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be held in New Zealand in February 1949; the 
Economic and Social Council of the United Nations 
Scientific Conference on the Conservation and Util
ization of Resources, to be held in the United States 
in May 1949; and the United Nations Educa.tiona.I, 
Scientific and Cultural Organisation's Conference on 
the Protection of Nature also to be held in the 
United States in May 1949. 

Future activities contemplated include the en
couragement of oceanographic and fisheries research 
in various parts of the Pacific, the initiation of a 
conservation programme for Micronesia., and the 
initiation of field studies in the Pacific area. to further 
research bearing on problems in cancer and heart 
disease. 

CARNEGIE UNITED KINGDOM 
TRUST 

T HE thirty-fourth annual report of the Carnegie 
United Kingdom Trust for the yea.r 1947 empha

sizes the increasing rate of expenditure, which rose 
from £120,000 in 1946 to £160,000 in 1947, thus ex
ceeding the annual expendable income of about 
£133,000. The quinquennial policy for 1946-50 was 
framed on the assumption, however, that during the 
period a substantial part of the accumulated savings 
of the war years would be applied as annual revenue, 
and the Trustees are more concerned at a second 
feature of the period-the increasing proportion of 
expenditure allocated to the provision of services 
rather than buildings or capital assets. 

The largest bulk allocations, totalling £150,000 each, 
for the Bureau of Current Affairs and for the develop
ment of amateur music and art, are wholly con
cerned with services, and this is also true of the 
£25,000 allocated to enable local organisers to be 
appointed by County Federations of Young Farmers' 
Clubs. Although the 'village hall' allocation of 
£100,000 is designed to help capital expenditure, 
payments have amounted to less than £7,500 in two 
years. Past experience of the Trustees indicates 
that grants for capital purposes have been more 
certain in their operation than grants for the early 
maintenance of services, and accordingly they regret 
the present restricted opportunities in the capital 
field. In view of the unsatisfactory position of the 
village halls scheme, it has been decided that when 
the Trust allocation of £100,000 has been exhausted 
by promises, subsequent schemes shall be eligible 
for consideration for Exchequer grants under the 
Physical Training and Recreation Act. For the 
village planning competition, forty-seven entries were 
received and the winning design is regarded by the 
adjudicators as quite outstanding. The Trust has 
also agreed to find up to £400 a year for a. two-year 
programme of pioneer work for young women from 
the Channel Islands, partly by visits of expert 
organisers from England and partly by courses of 
instruction in England. 

The report refers to the passing of the Irish Central 
Library for Students under an independent governing 
body, the Library Council established by the Public 
Libraries Act of 1947 (Eire). Grants to three county 
libraries in Eire have also been agreed in principle, 
and the committee set up to consider the future of 
the Scottish Central Library reported unanimously 
in September 1947 that the Library should not be 
merged with the National Central Library, although 

continuing to work in the closest co-operation and 
consultation with that Library. Some form of con
stitutional link between the two Libraries was recom
mended; but it was considered that the time was 
now ripe for establishing the Scottish Central Library 
on an independent basis, with its own trustees and 
governing body and an initial income of £5,000, in 
new premises in Edinburgh. The grant to the 
National Central Library has been progressively de
creased to £3,000, £2,000 and £1,000 for the three 
ensuing years and will become extinct on December 
31, 1950. 

Sufficient progress has been made with the Shrop
shire Community House at Attingham Hall, near 
Shrewsbury, to justify the appointment of a warden, 
and the Highlands and Islands Film Guild has 
made a very satisfactory start and is now working 
on a programme of six mobile film units. 

STANDARD FREQUENCY TRANS
MISSIONS IN GREAT BRITAIN 

T HE question of radiating standard frequency 
transmissions from Great Britain has recently 

been under consideration. Such transmissions are of 
great value in connexion with the calibration of 
industrial and scientific frequency sub-standards, in 
connexion with work on radio wave propagation and 
also for survey purposes. At present, standard 
frequency transmissions of guaranteed accuracy are 
emitted by the U.S. National Bureau of Standards1 

continuously on the eight frequencies 2·5, 5, 10, 15, 
20, 25, 30 and 35 Mc.fs. from station WWV. Unfor
tunately, on account of radio propagation conditions, 
it is often difficult to make good use of the American 
transmissions in Europe and farther east. At the 
recent meeting of the International Telecommuni
cations Union at Atlantic City, it was agreed that 
the first six of the above frequencies (namely, 2·5, 5, 
10, 15, 20 and 25 Mc.js.) should be allocated on a 
world-wide basis for all future standard frequency 
transmissions. Hence, if undesirable interference 
between such transmissions is to be avoided, all new 
services of standard frequency transmissions will 
require very careful co-ordination with existing 
services. 

In Great Britain, an experimental low-power 
transmission from station GMT, on a frequency of 
2 Mc.js., has been set up by the Royal Observatory 
at Abinger, Surrey, to facilitate comparisons between 
quartz clocks used in the operation of the Greenwich 
time service. Details of this service have been pub
lished recently'. Since no other British standard 
frequency service is at present available, these 
transmissions have been fairly widely used, and a 
substantial increase in power is under considera
tion. 

In existing circumstances the provision in Britain 
of a comprehensive service on a. number of the avail
able frequencies will take some considerable time ; 
but arrangements are now under consideration 
whereby a limited standard frequency service on 
three frequencies will be operated by the General 
Post Office. It is hoped that experiments connected 
with the new service will demonstrate the feasibility 
and value of covering the United Kingdom and 
Europe in this way, and also the degree of inter
ference from and with the WWV transmissions. 
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