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60; 1950), he and Sir Richard Paget have put 
forward as to the gestural origin of language. He 
draws evidence from six unrelated languages or 
language-groups (Indo-European, Hebrew, Turkish, 
Polynesian, Greenlandic and Chinese ) in an attempt 
to show the element of meaning common to many 
words containing the n-sound drawn from these 
diverse sources. His evidence is selected (as in such 
an investigation perhaps it must be), and h e con
siders his material under three headings : emotional 
sounds, nature sounds (that is , onomatopreic sounds), 
and gestural sounds ("imitations of the shape or 
form of things in surrounding nature and of move
ment"). Not all linguists would agree with him, 
however, that these three kinds of sound represent 
successive stages in the development of human speech; 
or that the third kind, if it exists, can be recovered 
sufficiently to help in an understanding of the ultimate 
origins of language (if such an understanding is 
possible). (Prof. J6hannesson's fourth 'stage' is the 
development of Words with abstract meaning from 
those with concrete meaning.) That sounds of the 
first two classes exist in all languages no one will 
deny. Nor need we be surprised at the similarity 
between English 'nanny', Turkish nini (mother) and 
Greenlandic an-ana (mother) ; nor at that between 
English 'ting-a-ling', Turkish tingirtingir (sound of 
metallic things knocking together), and Archaic 
Chinese ting-ning (a small bell). The words collected 
(under the heading of emotional sounds) showing the 
connexion of the n-sound with meanings of "blowing" 
or "breathing" (and hence "the soul") are impressive 
in number. But when under the gestural meaning of 
'curved', 'round', 'swollen' are collected words having 
such diverse meanings as 'grave', 'conceal', 'cover', 
'ivy', 'hair', 'be dark', 'cut', 'neck', 'cub', as well as 
more obvious ones like 'fat', 'tumour', one wonders 
whether this is not all too remote ever to b e con
vincing. 

University Grants Commission Bill In India 

THE Government of India has introduced a Bill in 
the Lok-Sabha called the University Grants Com
mission Bill, 1954; this has now been referred to a 
Joint Select Committee of Parliament. It has been 
claimed that such a Bill was long overdue as univer
sities in India have greatly suffered in the past from 
neglect (Sci. and Cul,t., 20, No. 9; March 1955). 
Except for the Universities of Delhi, Banaras, 
Aligarh and, lately, Visva-Bharati, where financial 
responsibility rests on the Central Government, 
other universities, many of which are much larger and 
much older than these, have not received any con
siderable funds from the central government. They 
have to rely on funds provided by the respective 
States and these are far below their requirements. 
With the increasing tempo of national development 
in all spheres and with the growth of new knowledge 
in science and technology all over the world, the 
universities in India have to enlarge their field of 
education and research if they are to discharge their 
responsibilities to the nat ion. A Bill, therefore, 
which would enable the formation of a Statutory 
University Grants Commission, supplied with 
adequate funds by the Government of India a nd 
clothed with appropriate authority, is most welcome. 

Durban Museum and Art Gallery : Annual Report 
THE annual report for the year 1953-54 of the 

Durban Museum and Art Gallery (pp. 15 ; 1955) 
records the opening of the Old House Museum by the 

Administrator of Natal, Mr. D. G. Shepstone, on 
June 12, 1954. This Museum is devoted entirely to 
the preserva tion and display of historical material 
associated with the Province of Natal. The 'Old 
Durban' Room in the central Museum forms the 
nucleus, and the various and extensive collections 
gathered together by the South African National 
Society (Durban Branch) are likewise centred at the 
Old House. The year also witnessed the virtual 
completion of the new gallery of South African birds 
with its complement; of thirty-six habitat groups. 

International Society for Human and Animal 
Mycology 
THE International Society for Human and Anima l 

Mycology was founded last year by a group of 
scientific workers from ten countries. Its objects are 
to bring together qualified persons interested in the 
study of fungi living on humans and animals ; to 
encourage the formation of regional groups of these 
persons ; to organize meetings of the m embers of 
the Society on the occasion of international con
gresses ; and to publish, as soon as possible, a 
bulletin devoted to human and animal mycology. 
The committee of the Society is as follows : President, 
P. Redaelli (Milan) ; Vice-Presidents, C. W. Emmons 
(Bethesda, Maryland), G. T. Ainsworth (Exeter), P. 
Negroni (Buenos Aires) and G. Segretain (Paris) ; 
General Secretary, R. Vanbreuseghem (Antwerp). 
Persons wishing to join the Society should write to 
the General Secretary at the Institut de Medecine 
Tropicals, 155 rue Nationale, AnverR. 

University of Glasgow 
THE following appointments have been made in 

the University of Glasgow: Lectureships, P. de 
Mayo, K. H. Overton and R. P. A. Sneeden 
(chemistry) and A. M. Andrew (physiology (elec
tronics)); Imperial Chemical Industries, Ltd., Fellow
ships, E. Corinaldesi and P. V. March (natural 
philosophy) and E. Seoane (chemistry); Nujjield 
Fellowships in Genetics, C. G. Elliott (a reappointment) 
and Etta Kafer. Dr. S. C. Curran has resigned from 
the Department of Natural Philosophy in the 
University on his appointment as head of the 
Division of Radioactivity, United Kingdom Atomic 
Energy Authority, and Dr. A. N. MacPhail from the 
Department of Public Health, on his appointment to 
the chair at University College, Khartoum. Work 
has been commenced in the University on the exten
sions to the engineering buildings that are to occupy 
ground most of which was formerly occupied by the 
old chemistry buildings. 

Lady Tata Memorial Trust: Awards 
THE following new awards have been made by the 

Lady Tata Memorial Trust for research on leukoomia 
and allied diseases during the academic y ear 1955-
56 : Scholarships (whole-time or part-time), Prof. 
H. G. Teir (Department of Pathology, University of 
Helsinki) and Dr. C. G. V. Wasastjerna (Department 
of Hoomatology, Maria Hospital, H elsinki) ; P ersonal 
grant, Mr. Stanislaw Joseph (Department of Human 
Anatomy, University of Oxford). In addition, a 
block grant has been made to the Socia l Medicine 
Unit, University of Oxford (Dr. Alice Stewart, 
director), for the cost of a pilot inquiry into possible 
environmental factors in the ::etiology of leukoomia in 
man. Various awards first made to the following in 
previous years (see Nature, 171, 1098 (1953), and 173, 
1170 (1954)) have been renewed for a further year: 
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