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is due to F. G. Watson*, and sbow1;1 the results of 
visual measurements made in the United States on 
the last occasion when an intense meteor shower 
associated with the same comet, was observed. ' 

This complete confirmation of the theory of the 
meteoric origin of short·petiod ionospheric echoes is 
most satisfactory, for we can now count our radio 

• "Between the Planets", by F. G. Watson, p. 129 (Blakiston 
Company, Philadelphia). 

of ionospheric soundii?-gas providing a reliable 
of meteor exploratwn which is applicable 

IJ_l all and also during daylight. Moreover, 
smce It IS the effective reflecting power of 
meteor trails rs mcreased as the exploring radio­
frequency is reduced, we have been able to show that 

pulses of lower radio-frequency, many meteo; 
trarls may be detected and examined which escape 
even visual recognition . 
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Physics at the Royal Holloway College, London ?ontributed to "Psychology and the Sciences" , and 

VIEWS 

Prof. S. Tolansky !? 1_926 he published and Personality", and 
as been appointed to the .. anrl: I_>ersonahty m 1929. In 1938 he wrote 

chair of physics at Royal Holloway College, Medrcme and _Metaphysics" and "Psycho-
University ofk_ , was born in 1907. He went Thesebooksweremeant 
to ege, Newcastle, where he started to psychological rather than 
research-An )Jiectroscopy under Prof. W. E. Curtis. contrrbute fresh knowledge to the subJect, but were 

IJ "'nod in London with Prof. A. Fowler and very because of Dr. Brown's clear thinking 
in Berlin with Prof. F. Paschen, he joined wrde knowledge. _Brown is also interested in 

hysics Department of the University of Man- social psycholog_y, and m 1939 published "War and 
hes r in 1934. Dr. Tolansky has become a leading m Psychological Analysis". In 1940, 

expert on hyperfine structure of spectral lines. He wrth _Prof. Godfrey H. Thomson, he wrote 
has made a number of important contributions and ':!'he of Mental Measurement". Oxford 
has elucidated the nuclear spins for a number of wrll J?r. geniB;l person,lity; he is 
elements : As, Sb, Sn, Pt and B. r I. He has also ?ontmumg m full-trme work m medical psycholof 
studied the nuclear magnetic isotope and quadripole m London. rf 
effects for various atoms. Recently, Dr. Tolansky . t 
has developed new and powerful methods ofinterfero- Dr. Wilham Stephenson 
metry, applying them particularly to the detailed STEPHE ON, who has succeeded Dr. 
investigation of surfaces of crystals, films, etc. These Wilham Brown as or of the Institute of Experi­
methods, which combine the properties of multiple- c olog t <?xfo_rd, was appointed assistant 
beam interferometry with those of wedge fringes, have drrecto n . datwn m 1936. He had previously 
proved a valuable means of investigating the struc- Itwn of. tutor and supervisor of post-
tare of surfaces in a way that was not possible before. gra e students m at University 
With it he has found it possible to measure differences Col _ge, London, had speCialized m mental testing 
of level of a few atomic diameters. and m the correlatiOns of mental aptitudes with one 

another, having before that worked under the late 
Prof. Charles Spearman, who regarded him as his 

pupil. Dr. Stephenson's researches 
m psychology proved, among other things, 

verbal factor, distinct from general 
mtelhgence, which needed to be 'partialled out' 
before correl&tion coefficients between mental tests 
could give mathematical support to Spearman's 

of a central intellective factor, g. Indeed, his 
JOmt research with Dr. William Brown entitled 
"A Test of the Theory of Two Factors"' (Brit. J. 
Psychol ., 23; 1933); and summarized in Nature (130, 
588; 1932, and 133, 724; 1934), was held by 
Spea_rmll;n to be the most adequate and convincing 
vmdrcatwn yet produced of the scientific claims of 
his theory of g. During the Second World War, Dr. 
Stephenson :vas in charge of the work of applying 
mental tests m the Army. When the scientific results 
of this work come to be published, it should be 
found to be of the greatest interest and importance. 

of Experimental Psychology, Oxford 
Dr. William Brown 

THOSE intere · sychology will be sorry to 
hear of the ent under the age limit of Dr. 
Willia r from the Wilde readership in mental 

t Oxford. Dr. Brown retired from the 
dir i of the Oxford University Institute of 
Ex rimental Psychology last year. It was through 
Dr. Brown that the laboratory of experimental 
psychology was re-established-it had been started 
by Prof. W. MacDougall but disrupted by the First 
World War. The Wilde readership was first held by 
Prof. G. F. Stout who, after five years, moved to 
St. Andrews; and then by Prof. MacDJugall, who 
retained it for seventeen years until he accepted the 
chair of psychology at Harvard. William Brown was 
a. worthy follower in 1921 of these great psychologists. 
He had had considerable experience in clinical nervous 
and ment&l diseases during the War as medical officer 
in charge of Craiglockhart War Hospital for neur­
asthenic officers and as neurologist to the Fourth 
Army in the British Expeditionary Force in France. 

With such experience, it was natural that Dr. 
Brown's interests should be directed towards psycho­
therapy. The nature of his publications showed 
that this was so. In 1920 he published .. Psychology 
and Psychotherapy", which was so popruar that it 
p!!!ssed through four editions. In 1924 he edited l!>lld 

Ettore ( 1847-1935) 
FoR centu . he Roman "Campagna" was a 

hotbed ?f On arm, the part played by this 
scourgQ reco_gn,r;ed the "Decline and Fall 

$ :1\Pihan Emprre . It 1s not surprising to find, 
t o.re, that Italian malariologists have enriched 
o knowlec;tge of its etiology and prevention. Before 
1880, medwal men and patients attributed the 
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