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. C. H. Robinson 

CLIF D HANKS Dominion agricultural 
che st in the Science rvice, Department of Agri-

ture, 0 wa, at the Civic Hospital there 
o II age o sixty-two. He had been 

ea or some m nths and suffered a stroke 
uar 22 from which he did not recover. 

o nson was born in Lambton County, 
rio, and, having entered the University of 
nto in 1905, where he became an ardent disciple 

of the late Prof. Lash Miller, he graduated in 1909 
with first-class honours in chemistry. Following a 
year of postgraduate work in organic chemistry, he 
accepted a position as assistant chemist in the 
Division of Chemistry at the Central Experimental 
Farm, Ottawa, and in 1914 became chief assistant to 
Dr. F. T. Shutt, Dominion chemist. On the retire
ment of Dr. Shutt in 1933, he was appointed acting 
Dominion agricultural chemist and was confirmed in 
that position in 1935. 

Gifted with a keen and thoroughly practical mind, 
Mr. Robinson was well fitted to apply his wide 

knowledge of chemistry to the solution of agricultural 
problems, and he was a leading authority on agri
cultural chemistry in Canada. Under his direction 
the activities of the Division of Chemistry expanded 
rapidly, until at the present time they include 
research in animal nutrition, plant chemistry, food 
chemistry, soils and fertilizers, pesticides, vitamins 
and animal physiology, carried out at the central 
laboratories at Ottawa and in branch laboratories at 
Kentville, Nova Scotia, Summerland and Saanich ton, 
British Columbia. Mr. Robinson served as depart
mental representative on several agricultural com
mittees. He was a fellow of the Chemical Institute 
of Canada, and a member of many other societies 
connected with chemistry. 

Mr. Robinson took a keen interest in sports of all 
kinds and in his younger days was an enthusiastic 
tennis and lacrosse player. In recent years, his prime 
interest was in his home, and he is survived by his 
wife, two sons and two daughters. His loss will be 
keenly felt not only by his family, but also by his 
host of personal friends and scientific associates in 
Ottawa and across Canada. 

NEWS and VIEWS 
Royal Society : Election of Foreign Members 

AT a meetin of the Royal Society held on May 12 
the followin ere elected foreign members of the 
Society: of. P. W. Bridgman, research professor 
of phy · s at Harvard University; Prof. N. L. 
Bow , petrologist at the Geophysical Laboratory, 
C egie Institution, Washington; Prof. Max von 
Laue, of the Max Planck Institute, Gottingen, Ger
many; Prof. Erwin Schrodinger, senior professor and 
director of the Department of Theoretical Physics, 
Dublin Institute of Advanced Studies, Dublin. 

Prof. N. L. Bowen 
Geophysical Laboratory 

of the Carnegie •c"""""*"ashington, and some
time distinguished s ce ofessor of petrology in 
the University o:fiC:l ago, is one of the great pioneers 
in petrology. Distinguished 
as physical and petrologist, an experimenter 
of his researches have been primarily 
dev the experimental field of silicate equilibria 
at h temperatures, and to the application of these 
and related studies to the fundamental problems of 
the igneous rocks. Some of his great contributions 
to petrogenesis-on the role of fractional crystalliza
tion in the evolution of igneous magma, the concept 
of the reaction series in the igneous melt and his 
critical assessment of magmatic assimilation pro
cesses-have been brilliantly developed in his 
"Evolution of the Igneous Rocks" (1928), a survey 
and synthesis which has exerted a greater influence 
on petrological thought than any other contribution 
in this field over many years. These, with his later 
studies, have made a deep impression in an ever 
widening field, not only in igneous and metamorphic 
petrology but also in the related study of silicate 
technology. 

Dr. Bowen's work has not been confined to the 
laboratory. He gained his early field training with the 
Geological Survey of Canada, and ever since going to 
the Geophysical Laboratory of the Carnegie Institu-

tion in 1912 his experimental work has been happily 
blended with research in the field. Some of the out
standing products of this dual study so fruitfully 
conceived are exemplified in his investigations on the 
ultrabasic rocks, notably the peridotites of the Cuillin 
Hills of Skye, and in his work in the volcanic fields 
of East Africa. In the history of experimental 
research in petrology, particularly the study of 
heterogeneous equilibria in silicate· melts, no one has 
broken so much new ground or contributed in 
richer measure to the solution of fundamental 
problems of igneous petrogenesis. 

Prof. P. W. Bridgman 
PRoF. P. W. BRIDGMAN, research professor of 

physics at Harvard University, is known to all 
physicists · pioneering work on the properties 
of subst at y high pressures. Bridgman 
devise ds to withstand high pressures, 
par:ticu rl method of the unsupported area 

1 ena s oints to be designed which become 
t1 er the hig er the pressure. In the first stage of 
hi work he studied the properties of substances up 
to pressures of 20,000 atmospheres : the change of 
volume, the melting and transition points, the vis
cosity and the electrical properties. As a result of 
his researches on the behaviour of materials under 
pressure, he was next able to extend his measurements 
to pressures of 50,000 atmospheres, and further 
apparatus is being developed in his laboratory for 
investigations to pressures of 100,000 atmospheres. 
Not only is the work of direct application to geo
physics and other branches of science and technology, 
but also the investigation of the effect of pressure on 
the outer structure of atoms is of theoretical import
ance. Bridgman was awarded the Nobel Prize for 
Physics in 1946. He is not only a pioneer in this 
field of high pressure, but also has made important 
contributions to thermodynamical and statistical 
theory and has also influenced philosophical thought 
in the realm of mathematical logic. 
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