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he explained the geological origin of some mont
morillonite clays. 

Indeed, Prof. de Lapparent was able to combine the 
keenest observation of the naturalist, either in the 
field or in the laboratory, by eye or with the aid of a 
microscope, with the ability to call upon modern 
physico-chemical techniques, to contribute to litho
logical problems. In this respect, it must be 
emphasized that, though he considered himself a 
naturalist, he was fully conversant with many 
physico-chemical methods, procedures and tests, 
X-ray crystallography being among the most helpful. 
He was able to grasp very easily the structural work 
coming from Sir La-wrence Bragg and his school and 
from Prof. L. Pauling. His aptitude for understanding 
in quite a short time the geometrical and physical 
aspects of atomic structures was really amazing. His 
efforts to introduce into petrography the results of 
structural X-ray crystallography, made with a 
pioneer's confidence, began to receive full appreciation 
in recent years. 

.J. de Lapparent wrote with a modern style--rather 
unusual, at least in French scientific papers-which 
sometimes gave a wrong impression to the reader 
more accustomed to a bald style supposed to be 
more fitted to scientific truth. The epigraph intro-

ducing one of his books was the famous quotation : 
"To everyone his own truth"; one of his works 
bears for title: "Defense de l'attapulgite". 

Actually, .J. de Lapparent strived to report with a 
vivid style changes in the earth's crust, because he 
was himself a living representation of these phen
omena. Further, the reader cannot but be impressed 
by the 1 'nging for truth which inspires .J. de 
Lapparent's works and to appreciate the essential 
synthesis which appears in them in various guises. 
Up to the end of his life, .Jacques de Lapparent 
maintained his high standards and his enthusiasm. 
His loyalty to friends, his charming attitude to all 
his acquaintances without reference to their position, 
made him a most attractive personality. 

R • .J. HocART 

WE regret to announce the following deaths : 
Mr. T. R. D. Bell, C.I.E., chief conservator of 

forests, Bombay Presidency, during 1909-20, on 
June 24, aged eighty-five. 

Mr. Harry Brearley, Bessemer medallist of the 
Iron and Steel Institute in 1920, known for his work 
on stainless steel, on .July 14, aged seventy-seven. 

NEWS and VIEWS 
Zoology at Belfast : Prof. T. T. Flynn, M.B.E. 

PRoF. T. T. FLYNN is to retire at the end of the 
present session from the chair of zoology at the 
Queen's University, Belfast, which he has held since 
1931. Born in Australia in 1883 and trained at Sydney 
under W. A. Haswell and .J. P. Hill, he developed a 
natural interest in the anatomy and embryology and 
reproductive phenomena in marsupials. He main
tained this interest throughout his university career, 
making valuable additions to knowledge in this sub
ject. So recently as 1941, in collaboration with 
J. P. Hill, fundamental agreement in the mode of 
formation of the primary germ layers in monotremes 
and marsupials was demonstrated, while in 1947 
strong support was given for the view of a similar 
mode of formation in birds and an incentive pre
dicated for the re-examination of germ-layer forma
tion in reptiles in the light of the work portrayed. 
Along with his interest in marsupials and their nearer 
allies, Flynn contributed work on the Pycnogonida 
of South Mrica, describing ten new species ; on corals 
of the Barrier Reef; on the invertebrate fauna of Tas
mania ; on rare and fossil Cetacea ; and he demon
strated his interest in marine biology as leader of the 
Australian Antarctic Summer Expedition 1912, and 
as sole Royal Commissioner for the Tasmanian 
Fisheries in 1915. In his retirement to .Jamaica he 
hopes to utilize this latter experience in taking a 
serious interest in the marine biology and fisheries of 
the Caribbean area, as well as in meeting the demands 
of the British Museum for local biological material. 

On graduating at the University of Sydney, 
Prof. Flynn was awarded the University Medal 
and John Coutts Research Scholarship; and later 
he received the University Medal for his D.Sc. 
thesis. He was Macleay Fellow of the Linnean 
Society of New South Wales in 19ll, and Rockefeller 
Fellow during 1930-31; he was elected a member 
of the Royal Irish Academy in 1934. In the Second 
World War he was Chief Casualty Officer (Civil 

Defence), Belfast, and received the M.B.E. for his 
services. His many friends wish him a happy and 
fruitful retirement. 

Baron Roland von Eotvos ( 1848 -1919) 
ON .July 27 the centenary occurs of the birth of the 

distinguished Hungarian physicist Baron Roland von 
Eotvos, who in 1891 founded the Hungarian Mathe
matical and Physical Society and was long the presi
dent of the Hungarian Academy of Science. Both his 
grandfather and great-grandfather had held high 
office under the Austrian crown, and his father Baron 
.Josef von Eotvos (1813-71) was at one time Minister 
of Public Instruction. Born at Budapest, the younger 
Eotvos was educated at the University there, but 
studied later under Kirchhoff, Helmholtz and Bunsen 
at Heidelberg, and under Franz Neumann at Konigs
berg. He. became a Dozent in physics at Budapest, 
and in 1872, at the age of twenty-four, was appointed 
to the chair of theoretical physics, and later was 
transferred to the chair of experimental physics. 
Known widely for his invention of the torsion balance 
for the investigation of gravitational anomalies, he 
was recently referred to by Prof. A. 0. Rankine as 
"the father of geophysical prospecting for oil, even 
if a hesitant one". He died at Budapest on April 8, 
1919, at the age of seventy. 

European Meteorological Telecommunications Panel 
AN international conference was held in London 

during .July 5-10 to consider the problems which 
confront European meteorologists in the exchange of 
weather information. The meeting took place under 
the auspices of the International Meteorological 
Organisation, which recently decided to establish a 
meteorological telecommunications panel under each 
of its six regional commissions. This was the first 
meeting of the panel for the European region, and 
it was attended by meteorologists and telecommunica
tions experts from Belgium, Eire, France, Great 
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