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H. C. lummer, F.R.S. 
HENRY CRo MMER, formerly professor of 

mathematics at e Military College of Science, 
Woolwich, al!d\1'1 metime Royal Astronomer of Ire
land, die<J,ot.i \Orl"ord on September 30, within a few 

llis seventy-first birthday. 
B :r!Vt Oxford on October 24, 1875, Plummer was 

brou t up in a scientific atmosphere. His father, 
W. E. Plummer, was a first assistant at the University 
Observatory, Liverpool, then under the directorship of 
Pritchard, and afterwards director of the Observatory 
of the Mersey Docks and Harbour Board and reader in 
astronomy in the University of Liverpool. Plummer 
was educated at St. Edward's School, Oxford, and at 
Hertford College, where he distinguished himself by 
obtaining firsts in Mathematical Moderations and in 
Final Schools, and gaining the open mathematical 
scholarship ; the study of physics claimed his 
attention for a further year. After a year as lecturer 
in mathematics at Manchester and another year as 
demonstrator at the Clarendon Laboratory, Plummer 
was appointed in 1901 assistant in the University 
Observatory, Oxford, then directed by H. H. Turner. 
A year's leave of absence at Lick Observatory in 
1907 introduced him to spectroscopic work, which 
was then being rapidly developed a:t Lick and else
where in America. In 1912, Plummer left Oxford for 
Dunsink Observatory to succeed E. T. Whittaker as 
Royal Astronomer of Ireland and Andrews professor 
of astronomy in the University of Dublin. There his 
"Dynamical Astronomy" (1918) was written, a 
treatise that reveals Plummer's thorough grasp of 
the principlE;Js of celestial mechanics and a freshness 
and elegance of mathematical presentation that 
stamped the "book as a notable contribution to the 
subject. His election to the Royal Society followed 
in 1920. Next year Plummer left Dunsink on his 
appointment to the professorship of mathematics at 
Woolwich, which he retained until his retirement 
in 1940. 

Plummer's astronomical papers covered a very 
wide variety of subjects. Throughout his life he 
retained a lively interest in the theory of instruments ; 
his last address 'to the Royal Astronomical Society 
in 1941 from the presidential chair was on the 
development of the vertical telescope----to which he 
had made contributions more than a third of a 
century before----and a critical sense of the degree of 
accuracy with which instruments must be credited. 
His clear geometrical insight enabled him to devise 
new theoretical methods-as in his application of 
projective geometry to the determination of binary 
star orbits-and to illuminate methods introduced by 
others ; in this last connexion his paper on the 
mathematical principles underlying Schlesinger's 
method of 'dependences' may be mentioned as a 
fundaxpental contribution to this important method 
of photographic astronometry. Plummer was an 
expert on the 'theory of errors', and he wrote many 
papers on this subject, culminating in his "Prob
ability and Frequency", published in 1939. 

Plummer's interest in various yroblems l'lf celestial 
mechanics was aroused in his early years and main
tained throughout his life. The well-worn subjects 
of refraction and ·aberration found him with some
thillg fresh to say-he was one of the first to discuss 
the latter subject in the light of the principles of 
'special relativity'. At Dunsink he had embarked on 

an ambitious programme on the photometry of 
variable stars, and he was the first, with Shapley, to 
throw out the suggestion that cepheid stars owed 
their variability to rhythmic pulsations. His work 
on the distribution of stars in globular clusters was 
remarkable for the analytical elegance which it dis
played. These are but a few of his many activities 
in astronomical research. His acute historical sense 
must, however, not be forgotten, and especially his 
deep interest in Newton's manuscripts. 

Plummer was president of the Royal Astronomical 
Society during 1939-41, an honour which he deeply 
appreciated. Quiet, modest and self-effacing, he was 
a staunch friend to those who had gained his con
fidence and esteem. In 1924 he married Beatrice 
Howard, daughter of the late H. H. Howard, who 
pre-deceased him by a few months. 

w. M. SMART 

Dr. J. J. Drbohlav 
PRoTOZOOLOGISTS g rally, and other friends in 

Britain, the U es, and elsewhere, will learn 
expected death on August II 

of Dr. J. r vat Prague, where he was head 
of the p rtm t of Microbiological Diagnosis at 

e Institute of Hygiene the War. 
Jaroslav Drbohlav was born at Ulibice, near Jicin 

(Bohemia), where his father was schoolmaster, on 
March 14, 1893. He matriculated at the University 
of Prague in 1912, and took his medical degree in 
1917-during the First World War. While still a 
student he published several original papers (on 
respiration), and during the War acted as assistant 
in the Bacteriological Institute. Soon after the War 
he was made director of the pathological laboratory 
at Moravska Ostrava, where he successfully coped 
with an outbreak of smallpox. In 1921 he obtained 
a Rockefeller Foundation scholarship, and went to 
the United States to study in various bacteriological 
laboratories-especially at Harvard, where he took 
the doctorate in public health with a thesis on .the 
relation of insect flagellates to leishmaniasis. 

On his return to Prague, Drbohlav continued his 
studies at the State Institute of Hygiene, which he 
helped to found and where he was appointed chief 
of his department in 1929. Here he devoted himself 
to various problems of public health and micro
biology, and published papers on many different 
subjects-the streptococci of puerperal fever, spiro
chretosis, t,ularremia, malaria. in Subcarpathian Russia, 
the extermination of rats, blood donors and blood 
preservation, etc. But after the German occupation of 
Czechoslovakia in 1938 he was forced to leave the 
State Institute and transferred to a minor admin
istrative post, and finally retired prematurely in 
1944. A patriotic Czech, he was lucky to escape with 
his life, as several of his colleagues were murdered-

Drbohlav published some hundred papers on his 
researches, mostly in the Czech language, but his 
international reputation rests chiefly on his joint pub
lications with William C. Boeck (an American) during 
1924-25 on the cultivation of Entamceba histolytica. 
This work-now a classic of protozoology- was done 
during his sojourn at Harvard. These two young 
men then succeeded for the first time· in cultivating 
the parasite which causes amcebic dysentery in man, 
and introduced new methods which continue to bear 
ample fruit. Drbohlav himself, indeed, considerably 
extended the first findings during a stay at Paris in 
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