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Israel Institute of Applied Social Research 
WITH the expansion of its work to other fields of 

a sociological and sociopsychological nature, the 
Israel Institute of Public Opinion Research, which 
was formed last year (see Nature, August 6, 1949, 
p. 214), has boon reorganised into the Israel Institute 
of Applied Social Research. Besides current nation
wide opinion polls, the Institute is now engaged in a 
study of adjustment problems among new immigrants. 
Another extensive and intensive study on problems, 
plans and attitudes of the youth of Israel is in 
preparation. Among other subjects which the 
Institute has been commissioned to analyse are : the 
experience of dwellers in the new housing projects, 
radio listening and juvenile delinquency. Projects 
are accepted from the varioUB government depart
ments and from other civic bodies, as well as market 
research for private firms and organisations. Basic 
social research and experiments in survey techniques 
will be important features of the theoretical work of 
the Institut~. It also co-operates in joint projects 
with scientific organisations in other countries. The 
first issue of the quarterly bulletin, What Israel 
Thinks (price, 2 dollars a year), has appeared. 
Published in English, the bulletin is designed to give 
summaries for the non-Hebrew reader of the reports 
of the Institute on its continuing opinion surveys, as 
well as news about social research in Israel. The 
more comprehensive sociological and psychological 
studies of the Institute will be published separately 
in monograph form in Hebrew (price, 15 dollars a 
year) and in English. Dr. Louis Guttman and Dr. 
Uriel G. Foa continue as scientific director and 
executive director, respectively, of the Institute. The 
new address is Israel Institute of Applied Social 
Research, Sergei Building, Melisande Way, Jerusalem, 
Israel. 

Australian Journal of Agricultural Research 
A NEW quarterly periodical, the Australian Journal 

of Agricultural Research (pp. 102 ; Melbourne : 
Secretary, C.S.I.R.O., 314 Albert Street, East Mel
bourne, C.2, Australia ; 30s. a year), under the 
editorship of Dr. N. S. Noble, is being issued by the 
Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research 
Organisation in collaboration with the Australian 
Institute of Agricultural Science and the Australian 
Veterinary Association. The Journal is intended as 
a medium for the publication of the results of original 
investigations on problems concerned with soils, 
plants and domestic animals, and will deal with the 
physical, chemical and biological aspects of these 
fields of research. The first number ap~red in 
January 1950 and contains papers covering a wide 
range of subjects. These include problems connected 
with potato virus diseases and seedling blight of 
peas, the action of growth substances on various 
plant species, sheep mating and lambing, and locust 
control, as well as studies on trace-element contents 
of herbage in relation to animal health. In addition, 
techniques. are described for use in nematode in
vestigations in sheep and cattle. 

L' 11/ustrazione Scientifica 
A NEW monthly scientific review, L'Illustrazione 

Scientifica (Milan: Aldo Garzanti; 2,200 lire a year), 
has as its object the dissemination of those advances 
made in scientific laboratories throughout the world, 
both during and since the Second World War, which 
"influence our daily life more and more for better or 

worse". It is the intention of the editor-director, 
R. de Benedetti, to publish articles by experts in 
their respective branches of science, written in· a 
style which will give them humanistic rather than 
technological appeal-and, as the name indicates, to 
have them illustrated by plenty of photographs. 
Indeed, the publisher is so anxious for the cultural 
and literary reputation of his firm that he promises 
that all technical minutire will be avoided in the 
expositions. (How many popular scientific journals 
have started with this pious hope !) The number 
under review ably carries out these intentions with 
five articles covering between them a wide field : 
animal life in the desert, X-ray microscopy, acoustics 
of the cla..<isical theatre, antibiotics and stitches for 
wounds. Two of these are translations of articles 
which have already appeared in English in another 
journal. In wishing success to this new venture, we 
may perhaps be permitted to express the hope that 
it may soon have at its disposal sufficient original 
articles to be able to subsist without such repro
ductions, admirable as the articles so chosen 
may be. 

Wool Education Society 
THE International Wool Secretariat, a non-profit

making body set up by the statutory Wool Boards 
of Australia, New Zealand and South Africa to 
further the uses and usefulness of wool, has recently 
set up, through its Department of Education, a n~w 
organisation to be known as the Wool Education 
Society. The main object of this Society is to dis
seminate knowledge of all types relating to wool, 
particularly new developments in the field of wool 
technology, and membership is open to teachers, 
educationists and others interested in wool textiles. 
At first, meetings will be held in London ; but these 
will be extended to the provinces when possible, 
and full reports of lectures will be circulated to 
members. The annual subscription of 7s. 6d. covers 
the receipt of the Secretariat's quarterly educational 
journal, Wool Knowle<lge. All inquiries should be 
addressed to P. A. Wells, Director of Education, 
International Wool Secretariat, Dorland HoUBe, 
18-20 Regent Street, London, S.W.l. 

Ergonomics Research Society 
IN July 1949 a group of people decided to form a 

new society for which the name "The Ergonomics 
Research Society" has now been adopted. Ergonomics 
is by definition to mean "the study c?f the relation 
between man and his working environment", par
ticularly the application of anatomical, physiological 
and psychological knowledge to the problems arising 
therefrom. This covers the field which has variously 
been described as 'fitting the machine to the man', 
human engineering, that part of industrial psychology 
not concerned with vocational guidance, etc. The 
rules of the Society provide that ordinary members 
shall be research workers in the fields mentioned and 
that others interested may become associate members. 
It is hoped to hold meetings three or four times a 
year at which papers will be read and demonstrations 
given, and to publish papers presented to the Society. 
Further particulars can be obtained from the Secre
taries. Ergonomics Research Society, Sussex House, 
34 Palace Road, East Molesey, Surrey. 

Forest Department of Jamaica : Annual Report 
IN the annual report of the Forest Department of 

Jamaica for the year ending March 31, 1948 (pp. 8. 
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