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methods were used as in the above, the only difference 
being that the outer solution instead of being pure 
salt solution was saturated with a narcotic. If we 
compare the above results with the pure potassium 
iodide solution and those with the same solution 
saturated with a narcotic, under the above-mentioned 
experimental conditions, we do not find significant 
differences in the fixation of iodine through the 
vitelline membrane. The differences found are within 
the range of the individual variations in the perme
ability of the vitelline membrane of different eggs. 
In the case of the albumin, in some of the above 
experiments but not in all, more of it was found in 
the outer solution than in an experiment with a pure 
water solution of the salt. 

Thanks are due to Prof. Joachimoglu for advice 
during these investigations. 
1 Orru , A., Biol. .Abstr., 14. 2, 211 (1940); Chem. Zentralbl., 1, 534 

(1941); 2, 1462 (1940). 

EXCAVATIONS OF A ROMAN 
HOUSE 

DR. FELIX OSWALD has now carried further 
the story of his years of excavation at 

Margidunum*. So little remained of the buildings 
of the first-century camp after the Roman demolitions 
in Hadrian's reign that at first the excavator seemed 
faced with a hopeless task; but by the painstaking 
investigation of every foot of the area concerned, 
down to the level of the undisturbed subsoil, the 
greater part of the plan of a building identified as the 
Commandant's House was revealed. Unfortnnately, 
the eastern rooms of this house lie beneath the Fosse 
Way, which crosses the centre of the camp at this 
point, and possibly a hypocaust may lie buried here, 
as none was found elsewhere. 

The usual sequence of two buildings, one of timber 
and one of stone, was found, the first dating from 
the time of the foundation of the camp by Ostorius 
Scapula in A.D. 48, and destroyed during the 
Boudiccan rebellion, and the second erected, after 
the lapse of a few years, during the reign of Vespasian 
or Titus, and remaining in use until the end of the 
occupation of the camp. The surviving post-holes 
were too few for the plan of the timber building to be 
recovered, but the plan of the later house is of a type 
allied to that of houses known from other forts, and 
several of the plans of these are illustrated, drawn 
to the same scale for purposes of comparison. Stables 
may have existed to the north of the house, and 
an interesting feature is a pit contemporary with the 
timber building, which in view of a parallel at Hof
heim, the excavator thinks may have been used for 
preserving oysters in salt water. 

The major part of the report is devoted to the 
description, discussion and illustration of the pottery 
found on the site. The Terra Sigillata showed no 
very nnusual features ; but among the coarse wares 
of the earliest phase (Claudius-Nero), a large store
jar with an impressed stamp of three stars above two 
rosettes on its lower half was an unusual discovery, 
and it is suggested that this may indicate a measure 
of quantity. The coarse ware of the succeeding 
phases shows considerable development, and in
cludes frequent imitations of Terra Sigillata forms. 
Evidence was also fonnd showing that some of the 

• The Commandant's House at Margidunum. By Dr. Felix Oswald. 
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pottery of Vespasianic date was made at the Castor 
potteries. Any discoveries which help to tie down 
the dating of the products of these potteries are of 
particular interest owing to their increasingly wide
spread distribution. Altogether this report makes 
important additions to the mass of valuable com
parative material with which Dr. Oswald has already 
provided us. 

SOUTH-EASTERN UNION OF 
SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES 

ANNUAL CONGRESS, 1948 

AT the invitation of the Mayor and the Corporation 
of Great Yarmouth, and with the co-operation of 

the Great Yarmouth Naturalists' Society, the South
Eastern Union of Scientific Societies held its fifty
third annual congress during June 14-19 at Great 
Yarmouth, under the presidency of Mrs. Jacquetta 
Hawkes. The Mayor, in his welcome to the Congress 
at the Town Hall, where accommodation was 
provided for meetings by the Corporation, said that 
those who were not versed in 'old buildings' could not 
appreciat e the beauty of them, and that societies 
such a s he was addressing opened the eyes to the 
reasons why such old buildings as those on the South 
Quay at Yarmouth should be preserved. Capt. 
Dannreuther inducted the president, and con· 
gratulated her upon being the first lady to hold the 
office since the foundation of the Union more than 
fifty years ago. 

Mrs. Hawkes, in delivering her address upon 
"Archreology and the Present", said that two world 
wars had disturbed the faith in the certainty of 
progress in a way resembling the questioning of the 
story of Genesis by the theory of evolution. She 
believed that archreology provides a sense of comfort 
by comparisons, such as life in a palreolithic cave with 
life at Versailles or the compositions of Beethoven. 
The popularity of the subject is perhaps due to the 
solace obtained from the study of the solidity of the 
past compared with the flimsiness of the present and 
the uncertainty of the future. An education based 
on classical studies has been a great force in 
Britain, and it is of utmost importance to salve what 
is valuable and to adapt it to the changing conditions. 
Archreology can play its part by saving classical 
studies from exclusiveness and isolation. It can add 
intimacy and humanity to the classics to make them 
acceptable to a greater number. 

Mrs. Hawkes said she believes that if the archreo
logical method, in the widest sense of the study of 
material things through all the periods, can become 
an accepted part of teaching, the distaste of people 
of all classes for vulgar architecture and badly 
designed utensils would lead to an improvement of 
our environment and thus to the general betterment 
of all. Archreology could display a vast array of 
cultures which would help us to decide how to search 
for new values and to teach us that mechanical 
gadgets are not essential to the fulfilment of valuable 
lives. 

The Archreological Section of the Union was 
addressed by its president, Lieut.-Colonel S. E. 
Glendenning, on "Local Materials and Craftsmanship 
in Norfolk Buildings", and a paper on "Roman 
Britain as seen in the Yarmouth Neighbourhood" 
was read by Mr. P. E. Rumbelow, who also conducted 
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