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diyergence being practically constant. This is .also 
often the case when the insertions are separated. A 
number of cases are known, how'ever, where separated 
insertions are associated with a more or less complete 
breakdown of the spiral leaf-succession. In Lespedeza 
siiboldi, Amorpha _ canescens, _ and some species of 
Erythrina, shoots can be found in which the arrange
ment of the leaves appears to be governed solely by 
the consideration that two leaves cannot occupy the 
same position. In some instances indications of a 
verticillate arrangemeJlt can be found. Occasionally 
the whole transition from a spiral to a whorled (or 
decussate)" arrangement may be found in a single 
species. Thus in Spai-tium Junceum the · plumular 
shoot has ·a spirarof leaves with· the insertions, or at 
least the lower ones, in contact, while the lateral 
branches have separated insertions and decussate 
phyllotaxy. It appears that in some trees the noi'IIl.al 
shoots have insertions in contact and spiral phyllo
taxy, while the suckers have separated insertions and 

tend to form whorls. . Although it is possible that 
whorls have also arisen in other ways, it seems prob
able that most verticillate phyllotaxy is merely a 
consequence of the separation of The 
prevalence of opposite in so many families of 
Sympetalre may well be- due to the fact that each 
leaf has only a single trace, so that the insertions are 
necessarily separated. 

It is now nearly ninety years since the appearance 
of the first important memoir on this aspect of 
plant anatomy, yet the subject is still in its infancy. 
During the last few decades there have been signs of 
an awakening interest in the morphology of the 
angiosperm shoot, and it is reasonable to hope that 
the primary vascular system will in future receive its 
fair share of attention. 

' Beitr. wi88. Bot., 1 (1858). 
' A mer. J. Bot., 1, 303 (1914). 
'Ann. Bot., N.S., 9, 141 (1945) 
'New Phyto!., 45, 145 (1946), 

NEWS and VIEWS 
rgentine : Retirement of 
ous_say, For;Mem R.S. 

THE Univer;n of t e Argentine have at present 
lost their , the Government having placed 
at the o:tea faculty an 'intervening delegate', 

over administration and direction in 
a moe with the Government's wishes. Basing 
hi c ion on the recent decree of the executive 
power controlling clauses in the Uni"'l(rsity statutes 
concerning the age limit for retirement of pro
fessors, the 'intervening delegate' of the Faculty of 
Medi.ca.l Sciences in the University of Buenos Aires 
ha.s ,informed Dr. Bernardo A. Houssay, titular pro
fessor ofphy!liology, who ha.s a world-wide reputation 
in the field of endocrine research, that he is now liable 
for retirement and is for thwith .'relieved of his post'. 
Dr. Houssay is fifty-nine years old. His forcible 
retirement was followed by a boycott by the students 
of the physiology classes, and many resignations of 
members of .the staffs of Argentine universities, in
cluding Dr. E. Braun Menendez, Dr. V. Foglia, Dr. 
L. Lel()ir and Dr. J. T. Lewis. 

It will be recalled that Prof. Houssay was relieved 
., of his post some time ago by Government -decree, but 
this action W:as afterwards .declared illegal . and 
Ho:ussay was judged ne.ver to have left his university 
position. At that time an independent de 
Biologia y Medicina Exp()rimental was folinded' at 
Calle Costa Rica 4185, ,_ Buenos Aires, with wide
spread · financial support not only in the Argeatine 
but also ,the United States of America and other 
countries, was . staffed by Dr. Houssay, 
Dr; Braun Menendez, Dr; Foglia, Dr. J. T. Lewis, 
Dr. 0. Orias and others. When D:r. Houssay returned 
to his university pos.t after his first dismissal, t.he 
Instituto de Biologia y Medicina Experimental-was 
still maintained as an independent unit; f!;nd it is 
tQ be presumed that Dr.' Houssay has now returned 
to .the of director of this ·Ihstitute. 

