installed 30-in. Reynolds reflector and used it to photo
graph southern nebulre as far as south declination 40°. 
In addition to purely astronomical work, his duties 
covered tho usual scope of a government observatory 
-time service, gravity survey, geodesy, meteorology 

and the like. In 1913 Knox
Shaw was made director of the 
.H.elwan Observatol'j·, and in 1918 
also of the Meteorological Service 
of Egypt and the Sudan. In 
1924 he returned to England to 
become Radcliffe Observer at Ox
ford. Two pieces of research 
in this period are especially note
worthy : the determination of the 
proper motions of more than 30,000 
faint stars in the northern selected 
areas, and the reduction (in col
laboration with Dr. J. Jackson) 
of the meridian observations of 
Thomas Hornsby, the first Radcliffe 
Observer, made between 1774 and 
1798. The latter part of Knox
Shaw's term of office as Radcliffe 

Observer was concerned with the transfer of the 
Observatory to Pretoria, Union of South Africa, and 
the erection there of the 74-in. reflecting telescope. 
This change was successfully carried out in face of a 
long series of obstacles and delays. Knox-Shaw was 
president of the Astronomical Society of South Africa 
during 1941-42, and of the Royal Astronomical 
Society during 1931-33. 

Scientific and Technological Man-power in the 
United States and the U.S.S.R. 

ESTIMATES issued by the National Science Founda. 
tion, Washington, D.C., on August 3 give the number 
of graduates in scientific fields in the United States 
in 1955 as 59,000, or about 20 per cent of those 
obtaining first degrees, compared with 126,000 in the 


	NEWS and VIEWS
	Astronomical Society of South Africa : Gill Medal

