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Congress of the Universities of the Common
wealth 
THE sixth Congress of Universities of the Common

wealth will be held at Oxford during July 19-23. 
Some three hundred delegates are expected to attend, 
and observers have been appointed by Unesco, the 
United States and various leal'ned institutions. 
Among the topics to be discussed are : relations of 
the State and the universities; inter-university 
relations ; a critical review, from the points of view 
of a historian, a philosopher and a sociologist, of the 
structural and moral changes produced in modern 
society by scientific and technological advance; the 
balance of research and teaching in universities ; 
general plan for colonial higher education ; extension 
of the university secondment scheme. The Congress 
is being preceded by a private conference, held at 
Bristol during the past week, of executive heads of 
universities. 

Fifth Commonwealth Entomological Conference 
PRIOR to the War, Imperial Entomological 

Conferences Were held in London at five-yearly 
intervals, but because of the War it is now thirteen 
years since the last one assembled. The Fifth Com
monwealth Entomological Conference, to be held in 
London during July 22-30, will be attended by forty
two delegates, eleven representing the United King
dom, nine the Dominions and twenty-two the 
Colonies, Protectorates, Dependencies and Southern 
Rhodesia. All meetings, with the exception of certain 
business meetings to be held on July 22 and 30, will 
be open to the public. The Conference has been 
convened by the Executive Council of the Common
wealth Agricultural Bureaux and organised by the 
Commonwealth Institute of Entomology, which is 
one of the constituent bodies of the former organisa
tion. With the exception of one meeting to discuss 
plant quarantine, all other topics selected for dis
cussion have been chosen because they relate to 
some branch of applied entomology in which out
standing developments have occurred since the last 
Conference which met in 1935; they include in
secticides, biological control, estimation of insect 
populations in the field, control of insects in stored 
products, tsetse control, locusts and grasshoppers. 
Further particulars can be obtained from the director 
of the Commonwealth Institute of Entomology, 
British Museum (Natural History), Cromwell Road, 
London, S.W.7. 

Conference on Biology and Civil Engineering 
A Conference on Biology and Civil Engineering will 

be held at the Institution of Civil Engineers during 
September 21-23. This conference is intended prim
arily for members of the Institution and others 
engaged in civil engineering work where the problem 
of the effect of vegetation is an important factor. 
Papers will deal with research and other work carried 
out not only in Great Britain, but also in New Zealand, 
South Africa, Holland and the British West Indies. 
Among the topics for discussion are : causes, effect 
and prevention of soil erosion ; effect of vegetation 
on drainage and floods ; effect of vegetation in 
stabilizing artificial slopes ; use of vegetation to 
stabilize sand dunes ; effect of vegetation on the 
settlement of roads and structures ; algal growth and 
engineering design. All meetings will be held at the 
Institution of Civil Engineers, from which further 
particulars can be obtained. 

University of London : Appointments 
THE following appointments in the University of 

London have been announced: Dr. J. L. D'Silva, 
reader in physiology at St. Bartholomew's Hospital 
Medical College, to the University chair of physiology 
tenable at the London Hospital Medical College, as 
from October 1 ; Mr. C. H. Gray, lecturer in bio
chemistry at King's College Hospital Medical School, 
to the University chair of chemical pathology tenable 
at the School, as from April 1 ; Dr. H. A. Magnus, 
director of the Pathology Department and morbid 
anatomist to King's College Hospital and to the 
Medical School, to the University chair of morbid 
anatomy tenable at King's College Hospital Medical 
School, as from April 1. 

University of Sheffield 
MR. S. C. GooDWIN has provided £600 per annum, 

under covenant for seven years, to provide, through 
the Cutlers' Company, a fellowship in the University 
of Sheffield which will be known as the Goodwin 
Fellowship for postgraduate work in engineering or 
metallurgy, to be offered in each of the next seven 
years. Each fellowship will be awarded by the 
Cutlers' Company, on the recommendation of the 
Senate of the University. The value of each fellow
ship will be £300 a year, tenable for two years. 

The Council of the University of Sheffield has 
made the following appointments : C. R. K. Blundell, 
lecturer in geology; T. Summerfield King, lecturer 
in anatomy ; A. A. Carlyle, lecturer in physiology ; 
John Fiddes, assistant lecturer in physics; Gilbert 
Y. Kennedy, research worker in the Department of 
Pathology under the auspices of the British Empire 
Cancer Campaign. 

University of Aberdeen 
THE honorary degree of doctor of laws has been 

conferred by the University of Aberdeen on the 
following, among others: Dr. G. A. Currie, vice
chancellor of the University of Western Australia; 
Lord Dudley Gordon, president of the Institution of 
Mechanical Engineers; and Sir John Boyd Orr, 
director-general, United Nations Food and Agri
culture Organisation. 

The degree of doctor of philosophy has been con
ferred on the following, the title of the thesis pres
ented appearing in brackets : C. H. Gimingham 
("Life-Form in Plants and the Structure of Plant 
Communities"); N. Grassie ("A Study of the 
Thermal Degradation of Polymethyl-methacrylate") ; 
H. G. M. Hardie ("Studies on Phosphate Fixation in 
Soil"); R . J. Hay ("The Kinetics of the Gas Phase 
Polymerisation of some Vinyl Derivatives") ; Shih
Chen Liang ("The Study of Wood Anatomy within 
the Genus Larix and the Influence of Internal and 
External Factors Thereon") ; Muriel Mackay ("Some 
Aspects of the Photo-polymerisation of Methyl
methacrylate"); A. McLaren ("Certain Aspects of 
Free-radical-initiated Polymerisations") ; C. R. 
Masson ("Osmometry of High Polymer Solutions") ; 
Gargestwari Narayana Subba Rao ("Physico-chem
ical Investigations on the Muscle Proteins of some 
Commercial Species of Fish caught in North-East 
Scottish Waters"); J. C. Robb ("The Kinetics of the 
Interaction of Atomic Hydrogen with Olefines") ; 
J. D. Stewart ("A Comprehensive Survey of the 
Mathematical Education of Engineers") ; R. B. 
Whyte ("The Photosensitisation of Polymerisation in 
the Liquid Phase"); G. W. Youngson ("The Syn
thesis of Branched-chain Polymers") . 
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