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'Paludrine' will be worked out at Grangemouth. 
Drs. F. H. S. Curd and F. L. