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men of science. A former student in the University 
of Zurich, he delivered his lectures in German and 
held various discussions in the chemistry departments 
of the University of Vienna. The lectures dealt with 
historical and humanistic aspects of chemistry and 
also with research work in terpene chemistry and 
stereochemistry. They were delivered in the two 
chemistry departments directed by Profs. Ebert and 
Wessely, respectively, where Prof. Read met most of 
the numerous workers in these very active research 
schools. He was also conducted over the Technische 
Hochschule by Prof. Waldmann and the Institut 
for Radiumforschung (which makes much use of 
radioactive products from the British installation at 
Harwell) by Prof. Bertha Karlik. The lavish hos
pitality extended to Prof. and Mrs. Read included a 
dinner arranged by the combined chemical societies 
at the Rathauskeller. From Vienna Prof. Read 
travelled via Venice to Milan and held similar lectures 
and conferences, mostly in Italian, at Pavia, Bologna, 
Modena, and other university centres. Rome wel
comed him as a labourer of international renown in 
the field of humanistic science, and as a student of 
philology who had rendered great service in placing 
on record the ancient customs and language of 
Somerset and Dorset and in writing and staging in 
the villages of Wessex "rustic dramas composed in 
that curious dialect". Prof. Read is becoming well 
known among Italian men of science, as he undertook 
a similar tour in Italy two years ago, in return for 
the award to him of the valuable Cortina-European 
Prize. 

Research Reports of the U.S. Atomic Energy 
Commission 
THE United States Atomic Energy Commission has 

issued many hundreds of unclassified and declassified 
reports on scientific research work, undertaken in 
various laboratories on its behalf. In order that these 
reports may be easily accessible to American users, 
complete sets of those which have not been pub
lished in the scientific and technical press have been 
sent to some forty universities and public libraries in 
the United States, which continue to receive new 
issues. In Great Britain, up to the present, there has 
been no complete set readily available, though the 
Science Museum Library, South Kensington, London, 
has acquired most of them. The United States 
Atomic Energy Commission recently decided to offer 
another British library the same facilities as the 
American depository libraries, and to provide it with 
all future issues of the reports, and all available 
copies previously published. The Sheffield Science 
and Technology Library has been chosen for this 
role, and an almost complete set of the reports has 
now been received there, dating from 1947, together 
with Nuclear Science Abstracts from vol. 1, 1948, 
covering both American and foreign research in the 
nuclear field. A proportion of the output of the 
Commission's literature indexed in the Abstracts~ 
apart from that in the so-called restricted or secret 
categories~--is not issued in separate report form to 
deposit libraries because of publication in the tech
nical press, while there is a small number of items 
which exist in single copies only. Copies of these will 
be supplied if at all possible from the United States 
on loan through the Sheffield City Libraries, which 
will also make any of the reports in their collection 
available to callers or on loan to other libraries, firms 
and research organizations on request. Lending 
arrangements are similar to those applying to material 

deposited by the Organization for European Economic 
Co-operation ; and the borrower pays postages. 

An Electrically Maintained Watch ~ovement 
A WRISTWATCH using an electrically maintained 

movement has been developed by the L.I.P. Company 
of Paris. The energy to maintain the electro
mechanical system in oscillation is derived from a 
primary cell having a volume of only some 700 c.mm., 
and it is stated that the energy stored is sufficient to 
maintain the watch in operation for more than two 
years. The volume occupied by the mechanism is 
less than 400 c.mm. It appears that a satisfactory 
solution has been obtained to the problems of sealing 
the small primary cell and of producing a contact 
having the necessary mechanical and electrical 
characteristics. The watch has undergone tests 
during the past three years at the National Chrono
metrical Observatory at Besan«,on. 

Science Progress 
AN introductory article on spermatozoa by Lord 

Rothschild makes fascinating reading in the latest 
issue of Science Progress (40, No. 157). Besides the 
probabilities and mechanics of fertilization in plants 
and animals, Lord Rothschild uses spermatozoa to 
illustrate other aspects of cell physiology such as 
protoplasmic contractility, fermentation, oxidation, 
the cell surface and senescence. Other articles include 
Sir Edward Salisbury's discourse on "The Contempla
tive Gardener", Dr. G. O. Jones'saccount of develop
ments in low-temperature physics, the chemo
synthetic micro-organisms by Drs. W. O. Kermack 
and H. Lees, the velocity of light by Dr. L. Essen, 
and the structure of the so-called Golgi body by Dr. 
A. J. Marshall. The journal also contains the 
customary special section describing recent advances 
in astronomy, physics, meteorology, organic chem
istry, geology and botany, as well as the usual notes, 
and essay and short reviews. 

Handlist of South African Periodicals 
A HANDLIST of South African periodicals, current 

in December 1951, superseding that published in 
1946, has been issued as Grey Bibliography No. 5 by 
the South African Public Library, Cape Town (pp. 
54; 3s. 6d.). Compiled by C. Daphne Saul, it gives 
a classified list (with alphabetical index) of serial 
publications (other than school magazines), university 
and college magazines ( other than those dealing with 
specific studies), parish and local church magazines, 
house journals, newspapers, monographs (except the 
Annals of the University of Stellenbosch) and annual 
reports of societies and institutions not accompanied 
by original papers. Additions and corrections to the 
list will appear regularly in the Quarterly Bulletin of 
the 8outh African Library. 

Institute of Atomic Information 
AN Institute of Atomic Information has recently 

been formed, the object of which is to inform the 
lay public about the simpler aspects and applications 
of atomic energy. The activities of the Institute will 
be organized to provide an information bureau, 
study classes, lectures and film-shows, etc. It is 
hoped that men of science and engineers will utilize 
this platform to review the present state of the 
subject and the way in which progress is being made, 
particularly for peace-time uses of the new materials 
and forces which are becoming available. The address 
of the Institute is 23A Craven Street, London, W.C.2 
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