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Biochemical Society. The third form, which is 
generally adopted for the summer meetings, is that 
of visits to genetical laboratories or other places of 
interest to geneticists. On these occasions primary 
emphasis is placed on seeing the work in progress 
and the methods which are used there. 

The Genetical Society played a large part in the 
Seventh International Genetical Congress held in 
Edinburgh in 1939. It has also always taken the 
opportunity of inviting geneticists from overseas, who 
might be visiting Britain, to attend its meetings and 
to read papers. In this way many eminent geneticists 
have been the guests of the Society, including the two 
Nobel Laureates in genetics, T. H. Morgan and H. J. 
!Y.luller. Since the. War a still more positive inter. 
national policy has been adopted. Scarcely, in fact, 
was the War over before, in November 1945, the 
Society held a conference to which were invited 
geneticists from most of the western European 
countries and from the United States. Accounts were 
presented of the progress of genetical work in Britain 
during the war years, and the foreign visitors 
described activities in their own countries. Coming 
when it did, this meeting was appreciated by all as 
being not only a very happy occasion, but also one 
of the greatest value in renewing personal exchange 
of views, and going far to remedy the difficulties 
caused by lack of free communication during the war 
years. A further and similarly successful international 
conference· was arranged in 1948 on genetics in 
relation to cancer problems, this time in co-operation 
with the British Empire Cancer Campaign. 

The history of the Genetical Society is one of 
steadily increasing membership and steadily widening 
interest. The growing importance of genetics for 
other branches of science has been reflected in the 
Society's co-operation with other bodies in joint dis
cussions. The growing strength of genetics has 
equally been reflected in the international conferences 
that have been held. Genetics has, indeed, changed 
and grown profoundly in the last thirty years, and 
the process is accelerating rather than declining. The 
Genetical Society has a great part to play in the!!e 
changes if it is to serve the science in the future as 
it has done in the past. It must not merely continue, 
but strengthen, its efforts to combine the well
established function of promoting intercourse among 
its members, and the special branches of the science 
that they practise, with the newer and broader 
purpose of presenting genetics as one of the focal 
points not only of biology as a whole, but also of 
agriculture, medicine and the non-biologicalsciences; 
and it must do so on no narrow national basis. The 
developments, especially of the last few years, show 
that the Society is aware of these growing responsi
bilities. Looking back over its first hundred meetings, 
it may justly face the future with confidence in its 
ability to meet the needs of the time. 

to Prof. Th. Redwood at the School of Pharmacy of 
the Pharmaceutical Society and succeeded him in 
1885 as professor of chemistry, a position held for 
ten years, during which, in 1887, he became director 
of the Society's new research laboratories. Simult
aneously, he held the post of demonstrator in the 
University laboratories, Oxford (1884), and in 1885 
was appointed University lecturer in chemistry in its 
relation to medicine. The medical bias of his work 
was confirmed by his appointment to the professor
ship of chemistry at St. Thomas's Hospital (1892-
1900). Dunstan's organising ability led him to serve 
as secretary of the Chemical Society (1893-1903), and 
he was a vice-president of the Society during 1904-{)6. 
He was a member of Council of the Royal Society, 
and at the York meeting of the British Association 
in 1906 was president of the chemistry and agriculture 
section. 

During the earlier years, Dunstan published many 
papers on the chemistry of drugs ; but his major 
original work was done largely in collaboration with 
other workers, notably Prof. J. T. Cash, T. A. Henry, 
E. Goulding, F. H. Carr, H. Brown and A. E. 
Andrews. Much of the work, for example, that on 
the pharmacology of aconitine and its derivatives 
(with Cash), the Indian aconites, podophyllum, and 
Hyoscyamwt alkaloids, was still of pharmacological 
and medical interest ; but the research with Goulding 
on oximes was purely chemica.! in interest, and that 
in association with Henry on cyanogenesis in plants 
was a new field of much scientific and practical 
importance. 

Sir Wyndham's real life-work, however, in which 
his abilities as man of affairs had full play, was done 
at the Imperial Institute, which was founded to 
investigate and display the raw materials of British 
overseas countries with a view to their commercial 
utilization. He was appointed director of the Scientific 
and Technical Department in 1896, and succeeded 
Sir Frederick Abel in the full directorship of the 
Institute in 1903. Possessed of clear insight, decision 
and driving power, he recognized promising lines of 
work, and, with the help of a staff devoted to the 
mission of the Institute, greatly extended the 
laboratory and intelligence services, established 
technical advisory committees and carried through 
investigations which have proved of great and lasting 
value to the overseas countries in developing their 
natural resources. Particularly valuable work was 
done in connexion with the much-needed extension 
of cotton cultivation, and Dunstan's reports on 
"British Cotton Cultivation" (1904 and 1908) and 
on "Cotton Cultivation of the World" (1910) sum
marized the position at those times. He was president 
of the International Association of Tropical Agri
culture in 1910 and of the International Congress of 
Tropical Agriculture in 1914. In 1916 the circum
stances of the 'Var suggested an inquiry into the 
possibilities of increased use in Britain of certain 
Indian raw materials, and, a.t the invitation of the 
Secretary of State, Dunstan organised, through the 
Imperial Institute Committee for India, an inquiry 
into the subject, which resulted in a series of valuable 
reports. On the mineral side, Sir Wyndham's official 
":H,eport on the Coal Supply of India" was published 
in 1898. At his instance, and under the auspices of 
the Imperial Institute, Colonial mineral surveys were 
established in Nigeria, Nyasa.land and Ceylon, which 
had important practical results and laid the found
ations of the present Colonial geological surveys. 
Meanwhile, the quarterly Bulletin of the Imperial 
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Institute had been first issued in 1903, and this 
publication rapidly increased in importance. 

