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Sugar Industry of the Caribbean 
SuGAR still occupies the first place in Caribbean 

economy, despite the severe and growing com
petition in other parts of the world. The factors 
concerned with this economy are considered at 
length in "The Sugar Industry of the 
compiled by the Caribbean Research Council (Wash
ington, D.C., 1947. Crop Inquiry Series No. 6). 
Some Caribbean territories have been unable to 
withstand competition and have given up sugar 
cultivation, whereas in others there has been an 
increase ; but increase is most noted in production, 
not acreage. This has been greatly helped by research 
work on new varieties more resistant to disease, and 
the study of pests. Cane breeding is now active in 
Barbadoes, British Guiana and Puerto Rico. Experi
mental work with various fertilizers has had useful 
results, and there has been a great increase in the 
import of fertilizers. Sulphate of ammonia is the 
chief fertilizer. The estates without manure now 
form a minority. Another change in the industry 
of cane-growing is the increase in mechanization, 
especially in United States territories. Weeding and 
harvesting are still done largely by hand. Generally 
speaking, there is great scope for the use of more 
machinery as well as for the centralization of pro
duction. 

Development of British Somaliland 
THE report on the General Survey of British 

Somaliland, 1946, conducted under Approved Scheme 
D484, Economic Survey and Reconnaissance, under 
the Colonial Development and Welfare Act, records 
that the 1946 rainfall was higher than average and 
well distributed (British Military Administration, 
Burao, Somaliland. Pp. 20+ 12 pl. 6s.). Tribes 
tended to move more to south-west than south-east 
and not so far afield from the Protectorate as in the 
previous two years. This was due to better rainfall 
in and near the Protectorate, and resulted also in a 
drawing in of Somali tribes towards British Somali
land. Rainfall and tribal migration maps are 
appended to the report. Development of water 
supplies and some minerals should be possible in 
1947-48, and if the survey is continued until the end 
of 1950, a more balanced report, based on the records 
of a seven-year cycle, should be possible and facilitate 
the making of definite proposals for developing the 
country. 

Medical Progress in Chile 
THE Medical Faculty of Valparaiso, formed after a 

meeting of Chilean medical men convened in March 
1912, by Dr. Frederico Engelbach, has, since its 
formation, planned the publication of an official 
scientific journal ; but for various reasons this has 
not been possible until this year. Now the first 
number of this vigorous Faculty's journal, Revista 
Medica de Valparaiso, has appeared. Well printed 
and tastefully produced, it will appear in February, 
May, August and November each year and will pub
lish only scientific papers. As the Faculty's president, 
Dr. R. Gajardo Tobar, says in his editorial, its pages 
are dedicated to those who have studied phenomena 
with objective criticism and express their results with 
the greatest possible precision. The new journal will 
record the more important themes presented to the 
Faculty, summaries of the Faculty's meetings and 
articles by individuals invited to contribute. This 
first number contains articles on hypertension of 
nephritic origin, streptomycin and tuberculous 

meningitis, the therapeutic action of urethane in 
leukremia, and varicose veins and their treatment. 
Medical men in both the Old and the New Worlds 
will welcome this new record of the work being 
done in Chile. 

British Agricultural Bulletin 
British Agricultural Bulletin is a new, illustrated 

quarterly journal published by the British Council. 
It is intended for overseas circulation, particularly 
with a view to the needs of agricultural adminis
trators, university and agricultural college teachers, 
research workers and large-scale farmers, none of 
whom have time to digest the vast specialist literature 
of to-day. In the words of Prof. J. A. Scott Watson's 
editorial note, its aim is "to put British knowledge 
and experience at the disposal of the farmers and 
citizens of other countries" and thus to help them in 
their efforts to increase the world's food supply. The 
articles in the first number (Spring 1948) cover a 
wide field and are written by specialists on the subject 
in each case. General principles of animal improve
ment, war-time farming in Cheshire, the resting break 
in farming systems and new ideas in grain storage 
are discussed in some detail, while of more general 
interest is the account given of the aims and organ
isation of the National Agricultural Advisory Service 
set up in Britain in 1946. Reviews and advertisements 
of books form a prominent feature, and a special article 
in this number is devoted to modern English books 
on agriculture. In future issues, it is hoped to give 
some account of such new technical developments or 
scientific discoveries as seem ready for application to 
farm practice, and to discuss matters of agricultural 
finance, economics and education in terms intelligible 
to the layman. The price for four numbers will be 
15s. (including postage), payable to the British 
Council, 3 Hanover Street, London, W. I. 

