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evaporation of metals, magnetic crack detection, 
high-speed oscillography, electron diffraction, Geiger 
connter spectrographs, etc. 

Dolejsek was popular with students, and collected 
aronnd him a school of many yonng workers. 
Much of his work wa.s published in Nature. In all, 
he produced more than sixty scientific papers. 

The War and the closing of the nniversities of 
Czechoslovakia by the Germans meant for Dolejsek new 
and dangerous duties. He devoted himself to the work 
of an illegal group, which substantially contributed 
to the Allied victory. He worked on building a 
secret wireless station known as L 16. The leaders 
of the group fell one by one into the hands of the 
Gestapo, and he eventually became the leader ; but 
he also wa.s captured and died in the hands of the 
Germans at the Terezin concentration camp after 
much suffering, but nnbeaten in spirit. He did not 
desert his cause, for which he fought to the end. 

VLADIMIR V AND. 

Mme. H. Metzger-Bruhl 
WE regret to record that the death in the exterm

ination camp at Auschwitz must now be presumed 
of Madame Helene Metzger-Bruhl, a learned historian 
of science and treasurer of the Academia Interna
tionale d'histoire des Sciences. Born in 1889 at 
Chatou (Seine et Oise) she graduated at the Sorbonne, 
specializing in crystallography and general chemistry. 
Her husband, Paul Metzger, professor of history at 
Lyons, as well as her eldest brother, fell in action in 
the First World War, and her yonnger brother, 
Francis, died in 1941. Thus of these gifted brethren 
the only survivor is M. Adrien Briihl, of the French 
School of Archreology at Rome. 

Helime Metzger turned early to the study of the 
history and philosophy of science. She was an active 
member of the Section d'histoire des sciences of the 
Centre internationale de Synthese in Paris. When 
the Academia Internationale d'histoire des Sciences 
was fonnded in 1928 as the organ of the International 
Committee for the History of Sciences, Helene 
Metzger's name was fourteenth on the list. In 1!t.l1 
she succeeded Prof. Sigerist as its treasurer. In 1934, 
after the Nazi dismissal in Germany of Jewish mem
bers of the Academy, a large group of members led 

by the president of honour, Sir Frederic Kenyon, 
announced that in no circUinstances would they 
attend a congress in Germany. Helene Metzger was 
among those who initiated this decision and was 
marked for vengeance. Mter the German occupation 
of France the Gestapo tracked her from her home in 
Paris to a little pension at Lyons where she was 
writing hard. She was carried off to the fortress of 
Montuc and thence to the concentration camp at 
Draney. Fellow victims who have survived testify 
to her courage and cheerfulness during these months. 
She was one of a convoy taktln from Draney to the 
extermination camp at Auschwitz. 

Of Helene Metzger's books, the best known are 
"Les Doctrines chimiques en France du debut du 
XVIIe a la fin du XVIIIe siecle", and "Les concepts 
scientifiques", both of which were 
former by the Paris Academy of Sciences while the 
latter won the Prix Bardin of the Academy of Moral 
and Political Sciences. 

"Les concepts scientifiques" is perhaps her most 
striking contribution. use a 
phrase of M. Lalande who contributes a preface to the 
published volume-"the natural history of scientific 
thought", she analyses the parts played respectively 
by analogy; by concepts of permanence (conserva
tion) of matter ; by concepts of evol).ltion, parallel, 
divergent or convergent ; and by what she terms 
scientific nominalism, leading to abstractions by 
elimination (epuration) or by indetermination. 

Her most important evidence for building the 
'natural history' is taken from the field of seventeenth 
and eighteenth century chemistry, which she had 
made peculiarly her own. While earlier thought, of 
course, contributes illustrations to the section on 
analogy, the emphasis is on those to whose writings 
we can turn to test the classification proposed, and 
this enhances the value of the study. 

A stream of historical studies mostly contributed 
to Isis or to Archeion followed this volume. Helene 
Metzger was always concerned in tracing the psy
chological implications of the growing body of 
scientific knowledge. She was no less steadfast when 
the question of principle arose as regards relationship 
with the Nazi Government. In her last hours there 
must have echoed in her mind those words of another 
such victim, "Perhaps ye who sentence me are more 
fearful than I". CHARLES SINGER. 

NEWS and VIEWS 
Dr. R. J. W. Lefevre 

DR. R. J. W. LEFEVRE has been appointed to the 
chair of chemistry in the University of Sydney, which 
will become vacant shortly through the retirement 
of Prof. C. E. Fawsitt. Dr. LeFevre is at present 
head of the Chemistry Department of the Royal 
Aircraft Establishment, Farnborough, and hopes to 
take up his new post during the latter part of this 
year. Educated at East London (now Queen Mary) 
College, Dr. LeFevre was appointed a lecturer at 
University College, London, in 1928, becoming later 
reader in chemistry of the University of London. 
During the whole of the War he has been with the 
Air Ministry and Ministry of Aircraft Production. In 
1941 he went as chemical adviser to the Commander
in-Chief Far East, with headquarters in Singapore. 

He fortnnately escaped, not without difficulty, and 
on arriving in Australia took up a similar appoint
ment with the Royal Australian Air Force. He re
turned to England in December 1943 and later was 
appointed to Farnborough. In his research work at 
University College, Dr. LeFevre applied physical 
methods to organic chemistry problems. His most 
important. work has been in the use of dielectric 
constant measurements to solve numerous difficult 
geometrical structural problems such as the identifica
tion of cis- and trans-forms. The method was also 
used for following reaction velocities. His wife, 
Catherine LeFevre, was associated with some of this 
work, and she also carried out independent studies 
on the related phenomenon, the Kerr effect. During 
the War, Dr. LeFevre's work ranged over the whole 
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