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still further chances of displaying his talent for 
invention, he gave up the headmastership of a new 
grammar school in North Yorkshire to join Dr. C. S. 
Myers and Mr. H.J. Welch in forming the National 
Institute of Industrial Psychology. He was appointed 
secretary, with his sister, Miss M. A. Miles, as his 
assistant. Hi,; wife, who survives him, approved this 
typically bold step, despite the fact that his salary 
was to be meagre and could not be assured for more 
than one year. Later, when Myers became principal, 
Miles succeeded him as director ; and in that capacity 
he governed the organization, in its everyday affairs, 
until he was informed, in 1936, of the impending 
appointment of a general director, whose task was 

to rescue the Institute from financial difficulty. He 
promptly resigned. 

Miles kept up his early interests to the very end, 
and in his last years he was engrossed in the per
fecting of devices for the better training of drivers 
and pilots. He did it all with almost boyish 
enthusiasm, with tremendous persistence, and with 
genuine diffidence and modesty. He was adventurous 
and without fear, and he cared not at all for time. 
Those who have read his lively autobiography, and 
who have felt exasperated by the fact that it has 
scarcely a date in it, will not be surprised to learn 
that he never carried a watch. 

ALEC RODGER 

NEWS and VIEWS 
The Earl of lveagh, K.G. 

LORD I VEAGH, who has recently been appointed a 
Knight of the Garter, has been a generous and 
enlightened pa,tron of science and has himself con
tributed not a little to our knowledge of such subjects 
as soil fertility and diseases of animals. As a young 
man he was attracted to medicine. He persuaded 
his father to endow the Lister Institute and encour
aged the work of two brilliant young scientists, who 
afterwards became famous as Sir Almroth Wright 
and Sir Alexander Fleming, and who were then con
ducting experiments in the Inoculation Department 
of St. Mary's Hospital, Paddington. This association 
led to the setting-up of the Wright-Fleming Institute 
of Microbiology with Lord Iveagh as its chairman. 
In 1929 he subscribed £40,000 to enable the Institut,e 
to extend its laboratories. 

In 1912, after discussions with Sir John Russell, 
head of Rothamsted Experimental Station, and 
Almroth Wright, he offered to finance an investi
gation on modern biochemical lines into the making, 
storage and use of farmyard manure. He placed his 
own farm in Surrey at the disposal of the investi
gators and assisted with the work himself. The 
results were highly su..:cessful and revealed the 
principle involved in the making of composts. A 
further discovery, which he made himself, was that 
the marsh gas given off by vegetation fermenting in 
stagnant water and known to country people as 
'will-o'-the-wisp' could be produced artificially from 
straw or manure and used for heating or lighting. 
Lord I veagh next turned his attention to the 
bacteriological content of milk from cows and was 
one of the pioneers in evolving modern methods of 
sterilizing the production process. He also played a 
leading part in the early experiments for eradicating 
tuberculosis from dairy herds and discovering treat
ment for mastitis and contagious abortion, in which 
he worked closely with Dr. John Hammond, of 
Cambridge. When the National Institute for 
Research in Dairying was looking for a home, he 
helped to finance the purchase of its present premises 
at Shinfield, and contributed money to erect new 
laboratories and buildings. Since 1920 he has been 
chairman of its governing body. A life-long believer 
in the benefits which science can confer on the com
munity, Lord Iveagh has used his wealth, not only 
to assist original research, but also to demonstrate 
by his own example as a practising and successful 
farmer the revolutionary improvements which can be 
brought about by the use of scientific methods. 

College of Aeronautics : Prof. G. A. Whitfield 
MR. G. A. WHITFIELD, who has been appointed 

professor and head of the new Department of Air
craft Electrical Engineering in the College of Aero
nautics, Cranfield, was educated at Bede School, 
Sunderland, and at the University of Sheffield, where 
he graduated with special honours in physics in 1937. 
He joined the Royal Aircraft Establishment, Farn
borough, and then worked on the development of 
bomb sights and automatic pilots ; in the following 
year he went to the Research Department, Exeter, 
where he worked until 1943 on the development of 
proximity fuzes for bombs. His work in this field 
was recognized recently by an award made by the 
Royal Commission on Awards to Inventors. In 1943 
Mr. Whitfield went to the Marine Airc;iraft Experi
mental Establishment to take charge of the research 
station at Glen Fruin for investigations into the 
underwater behaviour of anti-submarine weapons. 
In 1945 he returned to the Royal Aircraft Estab
lishment to form a group for research into the control 
of guided missiles. In this field he made important 
contributions, particularly to the design of control 
systems in the presence of 'noise'. He was promoted 
to the rank of senior principal scientific officer in 
1950 as head of the Armament Control Division of 
the Armament Department, where he has been 
responsible for the development of a wide range of 
sighting and fuzing devices. 

Victoria University College, New Zealand: 
Prof. Darcy- Walker 

DR. DARCY WALKER has been appointed to the 
chair of physics at Victoria University College, New 
Zealand, in succession to Prof. C, N. Watson-Munro 
(see Natitre, 174, 1085 ; 1954). Dr. Walker was born 
at Palmerston North, New Zealand, and educated at 
the Palmerston North Boys' High School and at 
Auckland University College. After graduation, he 
entered the service of the New Zealand Department 
of Scientific and Industrial Research and was 
initially engaged on meteorological work ; but during 
the War he was employed upon defence work that 
took him both to the United States and to the United 
Kingdom. In 1945, Dr. Walker joined Prof. M. L. 
Oliphant at Birmingham, obtaining the degree of 
Ph.D. for his work on short-lived nuclear isomers, 
and holding in succession various research fellow
ships. He spent two years, 1949-51, at Cornell 
University and the University of California as a 
Commonwealth Fund Fellow, working on the nuclear 
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