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the action in the Department of Electrical Engineer-
ing, where Prof. A. Tustin has eliminated much detail
from third- and fourth-year honours courses to make
room for lectures and discussions on philosophy,
literature, economies, and the impact of the natural
sciences on society. The students are expected to
write a substantial essay each session on some topic
outside their professional syllabus, and a depart-
mental library of books on non-technical subjects has
been provided. The results so far appear highly
satisfactory. The problem of staff salaries has been
accentuated by the recommendations of the Spens
Report. Whatever solution is found, the effect on
university welfare will be profound. The problem is
not one of standard of living but of competition for
the best human material, without which the costly
measures being taken to give university education to
a greater proportion of the best of the youth of Great
Britain will not produce the resuits they should.
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University of Natal

THE University#of Natal is celebrating at Pieter-
maritzburg on Aarch 15 and Durban on March 19
the granting/of a charter to the University which
ctive at the beginning of this year. Sir
Raymopd Priestley, vice-chancellor of the University
of Bigfhingham, Lord Eustace Percy, vice-chancellor

lson, formerly regius professor of rhetoric and
nglish literature in the University of Edinburgh,
are visiting South Africa for these celebrations. They
are travelling under the Commonwealth University
Interchange Scheme initiated by the British Couneil
as a result of recommendations made at the Congress
of Universities of the British Commonwealth last
July. Under the scheme the Council will award
travel grants to university teachers travelling on
recognized study leave; distinguished scholars
invited for short visits ; and postgraduate research
workers holding research grants. The grants are
made on the recommendation of a committee repre-
senting the Association of Universities of the British
Commonwealth, the Committee of Vice-Chancellors
and .Principals of the United Kingdom, and the
Universities Advisory Committee of the British
Council.

Exchequer Grantgsfor Universities in Britain

Sir STAFFORDLRIPPS, Chancellor of the Exchequer,
wer in the House of Commons on
“I am providing £12,814,500 for
grants to universities.  This amount
includeg” provision for the additional expenditure
whicjfuniversities will incur in bringing into operation
the’revised scales of payment for teachers in the
medieal and dental schools. . . . The progress of the
universities’ scheme for physical expansion necessi-
tates an increase in the amount required for non-
recurrent grants, and I am providing £4% million for
this mpose as against £2,600,000 this year.”

Effects of the Mild Winter
Tae unusually mild weather over the greater part
of the winter of 194849 in England and Wales has
not onl rodliged many remarkably interesting
phenolo%ations, but also substantially
comtrgeictid thelghrious theories and averages upon
amateur and professional meteorological
oBservers forecast a probably severe winter for this

period. Indeed, one London wild-life quarterly pro-
duced in the winter of 1948-49 a paragraph : “Nature-
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wise observers predict an unusually severe winter™.
Their reasons were: ‘(1) There has been an un-
usually heavy crop of wild berries. (2) Squirrels have
been noticeably active in gathering and storing nuts.
(3) Flocks of wild geese from Iceland and Russia have
arrived earlier than usual. (4) Wild swans are arriving
in considerable flocks. . . . (5) In the Highlands the
deer have left their mountain fastnesses a month
earlier. . . .” 1In each case the oft-quoted forecast
had been disproved even so recently as the mild winter
of 1947-48, which followed an abundant berry crop—
the result of a previously good growing season. Very
large flocks of pintail and wigeon have been recorded
on the Cheshire Dee despite the mild winter.

January was free from the cold and snowy con-
ditions usually prevailing at this time of the year.
On January 24 a mallard duck was reported with a
nest of four eggs in & hollow tree at Worcester College,
Oxford, and it had increased its clutch to seven by
Ja.nqa.ry 27. In North Wales the lesser celandine
was in flower from January 9 at Llanarmon, as was
the water-crowfoot, and by the third week dog’s
mereury, hazel and barren strawberry were in
flower. The coltsfoot was first reported flowering in
Cheshire on January 16, compared with the thirty-
five years average date of March 3. Hazel catkin
flowers appeared seventeen days earlier than the
thirty-five years average. The chiffchaff has been
reported wintering in southern England. In Shrop-
shire the chaffinch was first heard in song on January
31 compared with February 6 in 1948, February 5 in
1944, and February 7 in 1943. The Merseyside
Naturalists’ Association recorded forty species of
plant in flower by March 1, 1949, compared with
April 1, 1948.
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The Eyasi Skull

Tae June 1946 issue of the Journal of the East
Africa Natural Histgry gociety contains two articles,

one by Dr, Beakey entitled ‘‘Report on a
visit to the ¥ the Eyasi skull found by Kohl-
Larsen”, a e other by W. H. Reeve on “A

geologi@glereport on the site of Dr. Kohi-Larsen’s
dipdgvery of a fossil human skull, Lake Eyasi, Tan-
galbyika Territory”. In the course of an expedition
to the region of Lake Eyasi in Tanganyika Territory
during 1934-36, Dr. Kohl-Larsen discovered there
parts of three human skuils, together with some
artefacts and fossil mammalian remains. The actual
site is situated on the flats bordering the lake, and
is approximately at the level to which the water rises
during the wet seasons. The fossil human skull came
from the so-called bone bed, a deposit of slightly
consolidated sand. As the Eyasi deposits have not
been disturbed, they must be subsequent to the
earth movements which immediately followed the
Middle Pleistocene in those regions. There seems,
however, no reason, either on arch=ological or
geological grounds, to guestion their late Pleistocene
age, a date assigned to them by Dr. Kohl-Larsen, It
may be added that the Eyasi strata contain minerals
often found in Olduvai Bed 5, which also belongs to
the same period.

Archzology in o

THE Argh=ol

aal River Basin

Survey of the Union of South
Africa ently published a pamphlet entitled
“Bgcly~Mah in the Vaal River Basin’ (Archzological
Sekies, No. 6. Pretoria: Government Printer, 1948.
5s.). This interesting paper includes an article by
Prof. H. Breuil on the earlier stone-age finds in the
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