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NEWS and VIEWS 
Prof. E. P. Cathcart, C.B.E., F.R.S. 

PROF. E. P. CATHCART retires from the regius 
chair of physiology, University of Glasgow, this 
summer after having completed almost twenty years 
service in the senior chair of the Institute of 
Physiology. The previous nineteen years he spent as 
Gardiner professor of physiological chemistry in the 
same Institute. Cathcart matriculated as a student 
in 1895 and graduated M.B., Ch.B. in 1900. Four 
years later he took his M.D., and in 1906 received 
the degree of D.Sc. Periods of foreign study were 
passed in Munich, Berlin and Petrograd (with Pavlov), 
and with F. C. Benedict at the Carnegie Institution 
at Boston. It was in 1905 that Cathcart was appointed 
Grieve lecturer in physiological chemistry in his 
alma mater: then from 1915 until 1919 he was 
professor of physiology in the London Hospital 
Medical School. During the First World War he 
occupied an important post in our anti-gas measures 
and held the rank of lieutenant-colonel. Mterwards 
he became a member of the Army Advisory Com
mittee on Nutrition and on Hygiene. He was also a 
member of the Technical Committee on Nutrition 
of the League of Nations, and served on the Medical 
and Agricultural Research Councils. He was for 
many years a member of the General Medical Council. 
Among the other posts which he has held, his chair
manship of the Industrial Health Research Board 
and of the Scottish Health Services Committee are 
probably the most outstanding. 

Cathcart's main lines of inquiry have been directed 
to the study of the physiology and efficiency of muscle 
work, and to the physiology of starvation and protein 
metabolism. His inquiries into the national diet and 
those of its constituent classes were models of their 
kind, and his advice was much sought after by 
Government departments. His most important 
publication was probably his monograph on "The 
Physiology of Protein Metabolism". Many have 
regretted that he did not publish editions other than 
the first. Cathcart belongs to the now very small 
group of men who have a wide interest in physiology 
in all its branches. He has a rare gift of inspiring 
and encouraging the best efforts of his junior 
colleagues. To the outsider he has always presented 
a rather gruff exterior, and he did not tolerate fools 
gladly ; once admitted to his friendship, he was the 
staunchest of friends. In 1913 Prof. Cathcart married 
Miss Gertrude Norman Bostock, herself a doctor 
and one who has contributed to the physiology of 
metabolism in papers to the Biochemical Journal. 
She has been a most devoted and active wife, and 
her contribution to the welfare work of the University 
of Glasgow Settlement has been outstanding. 

Prof. R. C. Garry 
PRoF. RoBERT CAMPBELL GARRY has been 

appointed to succeed Prof. Cathcart in the regius 
chair of physiology at Glasgow. Prof. Garry, who 
was the most distinguished graduate of his year (1922) 
in the University of Glasgow, obtaining his M.B., 
Ch.B. degree with first class honours, has held the 
chair of physiology at University College, Dundee, 
since 1935. Mter a period of training both in research 
and teaching in the Physiology Laboratory of the 
University of Glasgow and at Freiburg under the 
late Prof. Paul Trendelenburg and with Prof. Lovatt 
Evans at University College, London, he was ap-

pointed in 1933 head of the Physiology Department 
of the Rowatt Institute in Aberdeen. This post 
he held until his promotion to Dundee. Prof. Garry 
has had considerable experience in administration 
work, as he has served for two terms of three years 
as assessor on the University Court of the University 
of St. Andrews and as an elected representative on 
the Council of University College, Dundee. He has 
always, since his earliest days in the Physiology 
Department of the University of Glasgow, been 
interested in the popularization of science, and was one 
of the pioneer lecturers in physiology to classes organ
ised by the Workers Educational Association. This 
work, as well as his series of school broadcasts, was 
most successful. Prof. Garry has always been a keen 
research worker ; in his early days his activities were 
directed to applied physiology, and latterly they have 
in the main been turned to general experimental work, 
particularly to the relation of the caudal region of 
the large bowel, and more recently to problems of 
nutrition. He is an editor of the newly founded 
British Journal of Nutrition. Prof. Garry was elected 
in 1943 a member of the editorial board (and is now 
chairman of the board) of the Journal of Physiology. 
He was elected a fellow of the Royal Society of 
Edinburgh in 1936 and was a member of its Council 
during 1938-41. 

East African Institute of Social Research : Lieut.
Colonel W. E. H. Stanner 
THE Secretary of State for the Colonies has 

appointed Lieut.-Colonel W. E. H. Stanner to be 
director of an East Mrican Institute of Social 
Research, the establishment of which is to be financed 
from a grant of £66,915 made in November 1945, 
under the Colonial Development and Welfare Act. 
The Institute will be associated with Makerero 
College, Uganda, which is being developed into the 
University College of East Africa. Colonel Starmer, 
an Australian, who is forty-one years old, is a graduate 
of the University of Sydney and a Ph.D. of the 
University of London (London School of Economics). 
He has carried out extensive field research in social 
anthropology in northern Australia and in Kenya. 
Recently, he has been engaged on research in the 
South Pacific on behalf of the Institute of Pacific 
Relations. 

Redwood Medal of the Institute of Petroleum 
THE Redwood Medal of the Institute of Petroleum 

has been awarded to H. S. Gibson, general fields 
manager, Anglo-Iranian Oil Co., Ltd., Abadan, for 
his unique work on the production of petroleum. 
Established in 1921 in honour of Sir Boverton 
Redwood, founder-president. of the Institute, the 
Redwood Medal is awarded "to a petroleum tech
nologist of outstanding eminence, irrespective of 
nationality or membership of the Institute". Only 
seven previous awards have been made since the 
medal was instituted, the last being in 1938. Mr. 
H. S. Gibson served in the First World War in 
France, Egypt, Salonica and Turkey, and was men
tioned in dispatches. On demobilization in 1919 he 
went to Emmanuel College, Cambridge, where he 
took the Mechanical Science Tripos. In 1922 he 
joined the (then) Anglo-Persian Oil Co., Ltd., as 
production engineer, and advanced steru:iily until in 
1945 he was made general fields manager. He was 
awarded the C.B.E. in this year's King's Birthday 
honours. 
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