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until their masses are reduced below the critical
value. Present available information suggests that
the ejected material is thrown off to infinity, and
hence stars forming in the main body of nebulz such
as M 31 or M 33 have masses less than 0-2 that of
the sun at the time of condensation to the main
series state; but the masses can afterwards increase
by accretion of interstellar matter. The application
of the criterion shows that we should expect both
the nuclei of disk-shaped nebuls and the elliptical
nebule to be almost entirely condensed, but the
main body of a disk-shaped nebula such as M 31
would be largely uncondensed. The highly condensed
state of the nuclei of disk-shaped nebule and elliptical
nebulse receives an important application in determ-
ining the ages of the extragalactic nebule, and
Hoyle shows that these are of the order 5 x 10°
years.
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