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Physics at St. Bartholomew’s Hospital Medical

College : Prof. J. Rotblat
Dr. J. RorBrAT, who hgs recently been appointed
to succeed Prof. L, pwood in the chair of

physics at St.
College, Londo
in Warsaw,

olomew’s Hospital Medical
olish by birth and was educated
duating at the Free University of

Pgland first research was on the properties of
ghses apffow pressures, but he soon turned to nuclear
Yo, working under the direction of Prof. Werten-

DAt

stein. YIn 1936 he was awarded the degree of doctor
of physics and became assistant director in the De-
partment of Atomic Physics, in the development of
which he took an active part. Dr. Rotblat came to
Great Britain in the spring of 1939, to work in nuclear
phystes at Liverpool, where, except for a period of
war work in the United States, he has since remained.
From the beginning of the War, he took an ever
increasing part in the work of the Physics Depart-
ment at Liverpool, showing outstanding ability in
teaching as well as in research. He made valuable
contributions to the development of atomic energy
in Great Britain, by his own work and by his leader-
ship of a research group. His administrative capacity
has been shown in his work as chairman of panels
of the Nuclear Physics Committee, one for the pro-
motion of the photographic emulsion technique and
the other for the co-ordination of work on new
cyclotrons ; above all, perhaps, in his work on the
Atom Train Exhibition, the success of which was
largely due to him. In the past two years Dr. Rot-
blat’s research interest has turned towards the
medical applications of physics, more especially the
use of radioactive isotopes, a line of work which
should find ample scope for development in his new
post.

International Council of Scientific Unions

THE report of the Executive Committee of the
International Copngcil of Scientific Unions for 1948
ecretary, at Gonville and Caius
ridge. Pp. vii+110. 5s.) forms the
nsable reference work on the work of
the Unions,” listing as it does not only the member-
ship of the Committee, and the adhering Organisa-
tions of the Council, but also the reports from the
several Unions and Mixed Commissions and new
statutes. This year’s report gives the modification
in the statutes of the International Astronomical
Union and the International Union of Pure and
Applied Physics, and the new statutes of the Inter-
national Union of Chemistry and the International
Radio-Scientific Union. The report includes under
the title of “Science and Peace” an analysis of the
seventy replies to the two questions on this subject
sent out to representative men of science as a result
of the June 1948 meeting of the Commission for
Science and its Social Relations (see Nature, 162,
237; 1948; and 163, 190 ; 1949). Among other points
of interest in the report is the resolution sent by the
Executive Committee to the United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organisation and to
adhering organisations and for which support from the
General Assembly of the Council is being requested.
This resolution stresses the importance of the un-
impeded passage of scientific workers from one coun-
try to another for attending meetings of recognized
seientific bodies, for visiting places of research or
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instruction or for other forms of international
scientific contact. The Executive Committee offers
its help in facilitating the work of consulates when
in doubt about granting a visa by naming the
national adhering body which is best qualified to
certify that the applicant is a bona fide scientific
worker and that his application is for a genuine
scientific purpose. A first report from the Inter-
national Union for the History of the Sciences,
formed on October 31, 1947, is included.

Developments at the University of Bratislava qé

FouNDED in 1919, the University of Bratislava had
no science, faculty until 1946, though the natural
sciences ght as part of the medical courses.
Recently, ch progress has been made, and there
a e than two hundred students reading for
degdyes in science. Among others, the Plant Physio-
logical Institute is well organised and conducts
advanced studies, and research work is being under-
taken by Dr. L. Pastyrik, who is studying the com-
position of plant ash in relation to the elements
occurring in the soil, thus following the work of Prof.
B. N&mec. The newly established Wood Research
Institute, under the direction of Dr. J. Travnik, is a
large building, and, though still short of equipment,
is conducting investigations especially on the utiliza-
tion of waste and on the metallic impregnation of
beechwood ; its library and documentation service
are already proving useful. The extensive Slovak
forests have hitherto been wastefully exploited, and
attention is being directed towards the best means
of utilizing timber resources. This Research Institute
is staffed mainly from the University but is inde-
pendent of it.

