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NEWS and VIEWS 
Chemistry in London 

THE Chemical Society, the centenary of which fell 
in 1941, is celebrating the occasion during July 15-17 
(see p. 6 of this issue) by a series of meetings in 
London. \'Vhereas only two overseas countries, 
France and Germany, sent representatives to the 
jubilee meetings, some twenty different countries will 
be represented. Among the bodies represented will 
be the Australian Chemical Institute, the Chemical 
Institute of Canada, the New Zealand Institute of 
Chemistry and the South African Chemical Institute. 
The Irish Chemical Association is sending its presi
dent, Dr. Vincent Barry. India will be represented 
by a distinguished delegation including Sir Shanti 
Bhatnagar, Sir J. C. Ghosh and Dr. Venkataraman. 
Other Commonwealth local representatives who will 
be present are Dr. T. Iredale (Australia), Prof. W. D. 
McFarlane (Canada), Prof. W. Pugh (South Africa) 
and Prof. T. S. \'Vheeler (Eire). 

France will be represented by Prof. R. Delaby, 
president, and Dr. G. Champetier, secretary, of the 
Societe Chimique de France, and by a representative 
of the Societe de Chimie Industrielle. The Societe 
Chimique de Belgique will send Prof. J . Timmermans. 
Dr. H. J0rgensen will be the official representative of 
the Kemisk Forening, Copenhagen, and will be 
accompanied by Profs. Niels Bohr, N. Bjerrum and 
N.J. Br0nsted. Profs . G. de Hevesy and H. Erdtman 
will represent the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences 
and the Swedish Chemical Society. Prof. E. Berner, 
president of the Norwegian Chemical Society, will 
represent Norway. Prof. D. Marotta will represent 
the Societa Chimica Italiana. Prof. Paul Karrer will 
be the official representative of the Swiss Chemical 
Society, and he will be accompanied by Prof. L. 
Ruzicka. A very strong delegation will come from 
the great sister organisation, the largest chemical 
society in the world, namely, the American Chemical 
Society, the official delegates of which will be the 
president, Dr. W. A. Noyes, jun., president-elect, 
Dr. C. A . Thomas, and secretary, Mr. A. H. Emery. 
Other Americans present will be Colonel Marston T. 
Bogert and Prof. Linus Pauling. China will be 
represented by Prof. Edith Chu. 

Following on the Chemical Society celebrations, 
there will be the eleventh International Congress of 
Pure and Applied Chemistry, which is being held 
chiefly at the Imperial College of Science and Tech
nology, South Kensington, during July 17-24, and 
concurrently, meetings of the International Union of 
Chemistry in the apartments of the Royal Society. 
Lord Leverhulme is president of the Congress, which 
is meeting in fourteen sections, one of them being a 
new one formed at the request of France to discuss 
chemistry in relation to essential oils, flavouring 
materials and cosmetics. It is expected that some 
two thousand chemists from at least twenty-four 
different countries will attend. The opening ceremony 
by the president of the Congress and the closing 
session, consisting of a lecture by Sir Robert Robin
son, president of the Royal Society, will be at the 
Central Hall, Westminster, and all other sessions 
at the Imperial College of Science and Technology, 
South Kensington. The last International Congress 
of Pure and Applied Chemistry, which normally is 
held every four years, was in Rome in 1938; the 
only previous one to be held rn London was in 1909. 
The first was in Brussels in 1894. 

Chemistry in Glasgow : Opening of the Henderson 
Laboratory 
AT a short ceremony held in the Chemistry Depa rt

ment of the University of Glasgow on the a fternoon 
of June 25, Sir Robert Robinson named the new 
Henderson Laboratory. This Laboratory had been 
occupied by the Admiralty during the War; and 
the University's share in the cost of its re-equipment 
to provide up-to-date accommodation for sixteen 
graduate research workers in organic chemistry has 
been partly met from a fund raised in memory of 
Henderson's work both at the Royal Technical 
College (1892-1919) and at the University (1919-37). 
Prof. J. W. Cook paid tribute to Henderson on behalf 
of the University and Prof. W. M. Cumming on behall 
of the Royal Technical College. Dr. J. W. McDavid 
(chairman of the Explosives Division of Imperial 
Chemical Industries) moved a vote of thanks to Sir 
Robert Robinson. Sir John Boyd Orr, the newly 
installed chancellor of the University, was present, 
as was also the principal, Sir Hector Hetherington. 
Earlier in the day the University had conferred 
upon Sir Robert Robinson the honorary degree of 
LL.D. 

Zoology at Birmingham : Prof. P. B. Medawar 
MR. P. B. MEDAWAR, fellow of Magdalen College, 

University demonstrator and lecturer in the Depart
ment of Zoology and Comparative Anatomy, Oxford, 
has been elected to the chair of zoology in the 
University of Birmingham. Not yet thirty-three, he 
has had a brilliant career at Oxford, winning a 
Christopher Welch Research Scholarship in 1935, the 
Edward Chapman Research Prize in 1938, and the 
Rolleston Memorial Prize in 1942. While his outlook 
is physiological and experimental, he has a true 
regard for the discipline of comparative anatomy 
which will ensure that his school will be well balanced 
and built upon a sound foundation. It is relevant to 
recall what he wrote in an article on zoology at 
Oxford in Biology in 1944: "It is indeed not com
parative anatomy, but the method of comparative 
anatomy, that makes the substance of Oxford's 
tradition of zoology. Comparative anatomy is only 
p art of zoology, but the method devised for its 
analysis is the method of all creative science in its 
most difficult, fallible, and in a sense most sophisti
cated form. In comparative anatomy, the object is 
not to examine diverse animal forms, which is easy, 
but to appra ise the significance of their diversity. 
. . . If it has ever been said that a man trained in 
the methods of comparative anatomy should be able 
to turn his hand to most things, the variety of 
Oxford's useful researches in zoology does nothing to 
belie the judgment." 

Prof. Meda war himself has a great variety of 
zoological interests, and his research lies along two 
very different lines. In one he is developing the 
mathematical treatment of animal form and the 
process of growth and ageing ; in this he carries 
forward the pioneer work of Sir D'Arcy Thompson. 
His second main interest is a study of the differences 
between individuals. Here come his valuable 
researches on mammalian skin grafting, so important 
in their human application ; his approach to the 
problem is both immunological and genetical. A 
recent development has been his discovery and 
investigation of the curious phenomenon of an 
induced spread of pigmentation when pieces of black 
skin are grafted into white areas of a piebald guinea-


	Chemistry in Glasgow : Opening of the Henderson Laboratory



