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Hokiang, Kweiling and also 
vestigated with reference to their possible supphes 
to the railways. In a preliminary of 
forests and timbers (to be published shortly m 
English) the forests are discussed under the five 
divisions: (1) the Manchurian Forest, (2) the north
west, (3) the south-west, (4) the Nanling, and (5) 
southern hardwoods forest. In Part 2 an enumeratwh 
of the most important and commonest Chinese 
timbers is given, a most interesting item ; among 
others are Chinese fir, pine, spruce, larch, Chinese 
cedar, hemlock, oaks, birch, maple, poplar, schima, 
red gum, walnut, Chinese mahogany, beech, elm, ash, 
basswood red alder, "other common softwoods and 
hardwoods" whatever that means ; and others with 
native only. A map shows Chinese forest 
regions, and a table of estimated forest resources and 
lumber markets is included. 

There is also a brief account of the Forest Products 
Laboratory, which was organised in 19?9 at Peipei, 
Chungking, and forms a unit of the Natwnal Burea.u 
of Industrial Research at the Ministry of Economic 
Affairs. Its main purpose is to investigate .the pro
perties of Chinese to .their 
utilization. The inquiry m connexwn with the 
of the timbers will be carried out as follows : their 

·proper names, supplies, structure, 
seasoning, preserving and 
Owing to the destruction of the bmldmg. m 
an air raid, the laboratory is now at Kmtmg. Durmg 
the past five years considera?le been 
received from the Fan Memorial Institute of Bwlogy, 
the Rockefeller Foundation, the Agricultural Pro
motion Association, the National WuHan University 
and the British Council Cultural Scientific Mission 
in China. 5J {, 
Royal Scott1sh e m, Edinburgh . 

THE pr.fiiSJ! ve activity of the Royal Scottish 
own by the report for the 

year 19 . Having been cl.osed dun_ng 1939-43, no 
tf!E• s been lost in carrymg out VIgorous schemes 
t 'recapture lost public . and attract the 
y unger generatwn who knew It no.t . . . The organ
isation of numerous temporary 
to a variety of topical and educatwnal subJec.ts ; 
lectures of strong Scottish interest ; the practwal 
support of the activities of outsid? and 
cultural institutions ; the resumptwn of servwes for 
visiting classes of school children and adult 
educational groups, and the regular. showmg of 
instructive motion films, have all contributed to the 
winning of the firm public appreciation which the 
Royal Scottish Museum merits. A .very 
feature connected with some of the spemal exhibitwns 
was the introduction of demonstrations which 
''livened the exhibits and encouraged closer study of 
both processes and products". 

This report and those I_n.USeums .ex
ploring similar fields of Imerest plamly 
enough that activity of this kind wlll be; m 
a necessity if there is to be a general publw apprecia
tion and use of museum services as a whole. The 
opportunity afforded by of 
collections for the reorgamsatwn of the old m the 
interests of the 'new' has not been missed in Edin
burgh, for it is reported that plans for a 
out of the collections were put into operatwn durmg 
the year. Among the several important a?quisitions 
reported, mention may be made of the gift by Mr. 
J. R .. Lockie of a collection of more than 4,400 

Communion tokens (previously on loan to the 
Museum); the Museum's collection of these now 
becomes one of the lar est and finest in existence. 

THE discov of the insecticidal properties of 
D.D.T. (t!}E a, para-isomer of dichlorodiphenyl-

closely followe.d by of the 
of whwh IS e_ven more 

tP'i.ic li'o some insects, has provided a great st1mulus to 
for new and still more potent substances

especially for substances in which it may be possible to 
secure proprietary rights. The two insecticides above 
are both highly chlorinated ring compounds, and it is 
in this group of materials that the search seems to be 
most actively prosecuted at the present time. The 
latest product is a chemical of unrevealed composition 
with the empirical formula C 10H 6Cl 8 • It has been 
produced by the Velsicol Corporation in Chicago under 
the name of "Velsicol 1068", and is to be marketed 
in Great Britain by the Hygienic Chemical Co., Ltd. 
It is a viscous, colourless, odourless liquid, less volatile 
than benzene hexachloride ('Gammexane'), more 
volatile than D.D.T. In solubility it resembles these 
substances, and in toxicity to insects it comes some
where between them. The same applies apparently 
to its toxicity to mammals. More extensive trials 
will be needed before the relative merits of these 
materials can be established and the best uses of 
"Velsicol 1068" defined. It is to be hoped that the 
structural formula of the compound will soon be 
published. 