Bratislava is to have a comprehensive Technical
University, now half completed, covering several
acres and consisting of laboratories for chemical
technology, electricity, pure and applied physics,
fermentation and biochemistry, as well as a large
engineering department. Among recent investigations
conducted at Bratislava are some by Dr. P. Némec
on the antibiotic substances occurring in higher fungi.
Extracts from several species of Polyporus, especially
P. sulphureus, are strongly antibiotic to certain
bacteria, for example, Bacillus coli. Not all species
of Polyporus contain the antibiotic principles, how-
ever. An interesting development of the work was
the observation of a similar bacteriostatic effect
obtained from excreta of herbivorous animals, pro-
vided the excreta had been left some days until
spores of higher fungi had germinated on them. Dr.
N&mec has isolated an actinomyces, provisionally
denoted M-VII, the antibiotic effect of which is
known to be directed against Staphylococcus pyogenes
aureus (line o) but not against B. coli or the Myco-
bacteria.

Seismology in-the Americas

Octobér 1948 under the auspices of the Pan-American
Inspitute of Geography and History, a resolution was
adopted requesting the Institute to create a com-
mittee to promote and co-ordinate seismology among
American countries. This committee is to establish
a central office of information, form a library, main-
tain a secretariat and scientific staff, and to inter-
change data with interested world agencies. It is
expected that this will give fresh impetus to American
seismological activity and international co-operation.
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Appropriate action has already been taken with the
setting up of a sub-committee on seismology within
the organisation of the Commission of Cartography
of the Pan-American Institute of Geography and
History. Interested nations have been invited to
designate committee members, and Dr. Federico
Greve, director of the Seismological Institute of the
University of Chile at Santiago, has been appointed
president. The Seismological Institute has under-
taken to provide the necessary library and office
space and will assign suitable personnel to carry out
the work of the sub-committee. Engineering seismo-
logical work, with the object of improving structural
design practice, will be prominent in the programme
already undertaken by Dr. Greve in view of the
grave importance of this matter in the seismically
active Andean region. The Seismological Institute
has built a number of strong-motion accelerographs
for field-study of the motions characteristic of
destyftive earthquakes.

Germination of Yezo Spruce Seed

A MONOGRAPH of 140.pggeshasbeen published dealing
with physiological on the germination of Yezo
spruce seed ac. 'Agric., Hokkaido Imperial
Univers ro, Japan, 1942). The investigations
wer ca e out on the germination of seeds of Picea

d Picea Jezoensis, and deal with the absorp-
tlo water and non-electrolytes, swelling, suction
force, Change of reserve material and the germination
capacity. It is stated that the salts which cause the
greater absorption of water by seed grains do not
always promote their germination, whereas the con-
centration of non-electrolytes has a great effect on
the germination of the seed. Perhaps a practical
point of interest is the statement that temperature
plays an important part in the germination of both
of the Picea seeds, combined with the amount of
water available. A temperature higher than 25° C.
is unfavourable for germination, whereas a tempera-
ture lower than 10° C. exerts no injurious effect upon
the germinative capacity of the seeds, since seed was
submerged in cold water at that temperature for a
long period without loss of germinating power. These
facts suggest, it is held, that the climatic conditions
of Hokkaido are suitable for the development of the
Picea forest. It is quite a common event for the
Picea seeds to be buried under snow and submerged
in cold water for as long as five months without any

loss of gt% germinative capacity.
Primitive \ Vertebrate

TaE Placoderms are of

1derable interest to the

paleontologist, s’ e t are the earliest of the
gnathostomato tes. In 1934, Erik A:son
Stensxo publ S e first part of a monograph of

sub/g bh supplements in 1936 and 1939.

