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', which was inaugurated by the 
King at Churc ouse, Westminster, on June 21, 
represents a oncerted effort of various societies, 
public inst' tions, firms, etc., to demonstrate to the 
public · Britain the products of the Colonies of 
Brita' and the ways of life of their people3. The 
Ex · ition Hall of the Central Office of Information 
at xford Street, Marble Arch, W.1, provides the 

ntrepiece of Colonial Month with its "Focus on 
Colonial Progress" Exhibition, which will be open 
until July 30. In addition, there will be special dis
plays of Colonial products in London shop windows; 
many large London stores are arranging displays of 
books and colonial products, which include veneers, 
cocoa and Sea Island cotton. 

In connexion with the "Colonial Month", an 
exhibition entitled "Colonial Geology and Mineral 
Resources" is being held at the Exhibition Pavilion, 
Imperial Institute, South Kensington, London, S.W. 7, 
until July 20. This exhibition, which is organised 
by the directorate of Colonial Geological Surveys, 
illustrates the work of the directorate and the Survey, 
with particular reference to the development of 
mineral resources. The exhibition, which is free, is 
open during 10 a.m.-4.30 p.m. on Mondays to 
Fridays, and 10 a.m.-1 p.m. on Saturdays. Another 
exhibition, on "Traditional Art of the British 
Colonies", is open at the Royal Anthropological 

(see Nature, June 18 (p. 948) ). 

Ice Barrier 
THE problems f origin, 

of the Great R ss Ba · 
subject of a de · y f. F. Debenham in 
the ou pril 1949. The studies 
haitb . much ad a d by the observations and 
m e nts made recent American expeditions. 
R g speaking, the width of the ice-area reaches 
400 miles, and its north and south length, on its 
widest eastern side, 700 miles. It is a vast raft of 
ice, thin compared with its area, loosely held by its 
bounding lands and more securely moored by islands 
and shoals. It is slowly moving towards the H,oss 
Sea, but at a rate that varies in different parts of its 
front. At the free edge the rate may reach 15 ft. 
per day. This is due to accessions of snow and also 
by the creeping, or slumping, of the ice under its own 
weight. But the most striking part of the paper 
deals with the likelihood of accretions in thickness 
due to growth by freezing of the waters below the 
Barrier. Several phenomena support the belief that 
this freezing does occur ; for example, the marine 
plants and shells on the surface of the ice, patches of 
mirabilite (sodium sulphate) originating in minor 
bottom depressions when freezing concentrates the 
water and precipitates the minerals, and lastly 
curious remains of fishes found on the surface but 
clearly emanating from seal attacks in the water. 
These sources of evidence are fully discussed in this 
paper, as well as the rise of the Barrier ice, as it 

its outward flow. 

'Escape from the Take-all Disease 
IT has been shown by S. D. Garrett (Ann. App. 

Biol., 35, No. 1 14- ch 1948) that the severity 
of root e ake-all fungus, Ophiobolua 

·s, is edu d by applications of nitrogen, and 
b c d ssings of phosphate and potash. 
This s ate of affairs was observed in field experiments, 
but not in pot cultures where the fungus was in-

oculated on the crowns of barley plants. The dis
crepancy is interpreted by assuming that in the field 
the added fertilizers stimulate the plant to make new 
roots faster than the fungal parasite can attack them, 
and so the host 'escapes' from the fungus. 

American Birds 
THE Chica o Fi useum of Natural History 

has recent! · ed the third part of its catalogue 
of mericas and adjacent islands. The 
catalo . -contains accounts of . all the species and 

ws known to occur m North America, 
100, Central America, South America, the West 

I es and Islands of the Caribbean Sea, the Gala
pagos Archipelago, and other islands which are 
included because of their faunal affinities. In the 
present number, descriptions of the families J acanidae
Rostratulid:e- H:ematopodid:e, Charadriid:e - Scolo
pacid:e - Hecurvirostrid:e, Phalaropodid:e - Bu
rhinidaJ- ThinocoridaJ- ChionididaJ, StercorariidaJ
LaridaJ -Rynchopidre-Alcidre are given. The final 
volume, containing descriptions of the Falconiformes, 
is now in course of publication. 

Research on Whale Products 
THE Department of Scientific and Industrial 

Research is consi ing establishing on a more 
permanent basis e section of the work of the Food 
Investigation ganisation at the Low Temperature 
Re3earch S 10n, Cambridge, dealing with food pro
ducts fro he whale other than oil. A laboratory on 
board t F.F. Balaena has been operated by the Low 
Tern rature Research Station during the last three 
w ing seasons on a year-to-year basis. Longer 
range research, mainly of a biochemical character, is 
now planned. Further information about the kind 
of work contemplated can be obtained by research 
workers and others interested in this new field from 
the Superintendent of the Low Temperature Research 
Station. 

Conference of the South-Western Naturalists' 
Union 
THE twenty-s ond annual conference of the South

Western Nat alists' Union was held at the Pump 
Room, Bat , during June 3-6, by invitation of the 
Bath Nat al History Society. The conference was 
opened 1th a reception given by the Mayor of Bath, 
Coun · or L. N. Punter, at which Mr. W. G. Rawlings 
gav a talk on "The Nightingale". Much of the 
c erence was devoted to excursions, including 

her hill Down, A vebury and Lacock, and botanists 
were gratified at the number of different species of 
orchids and other chalk-loving plants that were 
found. At the general meeting on June 6, the presi
dent of the Union, Sir Lewis Fermor, gave his 
presidential address, the subject being "Water". In 
this address attention was given to the natural
history aspects of water, under such headings as 
beauties, benefits, damage due to water, conservation, 
underground water, solution with production of 
caves, and hot springs. Special stress was laid on the 
necessity for controlling the destructive action of 
water that causes soil erosion and flooding, and on 
the necessity for engineering measures of conservation 
by which countries that are now deficit countries for 
food production may become self-supporting. Mr. 
Peter Scott was elected president for 1950, and 
Marlborough wall selected as the venue for the annual 
conference for Whitsuntide, 1950, at the invitation 
of the Marlborough College Natural History Society. 
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