at Leeds.: Prof. J. Harry Jone$ 
PROE H a ju8t retired from the 

ch!i; e University of'Leeds which 
h • £ " ast years, and has 
b ' -:m e ' rittis 'professor: . He has ·also been 

given the honorary degree of doctor of laws of the 
University of Wales. Prof. Jones has rendered out
standing services to the UniverSity of Leeds both as 
a leading authority in his subject and in ,the develop
ment of university policy, arid has bui!t up a strong 
Department of Economics and Commerce. Prof. 
Jones went to Leeds with the highest academic 
qualifications in economics from University College., 
Cardiff, and with vahmble experience both of 
university teaching, at Liverpool and Glasgow, and 
of Government war-time' work; in the Ministry of 
Munitions and the Ministry of Labour. He thus 
brought to his work firE;t•hand pi-i1ctical knowledge 
as well as gtaat gifts cif theoretical. ani).)ysis. 'HiS 
outlook has been liberal, and in his teaching, writings 
and research he has maintained the standards 
of academic _ integrity. 

Prof. Jones' work has received national recognition 
by his membership of Royal _ Commissions _ and 
Government committees, including. tlie Royal 
mission on the Geographical Difltribution · of the 
Industrial Population, apd he '\Vas chaii'IIl.an of the 
Nova Scotia Royal Commission ofEconomie Enquiry 
in 1934. He has served on committees of the 
Economic Advisory Council, . on. tnide 'boards, and 
on the West Riding _Agricultural Wage& Committee. 
The probleiJ?.s of finance have always qeen, o,ne of 
main interests, and in this connexion he has· main
tained close contact with :the professiona.l organ!Sa. 
tions of bankers and accountants; 'he has also 'made 

special study of of P.he .coal mining 
mdustry and of bmld1ng somet1es, and has 
prepared a report on road accidents for .the Govern
ment. Prof. 'Jones has contr.ibuted a . number, of 

to the ,Royal Statisticil,lSqciety, Jias been a 
member of its council, and was awardt)q Guy 
Silver Medal in 1934; he has as president 
of Section F of the British His J>ublica
tibns include books on ''Social Econon::iics" and ''The 
Economics of Private 

lmpe-rial· 1nstitute of-E.Py: A,Ne-ave __ • 
. C.M.G., O.B.E. · 

:;t, . . S. :A;_N;¥Ve Ju.ly,fro:rp, 
the- _ p '"of the: Ii:nper-1al of E_nto, 
mdlogy wi be 'ri.iucli regretted by entomologists and 
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others in many cormtries. He was appointed assistant 
director of the then Bureau of Entomology in 1913, 
and filled that position rmtil July 1942, when he 
succeeded Sir Guy Marshall as director of the present 
Institute. Dr. Neave's name is inseparably associated 
with the growth and outstanding reputation of the 
Institute's Publication ; Office. In particular the 
Review of Applied Entomology and the Nomenclator 
Zoologicus (in four volumes) are constant reminders 
of the debt which not only entomologists but also 
general z.oologists .owe to Dr . . Neave. In addition, 
during the four years he was director of the Institute, 
Dr. Neave supervised the production of the bulky 
"Insecta" part of the annual Zoological Record, . 
bes ides editing the Bulletin of Entomological Research. 
He carries with him the good wishes of a wide circle 
of entomologists, and many others, on his retirement. 
He is succeeded as director of the Imperial Institute 
of Entomology by Dr. W. J. Hall, who was appointed 

director in 194. 4 (see Nature, 153, 649; 1944). 

Astr!nomical lnsti t at Amsterdam : 
Prof. A. Pannekoek 

THE · Institute of the University of 
Amsterdam ha ique reputation in the astronom-
ical world M__ centre for research in both stellar 

ar statistics. This is due to the work 
of its director, Prof. A . Pannekoek, whose 

has just been announced (Nature, Nov. 9, 
p. among his investigations was 
that hich first -established a wide dispersion in the 
absolute magnitudes of the hot, B-type stars, and so 
led to the now generally accepted view of the existence 
of these stars in highly localized clusters. Equally 
significant was his work on Saha's theory of thermal 
ionization and on the theory of stellar line contours. 
He is one of the three pioneers-McCrea and Unsold 
being the others-responsible for developing a wholly 
deductive theory of the model stellar atmosphere, 
while his more recent spectroscopic work on the 
brighter Cepheids has already led to interesting 
developments in spect photometric technique. 