t work (on the Placodermi of the Upper
an of East Greenland, published as Bd. 139 of
Meddelelser om Gregnland udgivne of Kommis-

sionen for Videnskablige Undersogelser i Gronland.
Pt. 1, pp. 662 with 308 text figs.; Pt. 2, 77 plates
(Kﬂbenhavn C. A. Reitzels Forlag, 1948.) 55 Kr.)
constitutes the second part of the monograph and
treats of the sub-family Bothrioleping, in which two
genera, Bothriolepis and Grossilepis gen. nov., are

recognized. The order Antiarchi, to which the sub--

family belongs, appeared in the Middle Devonian and
became extinct in the Upper Devonian. While off
the main line of vertebrate evolution, the order was
probably derived from early, primitive Euarthrodires
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and deserves notice because of its high specialization.
The author considers that the order falls into two
groups, which he names the Asterolepiformes and the
Bothriolepiformes, and the Bothriolepide form one
of the four families of the second group. The work
is divided into two parts, the first being a detailed
description of the anatomy of the subfamily with a
discussion of the homology of the bones, and the
second is a full account of all previously described
forms and a revision of their systematic position.
Undoubted remains of pelvic fins have been found.
The work is characterized by its comprehensiveness
and by the meticulous care that one has learned to
associate with the author’s previous publications. It
is valuable not only on account of the considerable
additions to our knowledge of the subfamily, but
also because it gives command of all previous work

in the same field. PH“
A Rookery in Winter

DuriNG the last fortnight of 1947, C. M. Ogilvie
made observafionsyat a rookery which had been
first built in in a small beech copse within a
few huny ards of two larger colonies. For four
eohaviour of the birds was closely watched,
tl’lh e March issue of British Birds (42, No. 3 ;
Ogilvie summarizes his observations.
The colony was visited by rooks within two hours
of dawn every day and, except on two occasions,
was finally deserted at least five hours before dusk.
The number of birds varied considerably during the
day, and jackdaws were rarely present. Though
displaying no pairing or nesting tendencies, the
majority of birds indulged in group flights and other
activities associated with considerable mutual excite-
ment. Several paired birds regularly occupied the
nest remnants and frequently, but not invariably,
defended their territory; a preference for certain
nests and the neglect of others were noted. Observa-
tions also showed that ‘nesting’ rooks indulged in
pairing and courtship activity, bill-fondling, mutual
preening and ritual feeding, but coition never took
place and nest construction was not attempted. The
birds appeared to derive a considerable amount of
food from the nests. Variation in weather conditions
did not obviously influence the behaviour of the
rooks or the duration of their visits to the colony.
The article concludes with speculations as to the
significance of Mr. Ogilvie’s recorded impressi(‘ns.

Permian Glaciation in S3ao Paulo, Brazil

A PAPER by Octavi?Barbosa and F. M. de Almeida,
which deals with esentative beds of the Permian
glaciation State of Sdo Paulo, Brazil, has
appeared Anats da Academia Brasileira de
Ciencigf\ (Rio de Janeiro, 1949) under the title,
otal Sobre A Estratigrafia Da Série Tubario
o0 Paulo”. In 1908 the ‘Fubario Series’ was

5 by I. C. White to exist in the coal measures
region of the State of Santa Catarina. This series
was composed of lower glacial beds and upper fluvio-
glacial, lacustrine and swampy beds with coal.
Later on, Euzebio P. de Oliveira separated the lower
glacial beds in a new series named Itararé, and
detailed research in the Tieté basin, Sdo Paulo,
showed that the Itararé-Tubardo Series comprises
five formations: (a) Itapetininga formation, prob-
ably entirely marine; (b) Tieté formation—fluvio-
glacial, swampy and glacial, with Glossopteris flora
and coal; (¢) Gramadinho formation—glacial and
fluvio-glacial ; (d) Capivari formation—marine, with
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