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NEWS and VIEWS 
Forestry in the University of Edinburgh : 

Prof. M. L. Anderson 
DR. M. L. ANDERSON has been appointed to the 

chair of forestry in the University of Edinburgh 
recently vacated by Prof. E. P. Stebbing. Dr. 
Anderson, who already holds a doctorate of the 
University, brings to his new post a wide experience 
of British forestry, having served first in the Forestry 
Commission, both as a district officer and as a research 
officer, and then in Eire, where he was director of 
forestry for the period 194~46 and had to deal with 
the practical and administrative problems connected 
with the severe war-time shortage of timber and fuel. 
In December 1946 he joined the Imperial Forestry 
.Institute at Oxford, where he was responsible for 
instruction and research in forestry mensuration and 
British forestry practice. Dr. Anderson has a wide 
reputation as a sylviculturist with special knowledge 
of the native hardwoods of Britain, particularly the 
oaks, to which he has devoted a great deal of out
door and literary research ; his most recent publica
tion is a very detailed study of the status of the sessile 
oak in the New Forest, and his alleged partiality for 
this species has long been the subject of friendly chaff. 
Another pronounced preference shown in his work 
and writings is for an uneven-aged structure of woods 
and group regeneration, and he has done much to 
collect experimental data bearing on the matter. His 
recent publication on the choice of species in relation 
to site factors is an important contribution to the 
literature of the subject and reveals a wide knowledge 
of this leading aspect of the vast afforestation task 
in Great Britain. His translation of Tamm's work 
on "Northern Coniferous Forest Soils" illustrates 
another task he has frequently undertaken, that of 
making available to the English-speaking forester 
the published material and views of leading foreign 
workers on subjects of importance to Great Britain. 
Dr. Anderson is one of the few British foresters for 
whom Swedish, and even Russian, present no serious 
difficulty. As a contribution towards the investigation 
of another of the major current forestry problems in 
Britain, during his time at Oxford Dr. Anderson 
undertook a study of the relation between the State 
and private forestry in the Western democracies. 
Dr. Anderson's appointment at Edinburgh is a very 
appropriate recognition of the large share he has 
taken in the advancement of knowledge and thought 
in the field of forestry, and the effects on the coming 
generation of his teaching and his example in his 
new post are likely to be far-reaching. 

Education in the University of Edinburgh : 
Sir Godfrey Thomson 

Sm GODll'REY THOMSON' who retired this year from 
the chair of education in the University of Edinburgh 
and from the directorship of Moray House Training 
College, has made a dist;inctive contribution to the 
theory and practice of mental testing. On the theoret
ical side, he has been a critic of the bold generaliza
tions of Spearman and others, and his work on 
sampling and the influence of selection upon the 
factors in a correlational matrix stresses the need 
for caution in this field. On the practical side, Sir . 
Godfrey has made Moray House the major British 
centre for the provision of intelligence tests in schools. 
He has also been concerned with population trends 
and a possible decline in our national intelligence. 

His Galton Lecture in 1946 dealt with this topic. 
He was chairman of the committee which carried 
out the Scottish Mental Survey of 1947, and is con
tinuing his researches on the data which that survey 
provided. Sir Godfrey has also achieved notable 
success as a teacher, and the contribution made to 
educational and psychological research by his pupils 
is very great. There are at present no less than ten 
professors of education or psychology who have 
studied under him. 