Early Metallurgy 
THE Royal Anthropological Institute has appointed 

a Mining a Metallurgical Committee to investigate 
problems f early metallurgy, as part of its scheme 
for gro studies of the evolution of man. Among 
the t matters to be studied by the Committee is 
rna s early use of copper. When found in its metallic 
fo m, the element is known as 'native' copper, 
metal of this kind undoubtedly formed the earhest 
sources of copper supply. Samples from various parts 
of the world are being collected by the Committee 
and analysed with the object, if possible, of relating 
their particular composition to of .ancient 
specimens of copper work. The Committee mclu?-es 
the following : Mr. C. E. N. Bromehead (Geologwal 
Survey and Museum); Prof. V. Gordon Childe 
(Institute of Arch::eology, London); Mr. H. H. 
lan (chairman) ; Prof. C. H. Desch; Dr. Ohver 
·Davies (Queen's University of Belfast); Mr. A. Digby 
(British Museum); Prof. C. F. C. Hawkes (University 
of Oxford) ; Dr. W. Lamb (secretary); Mr. T. K. 
Penniman (Pitt Rivers Museum, Oxford) ; Prof. 
Stuart (University of Edinburgh); Dr. H. J. 
Plenderleith (British Museum); Dr. J. Raftery 
(National Museum, Dublin); Mr. B. Webster Smith 
(Copper Development Association). 

List of Awards for Scientific Research 
A FOURTH edition. (June 1946) of the "List of 

Whole-Ti wards for Scientific Research, other 
than Pro sorships, offered by Public and Private 
Bo · reat Britain and Northern Ireland", pre-

! ri arily for the use of the Commissioners for 
t xhibition of 1851, follows the same lines as its 
p decessors, of which the last was issued inN ovember 
1937 (London: Roy. Comm. Exhib. 1851. 1s.). It 
does not include awards of less than £150 a year, ot 



© 1946 Nature Publishing Group

702 NATURE November 16, 1946 Vol. 158 

scholarships for special branches of medicine or 
veterinary science. It also omits awards offered by 
universities and scientific societies exclusively for the 
benefits of their own members, and awards for which 
British subjects are not eligible. An endeavour has 
been made to bring the information fully up to date, 
but the post-war policy of some of the bodies re
sponsible for the administration of awards has not 
been finally settled. Some new awards, founded 
by recent benefactions, may also have been omitted 
through lack of information. The awards are arranged 
in three classes according to whether they are open 
awards offered (1) by private and public bodies other 
than universities or colleges, (2) by universities and 
colleges, and (3) awards restricted to candidates from 
particular localities or institutions. There is a subject 
index tand a general index . 

Sinter d Glass 
A NEW -ell ique for the production of complex 

glass-meta ructures, such as the bases ofthennionic 
i escribed by E. G. Dorgelo in the January 

1946 i ue of the Philips Technical Review, vol. 8. 
Th,l · _ ocess consists in pressing finely powdered 
gla'sll into a graphite mould in which the metal parts 
are supported, and in sintering it in a mixed nitrogen
hydrogen atmosphere by high-frequency induction 
heating. The finished product is opalescent because 
of the large number of gas bubbles, the average 
diameter of which is about 50 microns, which are 
trapped in the fused glass ; but these are said not 
to affect the mechanical properties detrimentally, 
while in respect of electrical breakdown it is suggested 
that the powdered-glass product is likely to be 
superior to that of ordinary glass in which, by mis
chance, air bubbles of larger size h:J.Ve become 
enclosed. 

Ul -violet Radiation at a Height of 
100 Miles 

elescope of August has a short note which 
refers ohe films developed by the Eastman Kodak 

:hy with special fluores-cent coatings for record
i tra-violet radiation. They are to be used in 
sp trographs mounted in the noses of V2 rockets, 
and the ultra-violet radiation of sunlight will be 
recorded when the rockets reach altitudes of about 
100 miles. The glow on the fluorescent coating pro
duced by the ultra-violet light is recorded on the 
film. 