. Prof. H. Zanstra 
PROF: PANN K's successor as director of the 

Institute is ·H. Zanstra, well known in Great 
Britain • first Radcliffe Travelling Fellow in 
astroriom anstra's work has been inspired by a 

a! insight, and has led to the widely 
acce theory of the luminosity of the 
gase s nebulre. Equally significant have been his 
irl'vestigations of the dynamics of radiation pressure 
in diffli.se and planetary nebulre, and his discussion 
of the probable expansion of the latter objects. In 
recent years his interest has been awakened in solar 
physics, and he has been responsible for investigations 
on the hydrodynamics of solar prominences and the 
polarization of resonance radiation from the limb of 
the sun. In Prof. Zanstra the Institute has a director 
who W'/ be expected to maintain its great reputation. 

Four-;r Centenar the Birth of Tycho Brahe 
THE Rev. P. tonio Due Rojo, S.J., has an 

article wi title, "En El Quarto Centenario Del 
e Tycho-Brahe" in Euclides of January 

1if, 59, which. briefly. outlines the main features . 
i • astronomical work of Tycho Brahe. As .a 
p tical astrono:rp.er, Tycho re11ol'ized t.llat the question 
of he true syE!tem of the world could be only 
by amassing from the positions 'and motions 

of the planets. His long series of observations made 
possible the discovery of Kepler's laws of planetary 
motion and also . the final proof of the heliocentric 
theory-a theory which Tycho himself had rejected. 
The author refers to his relations with astrology, and 
mentions one of his books which was published- after 
his death, with the expressive title, "Tychonis Brahe 
de disciplinis mathematicis oratio, in qua simul 
astrologia defenditur et ab objectionibus dissentien
tium vindicatur". A similar vindication of astrology 
was the subject of one of his conferences in the 
University of Copenhagen, and his position at the 
Court required an annual compilation of prognostica
tions for the year following as well as horoscopes of 
each member of the royal family. It is interesting to 
know that the formdation stone of Urariihorg was 
laid on August 8, 1576, at a time when Jupiter and 
Regulus were in conjunction and the moon was in 
Aquarius, that is, when the celestial influences were 
most favourable. Whatever may have been. the real 
views of some eminent astronomers on the subject, 
necessity sometimes compelled them to cast horo
scopes as a means of livelihood. A well-known 
instance of this is seen in the case of Kepler, who 
cast horoscopes for princes and other important 
people. Probably astrologers in those days were able 
to ease their consciences by quoting the saying of 
the classical poet, "Mundus vult decipi : ergo 
decipiatur". In spite of his astrological practices, 
Tycho stands before the world as a renowned 
astronomer and an example of what can be accom
plished by patient and persistent observation. 

University Grants Committee 
.Sir Rober Greig and Sir Henry Tizard have 

resigned fr the University Grants Committee. The 
Chancel of the Exchequer has appointed the 
follow· g new members.: Miss D. Dymond, principal 
of rtsmouth Training College ; Mr. H .. L. Elvin, 
p · cipal of Ruskin College, Oxford; Mr. H. S. 
Magnay, director of education, Liverpool ; and Prof. 
E. K. Rideal, director of the Davy Faraday Lab
oratory, Royal Institution. These appointments 
broaden the membership of the committee by going 
outside the strictly academic field of university 
education. 

Commonwealth Travelling Fellowship for the Royal 
College of Surgeons 
A PROMINENT New Zealand industri,alist has made 

an anonymous gift to the Royal College of Surgeons 
of Engla for the endowment of a Commonwealth 
Travel!· g Professorship. The endowment will provide 
an in me of about £2,000 a year, and the benefac
tion is to · be known as a gift from "A New 
Ze and Family". A Commonwealth professor will be 
appointed each year and will generally be a promin
ent physician, ·surgeon or scientific worker resident 
in Great Britain o·r in Australia or New Zealand. 
The appointing authorities are also empowered, how
ever, to elect as a professor a distinguished teacher 
from one of the other Dominions. The professor will 
be required to travel from the country where he or 
she is ordinarily resident to Great Britain, or to 
Australia and New Zealand, .and to any other 
Dominion of the British Co:rnmonwealth, for the pur
pose or assisting in the advancement of medical 
science either by lecturing, teaching or engaging in 
research. It is hoped that the institution of this 
professorship. will not only lead to the establishment 
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