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given by the selection board. The lectures of each 
candidate are criticized by the six other contestants 
for the chair. Practical exercises, consisting of 
experimental demonstrations, have also to be carried 
out. The whole procedure generally takes about a 
month. 

Dr. Grande worked with Prof. C. A. Lovatt Evans 
at University College, London, in 1934, after which 
he was appointed assistant professor of physiology at 
Madrid; during the Spanish Civil War he left his 
post at the University. His work on nutritional 
deficiency was so outstanding, however, that he 
became head of the Physiological Department in the 
Institute for Medical Research, Madrid. This led 
to an increasing interest in the mental and psycho
logical disturbances associated with nutritional 
deficiencies, and in 1949 he went to Cardiff to study 
modern methods of biochemical research with Dr. 
D. Richter at the Neuropsychiatric Research Centre 
there, where he was supported by a British Council 
fellowship. During the past year he has been carrying 
out important work on the mechanism of nervous 
conduction, using the new radioactive tracer tech
niques. 

Lecture Demonstrations at the Royal Institution : 
Mr. W. J. Green 
ON April 15 Mr. W. J. Green retired from his 

position as lecture assistant in the Royal Institution 
on the completion of fifty years service in the 
Institution. Green began as a junior in the Davy 
Faraday Research Laboratory, where he worked first 
under Dr. Alexander Scott, who encouraged him to 
complete his scientific education and take a degree, 
and afterwards under Sir James Dewar. On the 
retirement of Mr. R. N. Lennox in 1909, Green 
became Dewar's principal research assistant, in which 
capacity he gave valuable help in the low-tempera.tu.re 
researches. He was responsible for the operation and 
maintenance of the gas-liquefying plant, and he 
designed and constructed much of the apparatus 
used in the calorimetry of liquid hydrogen. His 
manipulative skill also made him a valuable assistant 
in Dewar's elaborate lecture demonstrations. Later, 
under Sir William Bragg, Green became the principal 
lectUJ'.e assistant at the Royal Institution. Gener
ations of lecturers in the famous theatre will remember 
his skill and his willing help in their preparations. 
The high standard which the Institution has always 
sought to maintain in its experimental lectures owes 
much to him in recent yea.rs. He carries with him 
into retirement the good wishes of his many friends ; 
in the words of Sir Lawrence Bragg at a recent 
meeting: "We shall miss him greatly, for he has 
come to be a part of the Institution he has served". 

Sir George Beilby Memorial Fund : Awards for 
1949 

THE administrators of the Sir George Beilby 
Memorial Fund, representing the Institute of Metals, 
the Royal Institute of Chemistry and the Society of 
Chemical Industry, have decided to make three a.wards 
for 1949, each of one hundred guineas, as follow: 
F. R. N. Nabarro, in recognition of his application 
of mathematical methods to the elucidation of the 
mechanical properties of meta.ls ; Dr. C. E. Ransley, 
in recognition of his experimental contributions to 
knowledge of the behaviour of gases in metals; Dr. 
K. W. Sykes, in recognition of his experimental con
tributions to the study of the combustion of carbon 
and its oxidation by steam. Awards from the Fund 

are made to British investigators in science as a mark 
of appreciation of distinguished work, particularly in 
such fields as fuel economy, chemical engineering 
and metallurgy. in which Sir George Beilby's special 
interests lay. In general, the awards are not applic
able to the more senior investigators but a.re granted 
as an enc, uragement to relatively young men who 
have done independent work of exceptional merit over 
a period of years. Mr. Nabarro, who is thirty-four, 
is a lecturer and research fellow in metallurgy in the 
University of Birmingham and has been working 
on the dislocation theory of slip in metals in the 
study of the mechanical strength of metal crystals 
and the 'creep' phenomena to which they are subject. 
Dr. Ransley is at the Research Laboratories of the 
British Alwninium Co., Gerrards Cross, Bucks, and 
is in charge of a group working mainly on various 
problems arising in the casting and fabrication of 
alumini-um and its alloys ; this work has included a 
study of gas equilibria. in solid and liquid meta.ls, a 
part of which has already been published. Dr. Sykes, 
at present a lecturer in chemistry in the University 
College, Swansea., has ma.de a detailed study of the 
mechanisms of steam-carbon and carbon dioxide
carbon reactions, features of the work being the com
plementary use of both flow and static techniques 
and the development of a special method of controlling 
the temperature of endothermic reactions in flow 
systems ; he has put forward a new theory concerning 
the catalysis of these reactions by inorganic impurities. 

The Bulletin on Narcotics 
THE international control of narcotic drugs and 

the struggle against their illegal and harmful use is 
of the greatest importance to many groups in all 
parts of the world. To help in this work the Division 
of Narcotic Drugs, Department of Social Affairs of 
the United Nations' Secretariat, has launched a new 
quarterly journal entitled The Bulletin on Narcotics. 
The Bulletin is designed to present up-to-date reports 
on the control of narcotics and will contain technical 
and scientific studies on narcotic drugs and articles 
on legislation and administration in various countries, 
as well as a bibliography listing current books and 
articles on the subject. The first issue contains a 
series of illustrated articles on such subjects as opium 
production throughout the world, the commission for 
inquiry on the coca leaf, determining the origin of 
opium, a report on the fourth session of the Division 
on Narcotic Drugs and a calendar of the meetings of 
international organisations concerned with the control 
of narcotics. The Bulletin on Narcotics will be issued 
four times a year in English and French editions, while 
summaries of important articles will be available in 
Chinese, Russian and Spanish. Further particulars 
may be obtained from the United Nations Head
quarters, Lake Success, New York. 

Fossil Vertebrates 
IN the -Museums Journal of August 1949, Mr. A. E. 

Rixon, of the British Museum (Natural History), 
contributes a useful note on the use of acetic and 
formic acids in the preparation of fossil vertebrates. 
The method has been used in the development of a 
series of Plesiosauria.n dorsal vertebrai and ribs 
contained in a Lower Lias nodule from Lyme Regis. 
On arrival at the Museum, only a very small portion 
of the bones could be seen. The exposed parts were 
coated with a solution of polystyrene in ethyl acetate, 
which was allowed to harden. The nodule was then 
placed in a 15 per cent (by volwne) solution of acetic 
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