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photo-effect and on meson production in the region of 
300 MeV. More recently still, he has been responsible 
for studies of nuclear cross-sections with protons 
accelerated by the Birmingham synchrotron. He has 
taken a leading part in elucidating the mechanism 
by which multiply-charged ions of nitrogen, oxygen, 
etc., are accelerated in the cyclotron, in studying 
nuclear reactions produced by them, and in investi -
gation.~ of charge-exchange phenomena when these 
heavy ions pass through matter. Dr. Walker will 
thus take to Victoria College a wide experience of 
physics gained in various countries. 

University College of Rhodesia and Nyasaland : 
Prof. A. G. Davis 

THE chair of agricultw-e at the newly established 
University College of Rhodesia and Nyasaland, 
Salisbw-y, Southern Rhodesia, is to be filled by Mr. 
A. G. Davis, reader in agronomy at Wye College, 
University of London. A Canadian by birth, Mr. 
Davis commenced his training at the Ontario Agri
cultural College at Guelph, where he specialized in 
crop husbandry, graduating in 1936. His interest in 
grassland developed early and took him to the Welsh 
Plant Breeding Station in 1936 to undertake research 
on pasture mixtures, for which he was awarded the 
M.Sc. degree of the University of Wales two years 
later. He was then appointed assistant agronomist 
at the Station and joined the team of Sir George 
Stapledon and Dr. William Davies in the Grassland 
Survey of England and Wales, 1939. Afterwards, 
Mr. Davis became agronomist at the Grassland 
Improvement Station at Stratford-on-Avon and then 
head of the Herbage _Agronomy Department. During 
this period he was responsible for many agronomic 
trials and published a number of papers relating to 
the growing of grass, clover and lucerne. In 1949 
Mr. Davis was appointed lecturer in agriculture 
(grassland husbandry) at Wye College and became in 
tum senior lecturer and then reader in agronomy. 
He has served the University of London as an 
examiner in agriculture and as a member of the 
Board of Studies in Agriculture and Horticulture. 
His experience in field-work, in university adminis
tration and in directing the research of postgraduate 
students makes him well fitted to develop a vigorous 
Department of Agriculture in the new University 
College. 

Prof. S. H. Harper 
DR. STANLEY H. HARPER has been appointed the 

first occupant of the chair of chemistry in the new 
University College. Dr. Harper was educated 
at Varndean School and at the Imperial College 
of Science and Technology, London, where he 
was awarded the degrees of B.Sc., Ph.D. After 
holding demonstratorships at the Imperial College 
and at Birkbeck College, London, he proceeded to 
the University of Manchester as research assistant 
and then in 1937 joined the staff at the Rothamsted 
Experimental Station to work on the chemistry of 
naturally occurring insecticides. He gained a London 
D.Sc. in 1943. In 1942 he returned to university 
teaching, successively occupying posts of lecturer 
and senior lecturer at University College (as it then 
was), Southampton, and is at present reader in 
organic chemistry at King's College, London. Dr. 
Harper is known for his contributions to research in 
organic chemistry on the synthesis of Diels's hydro
carbon (with the late Prof. G. A. R. Kon), the con
stituents of derris and pyrethrum, the synthesis of 
the pyrethrins, and the stereochemisti::y of olefinic 

compounds. He has published some sixty papers, 
mainly in the Journal of the Chemical Society ; he is 
at present chairman of the Publication Sub-Committee 
of the Society of Chemical Industry. 

Proposed Television Tower for Belgium 
IT is now well established that in order to provide 

a large area for the satisfactory reception of television 
the transmitting aerial must be erected as high as 
possible above the surrounding terrain. Belgium, 
which has so far engaged in television only on an 
experimental basis, intends to exploit this technical 
requirement to the greatest practicable extent. During 
a recent visit to London, the Belgian Minister of 
Communications, M. Edouard Anseele, said that it is 
intended to build the highest television tower in the 
world at the site of the international exhibition to 
be opened in Brussels in 1958. The main portion of 
the tower, which will be built of concrete, will be in 
the form of a truncated cone, 450 m. high ; and this 
will be surmounted by a cylindrical structure of 
ten stories with provision for technical services and 
a restaurant. On top of this will be mounted the 
television antenna structure at a maximum height of 
635 m. above the ground. This is more than twice 
the height of the Eiffel Tower, which is about 300 m. 

Status of Technical College Students 
Mr. S. Rubinstein's presidential address to the 

Association of Teachers in Technical Institutions, 
delivered on May 29, welcomes the withdrawal by 
Sir David Eccles of Circulars 242 and 245 relating to 
economy in education and new building ; but in 
regard to the latest award on special allowances, he 
urges that what is needed is an increase in all scales 
to attract in sufficient numbers the teachers of 
quality essential for a first-rate public educational 
service. He regards the range of 15-25 per cent of 
grammar school and technical school places as 
meaning a grave limitation of opportunity for 
children; in regard to technological education, he 
claims that the 4,736 full-time students doing 
advanced work in major technical colleges for 
university courses and. 6,140 students in non
university classes, with 6,433 and 26,098 part-time 
students, represent a contribution comparable with 
the 29,273 full-time and 816 part-time university 
students in science, technology and agricultw-e. He 
also urges that there is little reason for any differ
entiation in grants to students between the tt. ;hnical 
colleges and the universities. Speaking of the 
curriculum in technical education, Mr. Rubinstein 
emphasized that any one-sided form of education is 
undesirable. Both science and the humanities are 
necessary to comprehend the world : the arts student 
should have some knowledge of science and of 
scientific method, and the technical student should 
be reasonably well informed on matters such as 
literature, economics and the current clash of ideas 
which go to make up the pattern of society. 

Geological Collection for the University of Sheffield 
THE Department of Geology of the University of 

Sheffield has recently received an exceptionally 
valuable collection of minerals from Mr. A. W. G. 
Kingsbw-y. The basis of the collection includes 
specimens from three famous mineral collectiorui
those of Thomas Kingsbw-y (1777-1854), Lord 
Shuttleworth of Burnley and Baroness Burdett
Coutts-to which have been added specimens by 
Mr. Kingsbury himself. It contains some five 
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