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of 120 miles or more. The design, development, 
supply and firing of the rockets will be carried out by 
the Ministry of Supply. Five university research 
groups, from University College, London (Prof. 
H. S. W. Massey), the University of Birmingham 
(Prof. J. Sayers), The Queen's University of Belfast 
(Profs. D. R. Bates and K. G. Emeleus), Univer­
sity College, Swansea (Dr. W. J. G. Beynon) and the 
Imperial College of Science and Technology, London 
(Prof. P. A. Sheppard), will be initial participants in 
the scientific programme. The work will be co-or­
dinated through a special sub·committee of the 
Gassiot Committee of the Royal Society. The first 
experiments will include determination of atmospheric 
temperature and density, the study of the nature of 
the ionosphere, a search for very fine meteoric dust 
below 60 miles altitude, and determination of the 
heights of the regions from which the night air· glow 
is strongest. While the development of the rockets 
is proceeding, work on the scientific instruments 
required will proceed in parallel, so that both should 
be available at nearly the same time. 

Although this programme has been arranged 
independently of the International Geophysical Year, 
1957-58, it is hoped that it will be in operation 
during this period and add substantially to the 
British contribution to the Year. 

OBITUARIES 
Sir Harold Tempany, C.M.G., C.B.E. 

8m HAROLD TEMPANY'S forty-three years in the 
Colonial Agricultural Service (now called the Agri­
cultural Branch of H.M. Oversea Civil Service) 
stretched a good way on either side of the great 
changes which followed on the Imperial Agricultural 
Conference of 1927. These gave the Service the 
beginnings of a unity, enlarged it in numbers and 
resources, provided training for its cadets and placed 
at its head an agricultural adviser to the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies. The late Sir Frank Stockdale 
was the first to fill this post (1929). Tempany joined 
him as assistant adviser in 1936 and, succeeding him 
in 1940, was in office during the hard years up to his 
retirement in 1946. 

Variety in the earlier half of his career gave width 
to the knowledge of climates, soils, agriculture and 
administration on which his success in the diversified 
tasks of the latter half depended. Soon after gradu­
ating at University College, London, where chemistry, 
always central in his technical thinking, was his 
main study, he was appointed assistant agricultural 
chemist, Leeward Islands, in 1903, and a few years 
later chief chemist and superintendent of agriculture. 
In Mauritius during 1917-29, as director of agri­
culture, he was also responsible for the co.operative 
credit societies, and became the first principal of its 
College of Agriculture and a member of its Council 
of Government. M~aya was his next Colony. While 
director of agriculture for seven years from 1929, he 
put new life into the investigation of the food crops 
and livestock of its peasant farming, formerly over­
shadowed by its great export crop, rubber. The 
training of local assistants and general agricultural 
education also profited greatly from his interest. 

By 1940, when Tempany became agricultural 
adviser in the Colonial Office, Stockdale had put new 
spirit into the whole Colonial Agricultural Service 
and made the Colonial Advisory Council for Agri-

culture, Animal Health and Forestry an influential 
body, warm in support of his exertions. Soil erosion 
throughout the Colonial Territories was, at last, being 
checked; the basic importance of the peasant 
economy had become recognized; specialist research 
had begun to be intelligently related to major 
problems; and study of husbandry and farming 
systems to be effectively promoted. Further, it was 
accepted that agricultural development in a territory 
could not spring from unconcerted pushing of 
individual commodities but required a policy based 
on primary physical and ethnic considerations. 

In 1940 Tempany, who in his four years as assistant 
adviser had had a hand in all these developments, 
became, as adviser, responsible for doing what was 
possible to carry them on while also wrestling with 
the acute war·time food-supply problems of all the 
Colonial territories. 

The Colonial Development and Welfare Act, 1940, 
greatly enlarged the funds for research, and a com­
mittee of the Colonial Advisory Council for Agri­
culture, Animal Health and Forestry was set up to 
report on research organization in those subjects. In 
its prolonged, arduous, discussions it fell to Tempany, 
particularly, to maintain free scope for technical 
agriculture and science, while conceding a due 
authority to administrative control. The present 
Colonial Agricultural Research Committee was set 
up, conformably with the recomme~dations, and the 
idea of a regional basis for research was also adopted. 
In 1946, a commission of three, under Tempany, 
visited East Africa for the conference at which initial 
arrangements for an East African regional organiza­
tion were drawn up. 

At formal meetings, Tempany's conscientious 
marshalling of facts sometimes tended to irritate his 
less-patient colleagues who, none the less, respected 
his tenacity and his high aims for the Service. It 
was in travel and when dealing with problems out on 
the land that he was seen at his best. But, indoors 
or out, he WQS unfailingly industrious, conscientious, 
fair-minded and kindly. 

Tempany had periods of service on the board of 
governors of the Imperial Institute, the governing 
body of the Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture, 
the Sudan Government London Scientific Advisory 
Committee on Agricultural Research, the Chemical 
Council and the Council of the Royal Institute of 
Chemistry, and in 1950 he received a silver medal of 
the Royal Society of Arts. Most of his writing went 
into official papers: he published "Principles of 
Tropical Agriculture" (1930: with G. E. Mann); 
"The Practice of Soil Conservation in the British 
Colonial Empire" (1949); and "Agriculture in the 
West Indies" (1942). Leisure for writing, for which he 
longed, and happy opportunity, came in 1946 when, 
on retiring, he became editor of World Orop8. 

In 1911 he married Annie Frances Agnes, eldest 
daughter of Robert Goodwin, of Antigua, who died 
in 1945; their Bon died, in Nairobi, only two days 
before the death of his father in London on July 2. 
His second marriage, in 1946, was to Kate, youngest 
daughter of William Welfare. F. L. ENGLEDOW 

Prof. R. H. A. Plimmer 
THE distinguished bioohemist and one of the 

founders of the Biochemical Society, Robert Henry 
Aders Plimmer, emeritus professor of chemistry in 
the University of London, died on June 18 at the 
age of seventy-eight. 
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