Irish Chemical Association Summer School 
A SuMMER School organised by the Irish Chemical 

Association and held in Dublin during July 5-9 
attracted 130 participants, of whom some thirty 
came from universities, hospitals and industrial con
cerns in Great Britain. The courses covered recent 
advances in various branches of chemistry. Dr. V. C. 
Barry, research fellow of the Medical Research Council 
of Ireland, dealt with the subject of chemotherapy 
with particular reference to tuberculosis. During his 
lectures he discussed some of the results obtained by 
the active school in Dublin of which he is the head 
(see Nature, 160, 800; 1947). Lectures were given 
on recent advances in the technique of organic 
chemistry by Prof. W. Cocker, professor of chemistry, 
Trinity College, Dublin. The last lecture of this 
particular series was delivered by Mr. E. R. Stuart, 
Trinity College, Dublin, who surveyed the methods 
of application of infra-red and ultra-violet radiation 
to the determination of the structure of organic 
compounds. Prof. E. J. Conway, professor of bio
chemistry and pharmacology, University College, 
Dublin, who has recently returned from a lecture 
tour in the United States, discussed biological 
oxidation and reduction,. the nature of the cell 
membrane and the chemical interpretation of the 
action of hormones and vitamins, and concluded his 
course with a lecture on the biochemical approach to 
carcinogenesis. Prof. T. S. Wheeler, professor of 
chemistry, University College, Dublin, in a course of 
five lectures, gave a simplified account of the mathe
matical background of wave mechanics and described 
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the application of the wave theory to problems in 
inorganic and organic chemistry. The School was 
opened by Mr. Michael Tierney, president of Univer
sity College, Dublin, who referred to the responsibility 
of the man of science for the uses, good and bad, 
made of his discoveries. 

Physiology and Pathology of Animal Reproduction 
AT the final meeting on June 30 of the first Inter

national Congress of the Physiology and Pathology 
of Animal Reproduction and Artificial Insemination, 
which was held in Milan under the auspices of the 
University and of the Spallanzani Institute, a per
manent committee was set up to organise within 
three years from now another congress on the subject. 
This committee is constituted as follows: J. Ander
son (Kenya), Prof. T. Bonadonna (Italy), Prof. E. 
Garcia Mata (Argentina), Prof. R. M. C. Gunn 
(Australia), Dr. J. Hammond (Great Britain), Prof. 
N. Lagerlof (Sweden), Prof. G. Lesbouyries (France), 
Prof. B. B. Morgan (United States), Prof. E. Sorensen 
(Denmark). Prof. N. Lagerlof has been elected 
president and Dr. Hammond and Prof. Sorensen 
vice-presidents. Prof. T. Bonadonna, of Milan, 
secretary general of the first Congress, has been 
appointed secretary of the committee. 

Revue Generate du Caoutchouc 
"RuBBER DEVELOPMENTS" reports that arrange· 

ments have been made whereby the old-established 
monthly journal, Revue Gb!irale du Caoutchouc, can 
be more readily obtained in Great Britain. Recently, 
the journal has been improved in make-up, and a 
welcome feature now is the inclusion of summaries 
in English of the more important articles. Specimen 
copies of the journal, subscription forms and further 
information can be obtained from the Secretary, 
British Rubber Development Board, Market Build
ings, Mark Lane, London, E.C.3. 

Earthquakes during March and April, 1948 
THERE were at least nineteen strong earthquakes 