Prof. J. G. Pilley 
PROF. JOHN G. PILLEY, who succeeds Sir Godfrey 

Thomson, is a Londoner who graduated in natural 
science in the University of Oxford in 1922. After 
three years as a research physicist, he became a 
university lecturer in education at Liverpool for a 
year and then, from 1926, at Bristol. In 1937 he 
went to the United States by invitation of the 
Rockefeller Trustees and Columbia University to 
study the teaching in American schools and to help 
in formulating proposals for the reform of the 
teaching of science. On the outbreak of the Second 
World War he was prevailed upon to take charge of 
the Department of Education at Wellesley College, 
Massachusetts, the post he now relinquishes. Though 
a man of science, and a successful teacher of science, 
it is in the philosophy of education that Prof. Pilley's 
interest is centred. He stands by the values embodied 
in the educational tradition of classical liberalism 
against every form of facile modernism. He has 
made his mark in America as a vigorous critic of the 
tendency to make education 'scientific', holding that 
this means, in effect, to anchor it to values that are 
shiftingly pragmatic, and often ephemeral. His 
published writings, though slight as yet and mostly 
topical, have a quality and direction which suggest 
that he has an important contribution to make to 
educational theory; perhaps, in particular, to the 
solution of that most urgent contemporary problem, 
the effective integration of science in the theory and 
practice of a liberal education. 

F. M. Balfour (1851-82) 
BORN in Edinburgh a century ago, on November 

10, 1851, Francis Maitla.nd Balfour, a younger 
brother of the statesman Arthur James Balfour, was 
one of the most distinguished of British zoologists 
and embryologists of his time. At the age of twenty
two he did original work at Cambridge on obscure 
p oints in the development of the chick, and at the 
Zoological Station in Naples, under Anton Dohrn, he 
elucidated the embryonic history of the Elasmo
branchs, which was then little understood. This 
latter research, published in the Quarterly Journal of 
Microscopical Science (1873-75), won him a fellowship 
of Trinity College, Cambridge, and a lectureship on 
animal morphology in the University. His classical 
" Treatise on Comparative Embryology" (two vols., 
188~81), a masterly. digest of the previous know
ledge on the subject and embodying his own original 
contributions, was instantly recognized by his fellow 
scientific workers. In the graphic words of his 
teacher, Michael Foster, it "brushed away many 
cobwebs and mooted points with a firm but courteous 
sweep" , and it laid the foundation of the modern 
study of descriptive embryology. Balfour's numerous 
honours included the fellowship of the Royal Society 
in 1878, one of the Society's Royal Medals three years 
later, and the professorship of animal morphology in 
the University of Cambridge, which was created for 
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him in 1882. For several years he was one of the 
editors of the Quarterly Journal of Microscopical 
Science. In the summer of 1882 Balfour went to 
Switzerland to r ecuperate from an attack of typhoid 
fever. He and his guide were killed, probably on 
July 19, while attempting to climb a virgin peak on 
Mont Blanc. His tragic death at the early age of 
thirty-one robbed the world of science of one of its 
most imaginative, original, attractive and promising 
workers. 

Institute of Navigation : Medal Awards for 1951 
THE Gold Medal for 1950-51 of the Institute of 

Navigation has been awarded to H. C. Pritchard for 
valuable contributions to navigation made over a 
number of years in the field of airborne navigation 
equipment. In 1939 Mr. Pritchard formed the 
Navigation Section at the Royal Aircraft Establish
ment, and it was in a large measure due to his per
sonal guidance that practical solutions were found 
to many of the air navigator's problems. Mr. 
Pritchard's team successfully developed the distant
reading and gyro-magnetic compasses, the air mileage 
unit, air position and ground position indicators, the 
drift recorder, the astrograph and the astro-compass. 
Later during the War, Mr. Pritchard was given 
responsibility for the formation of an experimental 
unit to deal with problems of blind approach and 
landing, and important advances were made in the 
art of all-weather flying. 

Bronze Medals, for the best paper to be published 
in any year in the Institute's Journal, have been 
awarded to R. F. Hansford (development of ship
borne navigational radar), C. S. Durst and N. E. 
Davis (jet streams and their importance to air naviga
tion), and Captain F. J. Wylie, R.N. (ret.) (radar 
and the rule of the road at sea). 

