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different such collimator inserts, and to each of these 
two extensions or treatment cones can be attached 
to give patient---target distances of either 75 or 100 cm. 
Thus twelve portals are available, some circular and 
some rectangular, with field areas ranging from 7 to 
314 sq. cm. The exposure times corresponding to a 
single treatment of 300 r. vary from 4 to 15 min. 
Patients are supported on vertically and laterally 
adjustable tables and rest against the end of the 
treatment cone. 

Operating -experience obtained during the first five 
months shows that the apparatus meets satisfactorily 
the most exacting requirements of clinical service for 
a seven-hour daily working period. Forty patients 
have been treated during this time, and though, 
according to the report, a definite assessment will 
not be possible for some years, the results appear 
to be most promising. D. A. LAYNE 

THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

IN his presidential address to the Library Association 
conference at Bournemouth on April 29, Mr. L. R. 

McColvin suggested that, so far as the United King
dom is concerned, there are now on the whole enough 
libraries, and the questions requiring consideration 
are whether the libraries are of the right type and 
satisfying the right kind of demand. It is the 
responsibility of librarians and library authorities, he 
said, to help make books a living force in the world 
to-day ; few individuals can possibly acquire for 
themselves more than a fraction of the books they 
could advantageously utilize. To do this, even more 
than for the special library, it is necessary for the 
public librarian to have clear ideas of the purposes 
he is to serve. 

With this in mind, Mr. McColvin developed his 
philosophy of librarianship, arguing that the criteria 
of selection should be not primarily the quality of 
the book ; the aim should be to supply the best each 
reader is willing to take. That is a step towards 
encouraging the fuller and more fruitful utilization of 
human resources, and, with regard to this, he referred 
to the need for a much better organization for the 
dissemination of scientific and technological inform
ation 1tt all levels, from the research worker to the 
one-man business, the operative and the student. 
'l'his is one way in which libraries can promote 
growth, and Mr. McColvin believes that it is even 
more important that they should promote faith and 
understanding. In this connexion he referred as 
illustration to the need to make adequate provision 
for public library services in the British Colonies and 
to the establishment by the Library Association of a 
committee to deal with such obligations. 

In the concluding part ·of his address, Mr. McColvin 
insisted that each element in the library world should 
be in proper relation with all others which in any 
way share in its task of promoting the welfare and 
happiness of the community. The reference and 
technical and commercial departments of the public 
libraries in Britain should be able to call upon or 
refer inquirers to the libraries of research. The special 
library should see that its users are aware of the more 
general and comprehensive services of the public 
library ; and all libraries associated with education, 
from the primary school to the training college, the 
technical institute and the university, should not only 

ensure that books are fully available and fully 
utilized for immediate educational processes, but also 
inculcate a life-long habit of wide reading undertaken 
in the spirit of search and inquiry. In Mr. McColvin's 
opinion, one of the most valuable features of post
war librarianship has been the advance towards 
genuine integration. 

Although the majority of the papers presented at 
the conference were of no more than general or 
indirect interest to the scientific worker or tech
nologist, a number of them will repay reading by 
him for the way in which they show how the work 
of the public library can contribute to the formation 
of an educated public opinion in which scientific and 
technical work can be most fruitfully prosecuted. An 
excellent example is Alderman C. P. Russell's paper, 
with its reference to the value of a good information 
service and the way in which the public library can 
encourage the wide reading that is an antidote to 
prejudice, complacency and apathy. Other papers of 
the same type include the annual lecture, delivered 
by Dr. L. Shores, dean of the School of Library 
Training and Service, Florida State University, with 
its reference to the function of the library in fostering 
free inquiry and overcoming both spiritual and 
material obstacles to such inquiry. Dr. Shores 
emphasized particularly the importance of avail
ability and accessibility of material, especially from 
the point of view of research, and the need for a 
co-operative effort to accelerate the dissemination of 
information required for such purposes and reduce 
the interval between the discovery and the application 
of new knowledge. 

This theme was developed further in several papers 
of some factual interest. These include W. B. 
Stevenson's account of Chaucer House and its library 
and information service, W. C. Watts's review of 
professional institutions and libraries, and K. A. 
Mallaber's survey of the part played by government 
departments, and particularly the Board of Trade, in 
providing information for the business man. A. C. 
Townsend's account of the beginnings of the Univer
sity and Research Section of the Library Association, 
1928-52, and E. A. Baker's note on library research, 
may be put in the same group ; but Councillor A. H. 
Dilley's discussion of libraries and the business man 
is more a pointer to potentialities and opportunities 
of library service. The paper of most direct interest 
to both the man of science and technologist is un
doubtedly that on technical college libraries, by 
L. L. Ardern, librarian of the College of Technology, 
Manchester. Withm1t overburdening his paper with 
detail, Mr. Ardern marshalled sufficient factual 
information to provide convincing support for his 
argument as to the importance of such libraries in 
the expansion of both technical and higher tech
nological education, and to display some of the grave 
deficiencies that are still to be found. 

Quoting from the report on "Libraries in Technical 
Institutions", which was issued in 1938 jointly by 
the Association of Technical Institutions, the Associa
tion of Principals of Technical Institutions and the 
Association of Teachers in Technical Institutions, 
Mr. Ardern stated that only thirteen such colleges 
then possessed more than five thousand books, and 
of these only five possessed more than ten thousand. 
Only fifteen colleges spent more than £200 a year on 
books, binding and periodicals, and only twenty-o!1e 
then employed full-time librarians-at salaries 
ranging from £80 to £450. Nor does Mr. Ardern 
adduce any evidence to suggest that in the interval 
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the position has become less unsatisfactory or the 
need for drastic reform duninished. On the contrary, 
he stated categorically that the specific recom
mendations of this report, which were repeated in a 
1944 policy report, have still to be implemented 
fully, although this year 's annual report of the 
Library Association remarked: " technical colleges 
are now very much aware of the necessity of building 
up a strong and efficient library for the use of 
students" . Nlr. Ardern's paper directs attention to 
a defect in the present provision for technical 
education which calls for immediate action. It is 
not entirely a matter of buildings and accommodation: 
more generous provision for books and periodicals 
could be made without delay, and Mr. Ardern's 
indication of the value and functions of trained staff 
should assist in obtaining from the scientific and 
technical world, as well as from the Library Associa
tion, support for a more generous and enlightened 
staff policy which it is false economy to delay. 

