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them facilities for study, travel  and recreation.
Lecture courses for such students and other overseas
visitors, an information services department, exhibi-
tions and a series of informative pamphlists are
among the ways in which the Council has sought to
help overseas visitors to wunderstand the British
way of life.

Turning to the functional activities, the greater
part of the book grant has been concentrated on
building up British Council libraries, especially in
liberated Europe. The book review scheme was
extended to cover many new countries, and circula-
tion of British Books to Come was doubled, the
periodical now regching sixty-three countries. Forty-
one brochures in twelve languages were published.
Although the Book Export Scheme introduced in
1941 largely as a war-time measure has been with-
drawn, the Council’'s book copyright work has
largely increased. The Council was also instrumental
in allocating and distributing to numerous learned
institutions back sets of periodicals given by individ-
uals, learned societies and publishers, and as a
further step towards overcoming the shortage of
back sets of periodicals and filling the gap in informa-
tion caused by the War, it has arranged for the
indexes and contents list of sixty specialist journals
for the years 193945 to be microfilmed. One set of
these microfilms will be lodged in each of fourteen
European countries and in China, either in the
principal library where a microfilm reader is available,
or in the Council’s library. Much information about
publications now available in Europe has been
obtained for British organisations, and 533 new
exchanges between British and foreign periodicals,
involving thirty-nine different countries, were ar-
ranged during the year.

‘The total distribution of Monthly Science News
was about 70,000 at the end of March, and the
distribution of articles on engineering and technology
was continued, 113 sets going to thirty-nine eountries.
The Information Section was fully occupied, chiefly
with bibliographical inquiries, and requests from
Moscow for books, papers, and other scientific
information considerably increased. An exhibition of
British medical books published during the War
was held in Moscow, and articles sent to Moscow for
publication included a series on the work of the
Department of Industrial and Scientific Research.
Scientific supplies to China considerably increased
during the year, and the report refers to the lasting
impression on the Chinese people made by the
Council’s staff during the last three and a half years
under Dr. Needham’s direction.

The British Medical Bulletin has now reached its
fourth volume, and sets of volumes 2 and 3 were
sent to liberated Europe as soon as possible. A
selection of articles from the Bulletin made by
members of the Medical Faculty of Leyden was
published in January 1946 as a book under the title
“Recent Medical Science, 1940-5”. About five
hundred foreign and Empire medical journals are
now received in exchange for the Bulletin, in addition
to others received for the Medical Library, while
fifty medical films were reviewed for distribution
overseas.

The engineering consultant, Prof. 8. J. Davies,
visited Greece in the autumn of 1945 to investigate
questions affecting engineering and scientific educa-
tion, particularly the arrangement of courses, the
equipment and libraries available, and the distribution
of British technical books and periodicals. In con-
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junction with the librarian of the Science Depart-
ment, the Agricultural Department prepared a
handlist of British Biological Societies and Journals,
and a corresponding list covering agricultural societies
and journals is in preparation. An agricultural
officer was appointed to the Council’s staff in Turkey,
and original articles were supplied for the British
Agricultural Bulletin published in Turkey.

In addition to the scholarship programme already
mentioned, the educational services of the Council
include the recommendation, at the request of
universities, schools and other educational institutions
overseas, of suitable British candidates for vacant
teaching posts in English language and literaturs, in
British history and institutions and on other sub-
jects. A list of such appointments made or recom-
mended during the year is given in the report,
as well as a note on three specialized wvacation
courses provided in the summer of 1945: a two
weeks special electrical engineering course at Queen
Mary College, London; a residential ¢ourse on
“Britain, its System of Government, of Education
and of Life, and its Ideals of Empire’’ at the
University of St. Andrews ; and a residential course,
at Wadham College, Oxford, in conjunction with the
Oxford University Delegacy for Extra-Mural

Studies.
g

IRON AGE DISCOVERIES IN
CZECHOSLOVAKIA

News of October 19 and

November 3, Pr salon, of Brno, describes
the remarkable disderies made by his grandfather,
" he cave of By&i Skala. Wankel's

1872 have only been described in a
Sdrist guide, “Bilder aus der méhrischen
eiz’’, published in 1882, but have now been
mented by Prof. Absalon’s own operations

N the Illustrated 0%

s

P
between 1922 and 1939.

The cave was inhabited in the Upper Palaolithic
age and has left stratified relics of a ‘primitive
Aurignacian’, a Gravettian and a long Magdalenian
occupation. A completely sterile travertine seals the
palzolithic layers and represents & hiatus, correspond-
ing to the Mesolithic, but the cave was reoccupied
in Neolithic times and thereafter down to the first
Iron Age.

