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THE Registrar-General has recently issued the 
second of the monographs dealing with medical and 
population subj te ickness in the Population of 
England and in 1944-47; H.M. Stationery 
Office. Is. more than a century the statistics of 
the r agister Office have provided a basis for 
attac edical science on the killing diseases ; 
bll'f i.t only in recent years that an attempt has 
bee\1 made on a national scale to measure ill-health 
which does not necessarily cause death, but which 
leads to great economic loss as well as individual and 
social disturbance. Before ill-health can be measured 
it must be defined, and for any published morbidity 
statistics to have real meaning the terms used should 
command general acceptance. In the present stage 
of development of this subject terminology is neither 
precise nor uniform, and here the author of the 
monograph, Dr. Percy Stocks, chief medical statistician 
to the General Register Office, makes an attempt to 
standardize terminology by describing in detail the 
terms he uses in the interpretation of his material. 
He then examines the value and limitations, as 
indices of morbidity, of information derived from 
notifications of infectious diseases, from the Survey 
of Sickness, carried out monthly since 1943, and from 
statistics special food allowances given for certain 
diseases.;, .b 
Training t e Employment Interviewer 

AN article on he means of making employment 
interviewers more ent in selecting and allocating 
applicants for jo has been written by John Munro 
Fraser in t rent issue of Psychology at Work 
(2, No. 2, y 1949). These courses have been 
organiU-. by the National Institute of Industrial 

and are arranged in groups of three, the 
fiis1\of the group having been started in September 
1946 to provide instruction in the systematic approach 
to selection and allocation and to give supervised 
practice in interviewing. On the second course, which 
was arranged some months later, students are given 
more intensive practice in interviewing. A little 
later the third course takes place, and here the per
sonnel officers attending are shown how to use and 
interpret a series of intelligence tests suitable for 
different levels of employees. Already a number of 
these grouped courses have been arranged in different 
parts of Great Britain, and the results have been 
entirely satisfactory, a reasonable standard of com
petence having been reached by the students. 

Fourth Empire Mining and Metallurgical Congress 
A THIRD circular on the coming Fourth Empire 

Mining and Metallurgical Congress has recently 
been published. Details of this Congress have 
already been reported (see Nature, February 5, 
p. 206), buV this new circular, besides covering 
all the poirits previously mentioned, contains the 
final pro amme details in the various centres, a list 
of paJ! s to be read and a list of delegates. The 
gene I time-table is: July 9-12, inauguration of the 
Congress in London, and short excursions in the 
London area ; July 13-1 7, technical sessions in 
Oxford; July 18-23, excursions to a choice of one 
of the four following centres-Cardiff, Cornwall, 
Edinburgh or Newcastle-on-Tyne. The sessions in 
Oxford will be organised as follows: A and B, mineral 
resources; 0, modern methods of prospecting; D, 
physiological and psychological effects of heat and 
humidity on workers in deep mines and metallurgical 

works; E, petroleum; F, coal; G, present-day 
trends in mineral dressing; Hand I, metallurgy and 
metallurgical industries. In addition to the technical 
papers which will be presented at these sessions, three 
evening lectures will be delivered : "Metallurgical 
and Mining Aspects of Atomic Energy" by Sir John 
Cockcroft, director of research (atomic energy), 
Ministry of Supply; "Miners as Pioneers" by Dr. 
Charles Camsell, formerly Deputy Minister of Mines 
and Resources, Ottawa ; and "The General Theory 
of Metals and Alloys" by Dr. W. Hume-Rothery, 
lecturer in metallurgical chemistry, University of 
Oxford. Besides the member States of the British 
Commonwealth, eleven other countries will be repre
sented at the Congress, as follows : Belgium, Chile. 
Egypt, Holland, Iraq, Italy, Norway, Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland and the United States. Further informa
tion may be obtained from the Joint General Secre
taries, Fourth Empire Mining and Metallurgical 
Congress, 436 Salisbury House, Finsbury Circus, 
London, E.C.2. 

Summer School in Theoretical Physics at Bristol 
THE H. H. Wills Physical Laboratory and the 

Department of Ad ducation of the University of 
Bristol, in co-op tion with the Institute of Physics, 
will be condu g in Bristol during September 19-24 
a summer ool in theoretical physics, with par-

plication to crystal growth and related 
probl Lectures will be given by Prof. N. F. 
Mo , Dr. F. C. Frank and others. The present 
course is similar in conception to those of previous 
years, and is intended mainly for research students 
at universities and for the members of the staffs of 
Government and industrial laboratories who wish to 
familiarize themselves with the theoretical aspects of 
subjects with which they are, or have been, con
cerned on the experimental side. In addition to the 
regular lectures, there will be opportunities for 
research workers attending this course to discuss 
their own work and its theoretical implications. The 
course will refer to the development of ideas brought 
forward at the Conference of the Faraday Society in 
April of this year. The fee for the course is six 
guineas, but a limited number of free places will be 
available for students. The total number attending 
the course will be limited to about fifty. Further 
particulars and forms of application, to be returned 
before July 10, can be obtained either from the 
Director of the Department of Adult Education, 
University, Bristol, 8, or from the Secretary of the 
Institute of Physics, 4 7 Belgrave Square, London, 
S.W.l. 

Annual Meeting of the Society of Chemical Industry 
THE annual general meeting of the Society of 

Chemical In stry will be held during July ll-15 at 
Whitwor Hall, University of Manchester, under 
the pr dency of Sir David Rivett. Special features 
of e meeting will be the presentation on July 
1 of the Medal of the Society to Dr. Foster D. 
Snell, of New York, who will give an address on 
"Detergents and Detergency", and on July 14 the 
I van Levinstein Memorial Lecture by Prof. Paul 
Karrer, of Zurich, on "A Short Survey of the Bio
logical Significance of the Vitamins and Related 
Substances". The programme of the meeting will 
consist mainly of lectures, works visits and social 
excursions. The British Rayon Federation is arranging 
an exhibition of fabrics at Ashburne Hall during the 
week of the meeting. Further information may be 
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