NEW SOUTH WALES UNIVERSITY 
OF TECHNOLOGY 

T HE first graduation ceremony of the New South 
Wales University of Technology (see Nature, 

165, 477 ; 1950) was held on March 15 in the Great 
Hall of the University of Sydney. It is of interest to 
note that, since the University of Sydney is cele
brating its centenary this y ear, there is almost one 
hundred years difference between the ages of the two 
institutions. The honorary degrees of D.Sc. were 
conferred upon the chancellor of the University of 
Sydney, Sir Charles Blackburn, Viscount Nuffield and 
Prof. M. L. E. Oliphant. Fifty-seven graduates were 
admitted to degrees by the president of the New 
South Wales University of Technology, Mr. Wallace 
C. Wurth, the degrees being distributed between 
engineering and science. Those present at the cere
mony included H.E. the Governor of New South 
Wales, Lieut.-General Sir John Northcott, the 
Premier of New South Wales, the Hon. J. McGirr, the 
Minister for Education, the Hon. R. J. Heffron, 
the Primate of Australia, Archbishop Mowll, Cardinal 
Gilroy, representatives of the Services, and senior 
representatives of education and industry. 

The honorary graduates addressed the large gather
ing, stressing the pioneering nature of the University 
of Technology and the co-ordination which must 
exist between other universities in Australia. The 
director of the University, Mr. A. Denning, in his 
report stressed that "in the early history of the 
University the reliance on the close co-operation and 
support of all branches of industry was not mis
placed .... The University thanks the many mem
bers of the advisory panels who have given valuable 
time to help the University. Every effort is being 
made to ensure that each student receives such 
stimulation as will enable him to develop his latent 
capabilities for work and thought and to fit him to 
assume social and political responsibilities inherent 
in communal life". 

Appointments to the following chairs in the Uni
versity have recently been announced. 

Nujfield Research Ohair of Mechanical Engineering. 
As the result of a grant of £25,000 made from 
the Nuffield Foundation, a research professorship 
of mechanical engineering was established in the 
University, and Prof. A. H. \Villis has been ap-

pointed to the chair. Prof. Willis obtained his 
B .Sc. (Eng.) with first-class honours and his Ph.D. 
from the University of London and was awarded 
a Whitworth Scholarship. He spent five years 
as a member of the engineering staff of King's 
College, London, and during the Second World War 
worked as a production engineer with Lagonda, Ltd ., 
where he was concerned with the production of 
shells, flame-throwers and other miscellaneous muni
tions. His association with the University of Tech
nology dates from his appointment as senior lecturer 
in m echanical engineering in January 1950, and later 
as associate professor in mechanical engineering. 

Ohair of Metallurgy. Prof. R.H. Myers will occupy 
the chair of metallurgy in the University as from 
May 4. During the past few months Prof. Myers 
has been surveying the metallurgy developments in 
the United States and Great Britain prior to joining 
the University. In view of the potential metallurgical 
development in New South Wales, the establishment 
of a Department of Metallurgy will be looked upon 
with considerable interest. 

Ohair of Applied Physics. Dr. C. J. Milner, who is 
at present head of the Physics Section of the British 
Thomson-Houston R esearch Laboratory, Rugby, has 
been appointed to the chair of applied physics in the 
University. Dr. Milner, who is the son of Prof. S. R. 
Milner, emeritus professor of physics in the University 
of Sheffield, is a graduate of the University of 
Cambridge, where he worked under the late Lord 
Rutherford, Sir John Cockcroft and Prof. P. Kapitza. 
His main fields of activity have been in vacuum 
physics, electronics, physics of solids and spectro
m etry. During the Second World War, he was con
cerned in the development of ultra-short-wave 
klystron and magnetron valves, and infra-red devices. 

The first annual report of the New South Wales 
University of Technology*, which covers the year 
ended June 30, 1950, reviews also the development 
of the University since the establishment of the 
Developmental Council was approved by the Govern
ment on July 8, 1947. The incorporation of the 
University sprang from the recognition by the State 
of the need for providing facilities for training and 
research in applied science and technology which 
would ensure an adequate supply of highly skilled 
scientific men and technologists for its expanding 
industries and for the continuous advance of scientific 
knowledge. The Developmental Council was established 
under the chairmanship of the Minister of Education 
to exercise immediate control over the University, and 
to recommend the principles that should be established 
for co-operation between the University and industry 
in industrial research and between the University 
and other educational and scientific bodies, including 
the University of Sydney. The Council was also to 
make recommendations regarding the appropriate 
structure for the future control of the University and, 
in the light of such inquiries, including a survey of 
existing technical college courses from the point of 
view of the needs of industry, to draft legislation 
for the incorporation of the University. 

While proposing to establish the University as an 
independent body, in view of restrictions imposed 
by post-war scarcities of building materials and 
equipment, the Council decided to start by utilizing 
the existing resources of the technical education 

• New South Wales University of Technology. First Annual Reporl 
of Proceedings for the Year ended 30th June 1950. Pp. 26, (Sydney : 
Government Printer. 1961.) 
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