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daily account of the proceedings of Parliament by 
professional reporters, while at the same time an 
impartial balance must be maintained between 
parties in all political broadcasting. The present 
prohibition of commercially sponsored programmes 
will be maintained, and the Government intends to 
take all steps within its power to prevent the direction 
of commercial broadcasts to Britain from abroad. 
The Empire Services of the B.B.C. are to be main
tained and developed, while in addition, many of the 
foreign language broadcasts must be continued in 
support of British prestige and influence abroad. 
These overseas broadcasting services will, however, be 
financed by an annual grant-in-aid to the Corporation 
from public funds, so that the whole of the wireless 
licence net revenue will be available for the Home 
services. 

In order to meet the cost of the post-war develop
ment of sound broadcasting programmes, the weekly 
duration of which is some 50 per cent above the pre
war level, the Government has recently raised the 
annual charge for a wireless receiving licence, and 
introduced an additional charge for the domestic 
reception of television programmes. Apart from the 
provision of adequate service time, the Paper states 
that great importance is attached to improving the 
technical quality of broadcast transmissions to the 
public. It may confidently be expected, therefore, 
that for the next five years the broadcasting service 
in Great Britain will be maintained and improved, so 
that it will continue, as in the past, to bear favourable 
comparison with any other service in the world. 

lo1b 
THE ACADEMY OF SCIENCES OF 

THE U S.S. 

T HE Academy of Sci t e U.S.S.R. was 
founded by Pe reat on January 22, 1724 

(Old Style}, but functioning on November 2, 
1725 (Old a er Peter's death. Its establish
ment was t \;t Peter the Great's scheme of wide

al and industrial reforms intended to 
into line with the Western European 

States. In the draft of the structure and functions of 
the Academy, Peter was guided by the examples of 
the Royal Society of London and the Paris Academy 
of Sciences. In commemoration of the 220th anniver
sary of its existence the Academy has published a 
substantial, well printed and handsomely illustrated 
volume entitled : "220 years of the Academy of 
Sciences of the U.S.S.R., 1945" (Moscow and Lenin
grad, Acad. of Sci. U.S.S.R., 1945). It is a pity that 
the book is published only in Russian, with no English 
or French version, for it provides detailed and easily 
accessible information concerning the structure of the 
Academy and its membership. 

The introduction is historical. The original idea of 
Peter the Great was that the Academy should com
bine research and teaching activities, and this 
conception lasted until 1803. At first, as was natural, 
the Academy had few native workers, and the names 
of eminent foreigners, such as L. Euler and D. 
Bernoulli, occupy the field. M. V. Lomonosov 
(1711-65) opened up the road to a succession of 
brilliant workers in all branches of knowledge. 
These included M. V. Ostrogradsky (1801-61}, 
P. L. Chebyshev (1801-94}, A.M. Boutlerov (1828-86}, 
N. N. Beketov (1827-1911), B. B. Golizyn (1862-
1916}, S. F. Oldenburg (1863-1934}, A. A. Shach-

matov (1864-1920}, S. M. Soloviev (1820-79) and 
many others. But many prominent men of science, 
such as N. I. Lobachevsky and D. I. Mendeleev, 
were excluded from the Academy through the 
influence of the Government. 

After the Revolution of 1917 the Academy grew 
rapidly: 1725, 15 academicians ; 1925, 48 academi
cians; 1945, 142 academicians and 208 corresponding 
members; and of these, 109 academicians and 137 
corresponding members, together with some four 
thousand senior and junior scientific workers, are 
serving at the various institutions of the Academy. 
Before 1917, the Academy had five laboratories and 
five museums, and worked through fifteen committees. 
In 1945 it embraced fifty-three scientific institutes, 
possessed sixteen laboratories, thirty-five research 
stations, fifteen museums and eleven provincial 
sections and worked through thirty-one committees. 
All these dependent institutions are now grouped into 
eight sections: (1) physics and mathematics, (2) 
chemistry, (3) geology and geography, (4) biology, 
(5) technology, (6) history and philosophy, (7) econo
mics and law, (8) literature and philology. 

In addition to the large number of books published 
under its auspices, the Academy is responsible for 
some forty-four periodical, seventy-one non-periodical 
and nineteen serial publications, all of which are 
listed in this jubilee volume, as well as books specific
ally relating to the Academy, biographical, biblio
graphical and historical. There is also a brief but 
comprehensive account of every institute, laboratory, 
research station, museum, library, affiliated society 
and provincial section, and a short biographical 
note on each academician and corresponding mem
ber-in all, a magnificent work of reference to an 
ancient but remarkably vigorous and active society. 

S. I. TOMKEIEFF 
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APPOINTMENTS VA CANT 

APPLICATIONS are invited for the following appointments on or 
before the dates mentioned : 

LECTURER IN CHE TRY, and a LECTURER IN PHYSICS AND 
he C rthern Polytechnic, Holloway, London, 

N.7 (Septem ) 
AS;I TAN HY T--The Superintendent, Christie Hospital and 

Holt di nsti e, Withington, Manchester 20 (September 7). 
As IIITANT T CITY ANALYST--The Town Clerk, Civic Hall, 

Leed , endorsed 'Asst. to the City Analyst' (September 9). 
RE DER IN CIVIL ENGINEERING (with special interests in Hydraulics 

and Fluid Mechanics)-The Registrar, The University, Manchester 13 
(September 9). 

ASSISTANT LECTURER AND DEMONSTRATOR (part-time) IN PHYSICS 
-The Secretary, King's College of Household and Social Science, 
Campden Hill Road, London, W.S (September 13). 

LECTURER IN PUBLIC HEALTH-The Secretary, The University, 
Aberdeen (September 14). 

LECTURER IN 0RGANIO CHEMISTRY, a LECTURER or ASSISTANT 
LECTURE!\ IN ZOOLOGY, an ASSISTANT LECTURER IN PHYSICS, an 
ASSISTANT LECTURER (or LECTURER) IN CHEMISTRY, and a 
TECHNICIAN FOR THE ZOOLOGY LABORATORY-The Registrar, Univer
sity College, Southampton (September 14). 

LECTURER IN APPLIED MATHEMATICS and LECTURERS IN THE 
DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICs-The Registrar, The University, Liverpool 

SCIENTIFIC OFFICER (Senior Mechanical De
velopment and Design Engineer), a SENIOR PRINCIPAL SciENTIFIC 
OFFICER or PRINCIPAL SCIENTIFIC OFFICER (Senior Electrical Design 
Engineer) and PRINCIPAL SCIENTIFIC OFFICERS (Mechanical Design 
Engineers), at the Atomic Energy Research Establishment, Harwell, 
Berks-The Secretary, Civil Service Commission, 6 Burlington Gar
dens, London, W.1, quoting No. 1613 (September 15). 

ASSISTANT LECTURER IN GEOLOGY-The Registrar, The University, 
Reading (September 16). 

CHAIR OF THEORETICAL PHYSICS, tenable at King's College, and a 
READER IN EXPERIMENTAL PHYSICS-The Academic Registrar, Univer
sity of London, Senate House, London, W.C.1 (September 16). 

ASSISTANT LECTURER IN GEOLOGY-The Registrar, The University, 
Reading (September 16). · 

SENIOR ENGINEER, Power Section, Design and Installation Depart
ment of the B.B.C., London-The Engineering Establishment Officer, 
Broadcasting House, London, W.l (September 18). 
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