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NEWS and VIEWS 

Prof. F. Wood Jones, F.R.S. 
PROF. FREDERIC WooD JoNES retired from the 

chair of anatomy in the University of Manchester 
last December. Manchester has had the good fortune 
to house two pre-eminent anatomists of the century, 
the late Sir Grafton Elliot Smith (1909-19) and F. 
Wood Jones (1938-45). The former left Manchester 
for University College, London ; and the latter has 
been appointed to the new Sir William H. Collins 
chair of anatomy at the Royal College of 
Surgeons. The Royal College is fortunate in 
obtaining the services of so travelled and so 
distinguished a follower of John Hunter to restore 
the Hunterian Collection which suffered so severely 
in the air raids on London. Moreover, Prof. 
Wood Jones maintains the broad biological interests 
which characterized John Hunter, to whom the 
animal and vegetable world were kin. As a traveller 
and scientific missionary he stands unique. He has 
taught in several London schools as well as at Man
chester, and has held chairs in London, Adelaide, 
Hawaii, Pekin, Melbourne and Manchester. He has 
written classics in biology and anatomy. Every 
medical student knows his books on "The Hand" 
and "The Foot", and every biologist knows his "Mam
mals of South Australia". His association with 
Elliot Smith produced the "Archreological Survey 
of Nubia". Of recent years a stream of philosophical 
essays has come from his facile pen, and he has 
done much to keep the fundamental biological 
studies of John Hunter, Richard Owen and Lamarck 
before scientific workers. 

Prof. N. D. Zelinskii 
ON February 6, 1946, Nicholas D. Zelinskii, the 

most prominent chemist of the U.S.S.R., celebrated 
his eighty-fifth birthday. The following notes on his 
life are based on material sent by Prof. D. Rodionov. 
More than sixty years of original chemical work 
has made Zelinskii's name known and famous 
throughout the world. He was the first in Russia to 
emphasize the importance of the study of stereo
chemic.al problems, and he has made a personal 
contribution by his interesting investigations of 
stereoisomeric phenomena in the series of the sat
urated carbon compounds. In 1895 he began his 
classical syntheses of cycloparaffins, and discovered 
that naphtha of Russian origin is characterized by 
the presence of these compounds. This discovery 
opened a wide field to his numerous pupils and to 
other chemists, in the study of the natural naph
thenes. Since that time, Zelinskii has continued to 
interest himself in this subject, and after leaving the 
chair of organic chemistry in the University of 
Moscow, he was instrumental in establishing a new 
chair devoted to cognate studies. He has made 
many important investigations with collaborators on 
the pyrolysis of naphthenes to aromatic compounds, 
on naphthabenzination, on the synthetic preparation 
of high-grade petrol, on catalytic processes for the 
improvement of the iso-octane number and on many 
other similar topics. 

In 1911, Zelinskii began his work on catalytic 
hydrogenation and dehydrogenation and on hetero
geneous catalysis. These studies were the starting 
point of a large number of later investigations by 
himself and his pupils in the field of organic catalysis. 

In the U.S.S.R. he was the first to form a great school 
devoted to the development of organic catalysis. He 
and his collaborators have also made a series of 
theoretical studies of the subject of great practical 
importance. His work on contact phenomena in 
relation to the chemical traJaSformations of hydro
carbons, for example, on the transformation of six
membered rings into five-membered and on the 
cyclization of paraffins, must be mentioned in this 
connexion. His general method for the preparation 
of ex-amino-acids and his original modifications of the 
methods of protein hydrolysis are of great interest. 
During the War of 1914-18 he devoted much effort 
to the improvement of the gas-mask; he was the 
first to propose active wood-charcoal for this purpose. 
This work led to further investigations on absorption 
in general and has been developed in the schools of his 
pupils and friends, Prof. N. A. Shilov and Academician 
M. M. Dubinin. 

In spite of his age, Zelinskii is still very active. It 
may be sufficient to note that last year he made two 
interesting reports : ( 1) on the role of the Academy 
of Science in the historical development of organic 
chemistry, and (2) on the chemical investigations of 
Pasteur; and in January of this year he presented a 
paper on the nature of chemical organisation on the 
growth of the extremities of the axolotl. Zelinskii is 
the president of the Russian Society of Naturalists 
and takes a lively interest in the achievements of all 
branches of science. 

U.S. Navy Hydrographic Office: Division of 
Oceanography 
THE U.S. Navy Hydrographic Office has established 

a Division of Oceanography to provide for increased 
responsibilities in oceanography recently assigned to 
the Office by the Secretary of the Navy. Experience 
during the War indicated that oceanographic know
ledge has now been extended to the limit in its 
practical application, and new techniques have 
opened up many possibilities of further fundamental 
investigations. By expanding its oceanographic 
work, the U.S. Hydrographic Office will be continuing 
its tradition of service to the mariner and will afford 
other agencies facilities for co-ordination of oceano
graphic observations and research. The Hydrographer 
intends to maintain a central oceanographic library,.. 
central files of oceanographic data (to be published 
in a special bulletin), and a bibliographic service, 
and to provide charts and manuals utilizing the 
results of the most recent research. In carrying out 
this work, the Hydrographic Office will not only 
make use of the services of its own personnel in the 
newly established Division of Oceanography, but also 
will give financial support to oceanographic institu
tions to permit them to expand their facilities for 
basic research of interest to the U.S. Navy and other 
Government agencies. In addition to publications 
of immediate practical use to mariners, the Hydro
grapher proposes to publish a series of technical 
studies which will be of interest to those working 
in applied oceanography as well as to personnel at 
research institutions in the United States and abroad. 
An advisory committee consisting of representatives 
of the U.S. Navy and other Government bodies is 
being formed to advise the Hydrographer concerning 
oceanographic problems of special interest to those 
represented, and to assist in co-ordinating govern
ment research in the United States in ocean
ography. 
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