
© 1947 Nature Publishing Group

668 NATURE November 15, 1947 Vol. 160 

Discovery of Chloroform Anaesthesia 
THE discovery of the use of as 

anresthetic, made by Sir James Young Simpson. m 
Edinburgh in 1847, was marked by a graduation 
ceremony at the University at which the honorary 
degree of LL.D. was conferred on Dr. H. W: F.eather
stone founder-president of the AssoCiatwn of 
Anresthetists of Great Britain, and Mr. T . B. Simpson, 
a grand-nephew of Simpson. A meeting to discuss 
the present-day use of chloroform was also held, at 
which Prof. R. R. Macint osh (Oxford) and Drs. D. S. 
Middleton and John Gilles (Edinburgh) read papers. 
Dr. Douglas Guthrie, lecturer on the history of 
medicine in the University of Edinburgh, gave an 
address at a reception in the Upper Library, where 
an exhibition of Simpson relics had b eon arranged. 
Dr. Guthrie said that the discovery of 
amesthesia was one of the most dramatic episodes 
in the history of medicine, and with antiseptics ha.d 
revolutionized surgery ; it was remarkable that It 
had been delayed until the middle of last century. 
After graduating M.D. at Edinburgh in 1832, Simpson 
became assistant to Prof. John Thomson, professor 
of pathology, who advised him to 
wifery. H e was appointed professo: of midwifery I? 
the University in 1840, a post whwh he held until 
his death at the early age of fifty-nine in 1870. Since 
the discovery by Simpson of the anresthetic properties 
of chloroform there have been great advances in the 
technique of its to he 
contributed ; and in spite of the mtroductwn of 
many new substances, it still holds its place as a 
general anresthetic. 

Carl Friedlander ( 1847-87) 
FRIEDLANDER's name is familiar to every medical 

student through 'Friedlander's which 
described in 1882. A capsulated rmcrococcus, this 
is not now considered pathogenic for true lobar 
pneumonia , though it may ?'ccompanJ:ing 
septicremia. A native of Bneg m Silesia, Carl Fned
lii.nder was born a century ago on November 19, 1847. 
After taking the M.D. at the University of Berlin, he 
became assistant to Friedrich von Recklinghausen at 
Strassburg in 1874, and five years later was appointed 
to the modest post of assistant superintendent of 
post-mortem examinations in the Friedrichshain 
Hospital, Berlin. The courtesy title of was 
conferred on him only a few months before his death. 
Founder-editor of the Fortschritte der Medicin, 
Friedlll.nder brought that journal to the front rank 
of German scientific periodicals. Among his most 
original work may be his of 
thromboangiitis obliterans and his recogrutwn of the 
tuberculous nature of lupus. He himself was a 
victim of pulmonary tuberculosis, which first mani
fested its11lf about 1882. His "Mikroskopische Tech
nik" was a manual valued by student and expert 
alike. 

Dr. Charles Creighton (1847-1927) 
FouNDER of modern British epidemiology, Charles 

Creighton, who was born on November 2.1. 1.847, 
towered above his fellows yet partook of their foibles 
and frailties. After obtaining the M.D. at Aberdeen 
in 1878 and studying in Berlin and Vienna, he 
practised for a time in heart 
never in his work. He practically hved m the Bnt1sh 
Museum, where he collected material for his "History 
of Epidemics in Britain" (1891-94), described by 

Garrison as a "classic of unimpeachable accuracy". 
To the gigantic task of translating unaided Hirsch's 
"Handbuch der historisch-geographischen P atholo
gic" for the New Sydenham Society he devoted 
twelve hours a day for three years. He was the most 
learned British medical scholar of the nineteenth 
century, who stood for something fundamental in the 
intellectual world of his generation. He was handi
capped, however, by a curious mental obliquity which 
forced him to believe that the generally accepted 
must be necessarily false. Incapable of sharing much 
of the current medical teaching and frequently 
clashing with his medical colleagues, he brought 
matters to a head when in his article on vaccination 
in the "Encyclopredia Britannica" he declared that 
cowpox had nothing to do with smallpox, affording 
no protection against it. This was acclaimed by the 
antivaccinators, and Creighton was ostracized by the 
m edical profession. He spent his last years in philo
sophical isolation in a tumble-down cottage at 
Upper Boddington, turning to Sf!akespeare 
His slender m eans were amplified by a C1v1l List 
pension secured for him by Mr. Asquith, who admired 
his learning. 

Hop Research in Britain 
A NEW research centre has been set up for hop 

production problems. It is situated at Wye College, 
K ent, and is to be administered by the College. The 
Ministry of Agriculture, the Hops Marketing Board 
and the Institute of Brewing will provide grants to 
meet the costs of maintenance, and the two last
named will bear the capital costs of establishing the 
centre. Scientific advice on the programme of work 
of the new centre and the staff necessary to carry 
out that programme will be given by the Agricultural 
Research Council ; to assist on technical matters, 
tlie Council has a Committee on Hop Research, on 
which there are members nominated by the grant
making bodies. The investigations at the new centre 
will include those concerned with soils, cultivation, 
varieties, breeding, diseases, brewing qualities and 
storage, and there will be close co-operation with 
investigations on hop diseases carried out at the East 
Mailing Research Station or elsewhere. 

Atomic Energy Train Exhibition 
THE atomic energy exhibition, organised by the 

Atomic Scientists' Association, was launched on 
November 6 at Livtlrpool by Sir James Chadwick. 
Speaking of the purpose of the exhibition, Sir James 
remarked that the excursion of scientific workers 
from the lecture room and the laboratory into the 
burly-burly of public life was forced upon them by 
the urgency of the situation. Sooner or lat er the 
countries of the world will have to come to a decision 
about atomic energy, the trend of its development 
and the use to which it is to be put. This decision 
will have an important effect on the relations between 
nations and on the establishment of goodwill and 
confidence between them. In order to come to a 
wise decision it is necessary that the people at large 
should understand the fundamental facts. It is one 
of the aims of the Atomic Scientists' Association to 
explain to the public the facts about atomic energy. 
The main feature of the exhibition is the inclusion 
of experiments of the same type that are used in the 
laboratory. The first of the two coaches deals with 
the fundamental facts about atomic energy, and in 
it several Geiger counters are employed in order to 
demonstrate radioactive phenomena. The production 
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