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preservation of its amenities, and his major pub
lication, "The Coastline of England and Wales", was 
intended to serve the double purpose of summarizing 
the state of our knowledge of the coastline and of 
focusing attention on the need for preserving this 
ample but easily marred heritage. He has completed 
a report on the English and Welsh coasts for the 
Minister of Town and Country Planning, and is now 
engaged on a similar project for the Scottish Office. 
Mr. Steers's interests have by no means been confined 
to the coastline. His first book, "Map Projections", 
was a surprising and most adequate production for 
one who lays no claim to mathematical knowledge. 
·'The Unstable Earth" is more representative of his 
real interests, which have always been close to 
geology ; but perhaps "Scolt Head Island" expresses 
most nearly his approach to problems, in that it 
brings together the work of specialists on the various 
field studies in the elucidation of one specific region. 

Hosiery Research Council : Dr. D. Starkie 
KIE has been appointed director 
Hosiery Research Council. The 

appointment · ne of the most important preliminary 
en in the establishment of a research 

organisat ' for the hosiery industry. Dr. Starkie, 
ty-four, was educated at Staveley Grammar 

Scho and the University of Sheffield, and obtained 
a ree in physics, with first-class honours, in 1925. 
He was awarded his M.Sc. in 1926 and Ph.D. in 1927 
as a result of work on the band spectra of the alkali 
compounds. After leaving the University, Dr. 
Starkie lectured and carried out research on the 
physieal properties of glass. He spent two years on 
research with the Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical 
Co., Ltd., and then became chief physicist at Messrs. 
A. Jobling and Co., Ltd., glass manufacturers. In 
1939 Dr. Starkie was appointed head of the physics 
research department of the Plastics Section of Im
perial Chemical Industries. Much of his time was 
devoted to the investigation of the properties of 
synthetic yarns and fibres, and he worked in close 
collaboration with a special fibres development de
partment formed to develop the use of synthetic 
fibres in the textile industry. When it was decided 
to create an optical development department in 1944, 
Dr. Starkie was placed in charge of its formation, and 
the results of his work have had important effects 
in the optical field. Dr. Starkie is a member of a 
number of scientific societies and service committees 
and is also on the Council of the British Scientific 
Instrument Research Association. He will be re
sponsible for the plan and organisation of the new 
Hosiery and Allied Trades Research Association now 
being formed. The Hosiery Research Council, which 
has done the preliminary work, already possesses 
premises equipped for research at Thorneywood 
House, Nottingham, where there is the nucleus of 
a traumc..staff. 
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Later, his analysis of the spectra of planetary nebulre 
brought to light the unexpectedly high cosmic 
abundance of the inert gases. The puzzle of the 
selective excitation of certain permitted lines in 
nebular spectra was explained by him in a completely 
satisfactory way in terms of close chance coincidences 
between the wave-lengths of emission lines in the 
inaccessible ultra-violet. Dr. Bowen is well known 
also as an optical designer. Perhaps the most useful 
device associated with his name is the 'image slicer', 
by which the starlight that would otherwise be 
wasted on the slit-jaws of an astronomical spectro
graph is directed into the instrument, thus greatly 
increasing its effective speed. He is now in charge 
of the installation of the new 200-in. reflector at 
Mount Palomar, and is credited with a number of 
devices used in the optical tests. His many friends 
look forward with confidence to the successful 
initiation of the new telescope under his direction. 

The Palaeobotanical Society and Institute of 
Palaeobotany, luc ow 
ON April3, the n . Pandit Nehru, Prime Minister 

of India and Mi ter for Scientific Research, laid the 
foundation s e of the newly formed Institute of 
Palreobota in Lucknow. This Institute has come 
about as e result of a resolution passed on Septem
ber 10 946, by the governing body of the Palreo
bo cal Society which had just previously been 
fo ded. The president of the Society is Mrs. Savitri 

irbal) Sahni, and the secretary, Prof. Birbal Sa.hni, 
rofessor of botany in the University of Lucknow. 
Both Society and Institute have clearly come into 

being as a result of the enthusiasm of Prof. Sahni. 
who himself is one of the world's leading palreo
botanists, and the keen interest of his wife. On the 
schedule of the Palreobotanical Society are Prof. 
Sahni's collections of scientific literature and fossil 
specimens ; funds up to Rs. 100,000 given by Prof. 
and Mrs. Sahni for the building of the Institute ; a 
perpetual endowment of Rs. 1,000 in 3! per cent 
Government paper, presented by Pandit L. D. Pant 
for the Chandra Datt Pant Commemoration ; two 
scholarships, furniture and laboratory equipment 
given by the Burmah Oil Company. It is also inter
esting to note that after the death of Prof. and Mrs. 
Sahni, all their assets are to go to the Society and 
Institute. Pending the completion of its own building, 
the work of the new Institute of Palreobotany is 
being carried out in a building (given to the Society 
by the Government of the United Provinces) by the 
director (Prof. B. Sahni), assistant director (S. R. 
Narayan Rao), curator (J. Hsu), research fellow 
(R. V. Sitholey), research assistants (R. N. Lakhanpol 
and D. C. Bhardwaj) and registrar (B. R. Agarwala). 
K. R. Surange has also recently joined the staff. 

d Industrial Research 

Academy of Arts ciences, given for the most Page Gove n of 1926, replacing it and its sub-
important dis v · m the fields of heat and light, (!q or amendments by a single Act modify. 
have been a to Ira S. Bowen, director of the eral of the main features of the original 
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