Lord Cherwell, P.C., F.R.S. : Paymaster-General 
ON July 5 in the House of Lords, Lord Cherwell 

made a vigorous attack on the way in which research 
on, and development of, atomic energy was being 
conducted in Great Britain. Lord Cherwell has now 
been appointed to the office of Paymaster-General 
in the new Government headed by Mr. Winston 
Churchill, and has been made responsible for the 
supervision of research and production in connexion 
with atomic energy, and also for the Prime Minister 's 
statistical branch. It is worth recalling some of the 
points made by Lord Cherwell in the House of Lords 
debate. He referred to the impending retirement of 
Lord Portal from the post of director of atomic energy, 
and urged a complete change of organization. Civil . 
Service methods, he said, were inadequate for the 
task, and the scientific men and engineers required 
were not forthcoming because they hesitated to com
mit themselves in a service where their work would 
always be subject to Civil Service administration. He 
asked for the transfer of work on atomic energy from 
the Ministry of Supply, which hitherto has been 
responsible for it, "to a special organization under 
the direct control of the head of the Government". 
His present appointment suggests that Lord Cherwell 
will now be able to put his views into practice, though 
such drastic changes in the control of a large body 
of scientific workers and others must clearly take a 
little time. Since he has a seat in the Cabinet and he 
is to have an office at 11 Downing Street, he will 
have easy access to the Prime Minister. Lord Cherwell 
is a man of energy and determination, and can be 
counted upon to see that atomic energy research and 

development in Great Britain receive the attention 
so vital a subject warrants. 

Rockefeller Grant for Chemistry in the University 
of Oxford 
THE Rockefeller Foundation of New York has 

made a grant to the University of Oxford of £10,000, 
to be expended over four years, for the Dyson Perrins 
Laboratory in aid of research in organic chemistry 
sponsored or directed by the Waynflete professor 
of chemistry, Sir Robert Robinson. The chief topics 
of such investigations at the present time are : 
(I) degradative and synthetic studies of alkaloids, 
plant colouring matters, and certain other natural 
products; (2) study of the lipins of tubercle bacilli, 
especially the fatty-acid constituents ; (3) isolation 
of a differential growth-inhibiting factor present in 
malt and wheat-middlings; (4) synthesis of steroids 
other than cortisone (this latter is covered by a grant 
from the Nuffield Foundation); (5) general studies 
of organic chemical reactions. 

The Battelle International Institute 
THE Battelle Institute, Columbus, Ohio, the well

known American industrial research foundation, pro
poses to establish an international industrial research 
institute to serve European industry, on a non-profit 
basis, through science and technology. The new 
body, to be known as the Battelle International 
Institute, will establish research investigations in 
existing research institutes of Europe and in European 
universities and technical schools. It will also operate 
its own laboratories on the Continent. As with the 
parent organization, financial support for these 
activities will be derived from industrial sponsorship, 
from endowment, and from income from patents 
owned by the Battelle Institute. H will conduct 
research in the fields of applied chemistry and physics, 
metallurgy, fuels, ceramics, electronics, theoretical 
and applied mechanics, the engineering sciences and 
agriculture. Mr. John S. Crout, for many years 
assistant director of the Battelle Institute, has been 
appointed executive director of the new Institute. 

Cultural Anthropology of the Rodiyas of Ceylon 
THE Rodiyas of central and southern Ceylon are a 

primitive tribal group, fifteen hundred strong, who 
have become partly incorporated in Sinhalese 
society as a caste of drum-makers and begBars. A 
brief account of them by M. D. Raghavan, ' Cultural 
Anthropology of the Rodiyas" (Ethnological Survey 
of Ceylon, No. 1 : Spolia Zeylanica, 26, Pt. I , 
December 1950), is the first of a series of studies of 
the lower castes in Sinhalese society to be under
taken as part of the Ethnological Survey of Ceylon; 
It describes Rodiya myths of origin ; habitat and 
village organization ; daily life, crafts and methods 
of begging ; rites at birth, marrie.ge and death ; and 
peculiarities of Rodiya dialect, Suggestions are 
offered for Rodiya education e.nd for their further 
assimilation into Buddhist society. Of interest is the 
Rodiya myth of descent from Navaratne Valli, a 
Sinhalese princess who lost her caste through eating 
human flesh, and the comparison drawn between 
this mythical ancestress and the Kerala goddess 
Bhagavadi. 

Catalogue of Kenya Timbers 
THE Government of Kenya has published a 

"Catalogue of Kenya Timbers", prepared by S. H. 
Wimbush, of the Forest Department (pp. 69 ; 
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