Dunstan early recognized the potential educational 
value of the public exhibition galleries of the Imperial 
Institute. He secured the appointment of a scientific 
staff which commenced the reorganisation of the 
galleries, and under his direction set in train their 
evolution, which has advanced step by step with the 
economic and social development of the overseas 
countries. He was honorary treasurer and secretary 
of the Sudeley Committee, and furthered the objects 
of that body by appointing a guide lecturer in the 
galleries and encouraging conducted visits of school 
parties. 

By official requests Dunstan visited Cyprus, Asia 
Minor, Ceylon, India and Newfoundland, and prepared 
reports on their economic development. 

Sir Wyndham, together with Dr. A. Senier, was a 
founder and a vice-president of the Aristotelian 
Society. He married as his second wife Violet M. C. 
Hanbury Tracy, and she survives him. 

s. E. CHANDLER 

Sir Robert Robertson, K.B.E., F.R.S. 
d away on April 28 after 

a short illness whic ed a very strenuous life. He 
was working at · researches in the Davy Faraday 
Laborato st up to the last, although he was in 
his eighti year. I was first associated with him in 
1900 whe he was directing the laboratory of the 
Rov£\..'Gunpowder Factory at Waltham Abbey. In 
thost "days, almost half a century ago, ideas as to 
scientific control in manufacture were very modest, 
and the scale of remuneration was even more modest ; 
and so this important Government factory had a 
staff of five or six chemists only, and their duties 
were many and diverse. 

While at Waltham Abbey, Robertson carried out 
an important investigation which cleared up the then 
obscure question of the stabilization of guncotton, 
and made it possible to rationalize the method of 
boiling. Together with his colleague, the late 
William Rintoul, he worked out in his own time a 
process and plant for the recovery of the acetone 
used in the manufacture of cordite, and this was 
installed in the Royal Gunpowder Factory. 

In 1907 he was transferred to the Research Depart
ment at Woolwich Arsenal, which had been started 
a few years before, largely at the instigation of Lord 
Haldane, as a counterpoise to the German Zentral
stelle. There he directed the laboratories, and his 
work was again concerned principally with explosives. 
He continued accurate determinations of the calori
metry of propellants, work which proved of great 
value during the First World War, when it became 
necessary to modify the composition of cordite on 
account of the shortage of acetone. T.N.T. having 
been adopted for filling high-explosive shells, the 
manufacturers in Great Britain had difficulty in mak
ing enough of it, so Robertson and his staff worked 
out a process and erected a pilot plant, which was 
copied on a very large scale at the new factories 
at Oldbury and Queensferry. 

Robertson was elected to the Royal Society in 
1917 and was made a K.B.E. inl 1918. In 1921 he 
became Government Chemist, and the range and 
scope of his activities were greatly extended, but he 
also found time and energy to carry out researches 
after hours. With his colleagues he investigated the 

infra-red spectra of ammonia and phosphine, and 
so was a pioneer in a branch of physical chemistry 
which has now become a most important means 
of investigating molecular structures. He also 
made discoveries about the structure of diamonds. 

In 1931 he was one of the organisers of the chemical 
section of the Faraday Centenary Exhibition held at 
the Albert Hall, London. His acquaintance with 
research workers and laboratories throughout the 
kingdom enabled him to help bring together a most 
interesting lot of exhibits, and he inspired the whole 
of his staff with his own enthusiasm. 

He retired under the age limit in 1936, but his 
activities did not cease, and he continued his 
researches, now in the Davy Faraday Laboratory ; 
and in 1937 he was appointed director of the Salters' 
Institute of Industrial Chemistry. The Second World 
War, however, stopped these researches, as he 
rejoined the Research Department and took charge 
of the branch of it which was opened at Swansea. 
He also became chairman of several research 
committees, an activity for which he was specially 
fitted. After the War he went back to his 
laboratory bench in Albemarle Street and resumed 
other activities ; but even his vitality was ultimately 
exhausted. 

One of Robertson's greatest fields of work was the 
Royal Institution, of which he was secretary during 
1926-29, and treasurer until 1946. During this time 
he helped to raise a very large sum for rebuilding 
practically the whole of the Institution and endowing 
its work. 

Robert Robertson was born at Cupar in 1869. In 
1903 he married Kathleen Stannus ; he leaves a son 
and a daughter. ARTHUR MARSHALL 

Dr. W. J. Perry 
W. J. PERRY's intere t in anthropology developed 

while he was readin ematics at Cambridge and 
had the good for o come into close contact with 
W. H. R. Rive , hen the latter was concerned with 
external sour f ritual and other cultural features 
in Mel nd was interested in Elliot Smith's 

it a· arc aic ritual in Egypt. Perry took up the 
• question of evidence for the survival of 

e ts of ancient Egyptian cults, beliefs and 
institutions in other parts of the world. For a while 
this was a leisure occupation, but on his invitation 
to join Elliot Smith at Manchester as reader in com
parative religion, he was able to devote himself 
entirely to these questions, learning Dutch in order 
to make a detailed study of the Indonesian material, 
which he published in his first major work, "The 
Megalithic Culture of Indonesia" (Manchester, 
1918). 

Perry then proceeded on a programme of much 
wider scale which sought to demonstrate the diffusion 
of archaic cults as part of an early cultural complex 
throughout southern Asia, the Pacific and much of 
North America. His hypothesis concerning a world
wide archaic culture of predominantly Egyptian 
origin was set out with a wealth of detail in "The 
Children of the Sun" (1923), published at the time of 
his appointment as reader in cultural anthropology 
in the University of Lonion. Perry's later work in 
London was increasingly hampered by severe illness, 
which compelled him to retire in 1939 ; but he made 
a number of supplementary studies, notably of the 
diffusion of agriculture, related crafts and ritual i 
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