University of Sheffield : Appointments 
REcE:th appointments by the Council of the U niver

sity of Sheffield include the following: Dr. W. S. 
Bul.l!flgh (Sorby Fellow), to be honorary lecturer in 

; Dr. May H. Beattie, to be honorary demon
strator in bacteriology; Derek R. Wood, to ·be 
lecturer in pharmacology; D. K. Hill and H. E. 
Taylor, to be lecturers in the Department of Glass 
Technology. 

Colonial Service Appointments 
THE following appointments in the Colonial Service 

n announced : M. A. Barrett, to be agri
cultur officer, Kenya; J. Bowden, to ·be 'entom
ologi , Gold Coast ; A. Simpson, to be geologist, 
Nig ia; R. C. Clarke, to be land surveyor, Hong 
Kong ; R. S. A. Beauchamp, to be director of 
freshwater fisheries, Research Station, Jinja, Uganda; 

G. A. W. Dove, to be geologist, Lands and Mines 
Department, British Guiana; J. B. Pollock, to be 
metallurgist chemist, Uganda; B. W. Thompson, to 
be professional assistant at the Royal Observatory, 
Hong Kong; R. P. Davidson, agricultural officer, 
Malaya, to be agricultural officer, Uganda,; T. R. 
Hayes, senior agricultural officer, Uganda, to be 
principal agricultural officer, Uganda; M. G. de 
Courcy-Ireland, agricultural officer, Uganda, to be 
senior agricultural officer, Uganda; W. J. M. Irving, 
agricultural officer, Uganda, to be senior agri
cultural officer, Uganda; C.L. Skidmore, senior agri
cultural officer, Gold Coast, to be assistant director 
of agriculture, Gold Coast ; J. M. Wingate, senior 
agricultural officer, Gold Coast, to be assistant 
director of agriculture, Gold Coast ; G. R. G. Kerr, 
conservator of forests, Nigeria, to be regional assistant 
chief conservator of forests, Nigeria; D. R. Rosevear, 
conservator of forests, Nigeria, to be regional assist
ant chief conservator of forests, Nigeria; N. S. 
Stevenson, conservator of forests, Nigeria, to be 
regional assistant chief conservator of forests, Nigeria ; 
M. Perks, surveyor, Nigeria, to be surveyor. Northern 
Rhodesia. 

Announcements 
PROF)\1:. STACEY, of the University of Birmingham, 

will deliver the Tilden Lecture .of the Chemical Society 
on pecember 5 at 7.30 p.m.; his subject will be 
"Macromolecules Sy.'lthesized by Micro-organisms". 

THE Institution of Naval Architects is offering the 
followin scholarships, tenable for three or four years, 
accor · g to the length of the course at the university 
selec d,forcompetitionin 1947: NavalArchitecture: 
Vi ers-Armstrongs, £200 a year; Denny, £130 a 
year, at the University of Glasgow only; Marine 
Engineering: Yarrow, £170 a yea.r. Entries close 
on May 31, 1947. Full particulars oon be obtained 
from the secretary of the Institutfon of Naval 
Architects, 10 Upper Belgrave Street, London, S.W.l. 

DR. A. BOERGER, of the University of Montevideo, 
director of the Agricultural Research and Plant 
Breedi g Station of La Estanzuela, Uruguay, since 
1912 president of the Uruguayan National Com
m · IOn on the Forage Crop Problem, and author of 
s era! books of major importance on agricultural 
and grassland research in the La Plata region, has 
received the degrees of doctor honoris causa of the 
University of Montevideo, and of doctor honoris 
causa in agrarian sciences of the University of Buenos 
Aires. In conferring these distinctions, the authorities 
of the Universities acknowledged in warm terms the 
indebtedness of the. two great stock-raising countries 
of the La Plata basin to Dr. Boerger's life-time of 
devotion to agricultural and grassland research, a 
devotion which has redounded greatly to the economic 
advantage of both countries. 

IN the article "The Multiplicity of Foramina 
in a Human Mandible from the Copper Age 

of Anatolia" (Nature, June 15, p. 792), the author 
as "professor". Dr. Muzaffer Senyurek 

pomts out that he holds the post of assistant pro
fessor only. 

ERRATUM. In the article "Recent Additions to the 
London Zoo" (Nature, Nov. 2, p. 637), the Mau 
esd'arpment was described as in "western" Uganda; 
this should read "eastern" Uganda. 
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