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Mechanical Engineering Research Organization : 
Dr. D. G. Sopwith 

DR. D. G. SOPWITH, until recently superintendent 
of the Engineering Division, National Physical 
Laboratory, Teddington, has been appointed director 
of mechanical engineering research in the Department 
of Scientific and Industrial Research in succession 
to the late Dr. G. A. Hankins. Since the death of 
Dr. Hankins in November last year, Dr. Sopwith 
has been acting director. H e will now take complete 
charge of the new Mechanical Engineering R esearch 
Organization, the laboratories of which at East 
Kilbride, near Glasgow, a re already partially built 
(see p. 779). Dr. Sopwith, who is forty-five years of 
age, was born in London and was educated at Man
chester Grammar School and the University of 
Manchester. At the University he obtained a Whit
worth Scholarship and graduated with first-class 
honours in m echanical engineering in 1928. He then 
joined the staff of the National Physical Laboratory, 
Engineering Division, becoming superintendent of the 
Division in 1948. He has published many papers 
on a wide range of subjects, including the d esign 
and causes of failures of engineering components, and 
others on chains and lifting gear, fatigue, helical 
compression springs, screw threads, the penetration 
of armour plate, and breech mechanisms. 

British Caribbean Meteorological Service : 
Mr. W. A. Grinsted 

M:a. W. A. GRINSTED, director of the newly 
established British Caribbean Meteorological Service, 
has recently taken up his appointment at the head
quarters of the Service in Trinidad. Mr. Grinsted 
joined the Meteorological Office in 1920 and was 
appointed to the British East African Meteorological 
Service in 1934. In 1942 he was made assistant 
director of what, in 1948, was to become the 
Meteorological D epartment . of the East Africa High 
Commission. Since the Second World War, m eteoro
logical services in the Caribbean have been operated 
by the Air Ministry. The establishment of the new 
Service was recommended by a conference which met 
in Trinidad in January, at which it was decided that 
the Government of Trinidad and Tobago would 
administer the scheme on behalf of tho other Govern
ments concerned, though the director would have 
direct contact with the other Governments. The cost" 
of the new Service will be met by these Governments, 
assisted by grants from Great Britain from Colonial 
Development and Welfare Act funds and by a con
tribution from the Ministry of Civil Aviation. 

Leadership Training in the Universities 

SIR WALTER MOBERLY's Walker Trust Lecture on 
Leadership, which he delivered to the University of 
St. Andrews on February 13, and which is now 
published (London: Oxf. Univ. Press. 2s. 6d.), was 
an examination of the grounds on which the univer
sities' traditional task of leadership is disclaimed 
to-day. Sir Walter suggested that there is no longer 
a keen demand for the qualities fostered by a 
traditional university education, and that for the 
universities to aim deliberately at producing numbers 
of a ruling class is wrong in principle as well as 
impracticable. Again, even if education for leader
ship were a desirable aim in itself, we are now asked 
whether, in the present cultural situation, it is pos
sible for the universities to impart it or for s tudents 

t o acquire it. It is urged by Mr. ~r. S. Eliot that we 
are sacrificing quality to quantity- and that the 
training of an elite of gifted individuals cannot 
entirely compensate for the disappearance of an 
upper class. Finally, the disappearance of any 
ground-pattern of common belief and behaviour is a 
crippling handicap. Sir Walter concedes the weight 
of these objections, but maintains that education for 
social responsibility is nevertheless still a legitimate 
and essential task of the universities. Whenever the 
managem ent of affa irs or the guidance of public 
opinion is left to persons or groups who are not 
really respected, the life of the community suffers. 
" The imaginative understanding which illuminates 
facts" is the one quality most urgently needed in 
statesmen and all leaders of opinion to-day. If the 
universities are still to educate for leadership, but 
for leadership of a more novel kind, Sir Walter 
suggests first that the family life of the university 
to-day needs special emphasis. Next, members of a 
university community should go out of their way to 
mix with those whose background, professional 
interest, opinions, and perhaps nationality, differ 
from their own; and thirdly, they should seek t o 
a void the danger of narrowness, for example, by 
everyone examining the tacit assumptions of his own 
subject of study and by thinking strenuously about 
the great issues of right and wrong, libert,y and order , 
faith and scepticism. 

Royal Meteorological Society : 
Dinner 

First Annual 

THE Royal Meteorological Society celebrated last 
year its centenary, and this year the new session 
commenced with the inauguration of the Society 's 
first annual dinner, which was held on October 17 
in London. The Society's new president, Sir Charles 
N ormand, welcomed the guest of honour, Sir John 
Slessor, chief of Air Staff, who in ·proposing t,he toast 
of the Society gave many important instances of the 
use of meteorology as a weapon of war, particularly 
in aviation. Sir J ohn pointed out, however, that 
aviation is equally important to meteorology. The 
Meteorological Research Flight at Farnborough, fo r 
which the R.A.F. supplies the aircrews and the 
Meteorological Office the scientific observers, has 
rendered unique service to meteorological research . 
In responding, the retiring president of the Society, 
Sir Robert Watson-Watt, drew a careful distinction 
between the Royal Meteorological Society and the 
Meteorological Office. Sir R obert commented on the 
disparity in the per capita expenditure in Great 
Britain on meteorology and t,hat in the United States, 
which is greater in the ratio of 17 : 10. An expansion 
of the meteorological service would be of great value 
to Britain, not only to aviation but also in many 
other directions, and notably t o agriculture. 

The Wood Pigeon in Britain 

FoR many years it has been recognized that the 
wood pigeon in Britain is harmful to agriculture, and 
varied attempts have been made to prevent its 
depredations. \Vith the coming of the Second World 
War, renewed interest was taken in the protection 
of growing crops and in reducing the number of wood 
pigeons. _In due course the British Trust for Ornith
ology received a grant from the Agricultural Research 
Council for research on the biology and control of 
this species. During the war years the Wood Pigeon 
Investigation, which was given facilities for working 
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