The most significant discoveries of Wankel referred
to the last-named occupation. The cave had been
used as the workshop of a smith, who doubtless used
the rich iron ores of the district. Wankel recovered
and described an important series of smiths’ tools,
including tongs, the earliest dated examples from
temperate Furope, but these unfortunately have
never yet been illustrated. Absalon figures another
discovery that may be of even greater significance,
namely, a ring of cast iron. If metallurgical study
proves that it was really cast—and Prof. Absalon
offers it to his English colleagues for examination—
it will be the oldest piece of cast iron from Europe;
but without microsecopic examination it is actually
very difficult to distinguish cast from forged iron.

The smithy was abandoned when use was made of
the cave for the burial of an Early Iron Age chieftain,
with rites more Oriental than Kuropean. Like the
oecupants of the ‘Royal Tombs’ of Ur, this Hallstatt
chief was conveyed to the tomb on a wheeled wagon
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which was buried with him, and was accompanied by
numerous retainers slaughtered at his obsequies.
More than forty human skeletons were found, all but
five being those of young women. Numerous animals
and enormous quantities of grain were also deposited
with the dead, as well as a fine variety of ornaments
and implements in bronze and iron, characteristic of
the late Hallstatt Age. The body was, however,
burned and the site of the pyre covered with a layer
of large stones.

The illustrations of the Hallstatt objects in
Wankel’s book reproduced here are inadequate, and
a full publication of the relics is to be desired. Prof.
Absalon, however, states that a monograph on the
Palzolithic excavations has just been published.

31l
FORTHCOMING EVENTS

(Meetings marked with an asterisk * are open to the public)

Tuesday, December 31
ROYAL_INSTITUTION (at 21 Albemarle Street, London, W.1), at
p.m.—Pjyof, Hartridge, F.R.8.: *‘Colours and How we See
Thepy’ s Juvenile f.ectu:es, 2)*

Wednesday, January |

RY¥AL BOCIETY OF ARTS {at John Adam Street, Adelphi, London,
W.C.2), at 2.30 p.m..—Mr. Derek McCulloch : “The Children’s Hour”
(Dr. Mann Juvenile Lecture).

BRITISH INSTITUTE OF RADIOLOGY (in the Reid-Knox Hall, 32 Wel-
beck Street, London, W.1), at 5 p.m.—Prof. W. V. Mayneord : “The
Applications of Atomic Physics in Medicine” (succeeding lectures on
January 8, 15, 22, 20 and February 5).

Thursday, January 2

ROYAL INSTITUTION (at 21 Albemarle Street, London, W.1), at
3 pm.—Prof. H. Hartridge, F.R.S.: “Colours and How we See
Them" (Christmas Juvenile Lectures, 3).*

ROYAL BocIRTY 0r MEDICINE, NEUROLOGY SECTION (at 1 Wimpole
Street, London W.1), at 8 p.m.—Prof. E. D. Adrian, F.. S.:
‘‘General Principles Governing Nervous Activity” (Hughlings Jackson
Memorial Lecture).

Friday, January 3

INSTITUTION OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERS (at Storey’s Gate, St,
James's Park, London, S.W.1), at 5.30 p.m.—Mr. H. G. Conway,
Mr. 8. M. Parker and Mr. D. A. L. Robson: *““The Development of
Aircraft Hydraulic Machinery” (Discussion).

Saturday, January 4
ROYAL INSTITUTION (at 21 Albemarle Street, London, W.1), at
3 p.m.—Prof. H. Hartridge, F.R.S.: “‘Colours and How we See
Them* (Christmas Juvenile ]iectures, 4).*

APPOINTMENTS VACANT

APPLICATIONSffare invited for the following appointments on or

before the ntioned :
Eppo, SYCHOLOGIST for the City of Portsmouth—The
g ; Officer, Education Offices, 1 Western Parade, South-
v .
P TPALJOFFICER (temporary) to take charge of development of

cal a mechanfcal earth-moving and road-making plant
required by the Army, and SENIOR OFFICERS (temporary) with high
qualifications in Civil, Structural or Mechanical Engineering, at the
Military Fngineering Experimental Establishment, Christchurch,
Hants.—The Director of Scientific and Technical Administration (D),
Room 27, Ivybridge House, Adam Street, Strand, London, W.C.2,
quoting No. D, 2246 (January 6).
CLINICAL BAOTERIOLOGIST—The House Governor, Royal Victoria
Inflrmary, Newcastle-upon-Tyne (January 18).
SENIOR LECTURER IN PRYSICS—The Principal, Sir John Cass
Technical Inatitute, Jewry Street, London, E.C.3.
ECTURER IN ZOOLOQY, and 4 LECTURER IN MATHEMATICS—The
strar, University of Tasmania, Hobart, Tasmania.
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