in the world during March, and at least seven during 
April. The strongest shock during March was prob
ably that of March 3 from an epicentre near lat. 18° 
N., long. 119° E. off the north-west coast of Luzon, 
Philippine Islands. It gave ground amplitudes of 
160 f.L at Kew. The second strongest was on March 1, 
from an epicentre near lat. 3° S., long. 130·5° E., off 
the west coast of New Guinea. This gave ground 
amplitudes of 80 f.L at Kew. The deepest shock during 
March occurred on March 23 from an epicentre near 
lat. 51 o N., long. 155° E., off the southern coast of 
Kamchatka. The depth of focus was between 200 
and 250 km. The only great shock on land was on 
March 27, when a severe earthquake shook the city 
of Sucre in Bolivia, causing considerable damage to 
property, including the cathedral, plunging the city 
into darkness and cutting off communications with 
the rest of Bolivia ; only three casualties have been 
reported. An earth tremor on March 16 was felt at 
Lourdes, Argeles and Bagneres; but no damage is 
reported. There were no great earthquakes on land 
during April. The greatest earthquake during April 
was that on April 21 from an epicentre near lat. 19° 
N., long. 69·5° W., off the north-east coast of the 
Dominican Republic, and the deepest (200 km.) was 
on Aprill2 from an epicentre near lat. 14° N., long. 
90·5° W., off the coast of Guatemala. Reports for 
these months have been received from the Inter
national Bureau at Strasbourg, the Jesuit Seismo-

logical Association, the U.S. Coast and Geodetic 
Survey and the following individual observatories : 
Cleveland (Ohio), Beograd, De Bilt, Durham, Kew, 
Stuttgart, Toledo, Uccle, Zurich and the Swiss 
stations. 

Colonial Services : Appointments 
THE following appointments in the Colonial Ser

have been announced : R. Wilcox, inspector of 
milles, Malaya; L. St. Clair Bartholomew, fisheries 
officer, Uganda ; Miss E. B. Cheek, biochemist 
Institute of Medical Research, Malaya; D. H: 

soil survey officer, Trinidad; J. Fleming, 
illspector of plants and produce, Nigeria ; Miss R. M. 
Lowe, fisheries research officer, Uganda; L. J. S. 

and plant pathologist, Cyprus), 
so!l Cyprus; P. 0. Wiehe (plant 
patholog1st, Maur1t1us), plant pathologist, Nyasa
land ; J. A. N. Burra (assistant conservator of 
forests, Palestine), assistant conservator of forests 
St .. Lucia, Windward Islands; A. B. Walton 
ass1stant conservator of forests, Federation of 
Malaya), conservator of forests, Federation of 
Malaya; R. J. S. Waddington (inspector of mines, 
Tanganyika), senior inspector of mines, Tanganyika; 
J. W. Loxton (superintendent of surveys, Palestine), 
staff surveyor, Kenya; R. W. Crowther (veterinary 
officer, Nigeria), veterinary officer, Cyprus; C. M. 

(livestock officer, Tanganyika), senior 
hvestock officer, Tanganyika; C. J. Buckley (live
stock Tanganyika), senior livestock officer, 
Tanganyika; J. W. T. Holloway (livestock officer, 
Tanganyika), senior livestock officer, Tanganyika. 

The of J. I. Moggridge (Nature, April 
24, p. 637) should read "director, Tsetse Control 
Department, Uganda". 

Announcements 
THE Lister Medal for 1948 has been awarded to 

!'rof. professor of neuro-surgery 
ill the Umvers1ty of Manchester, in recognition of 
his contributions to "knowledge of the functions and 
structure of the nervous system, made as a Philo
sophical Biologist, practising Neuro-surgery". Prof 
Jefferson will deliver the Lister Memorial Lecture in 
London in June 1949, under the auspices of the Royal 
College of Surgeons of England. This is the ninth 
occasion of the award, which is made by a committee 
representative of the Royal Society, the Royal College 
?f Surgeons of England, the Royal College of Surgeons 
ill Ireland, the University of Edinburgh and the 
University of Glasgow. 

DR. J. T. EDWARDS, who was invited in 1946 by 
the Egyptian Government to advise on veterinary 
education in that country, has been awarded th£ 
Order of the Nile (Third Class). Not only was Dr. 
Edwards able to give valuable service to the veterinary 
schools, but also he devised measures for combating 
an outbreak of cattle plague which threatened to 
become a national disaster. 

PRoF. W. SIERPINSKI, of the University of Warsaw, 
and Prof. F. Riesz, of the University of Szeged, have 
been elected Oorrespondants for the Section of 
Geometry of the Paris Academy of Sciences. 

WE have received from Messrs. Johnson, Matthey 
and Co., 73-83 Hatton Garden, London, E.C.1, a 
catalogue of chemical compounds of the precious 
and other metals. This contains the names of many 
compounds of rare metals as well as those of com
moner elements, and standard metals of high purity 
for spectrographic work. ' 
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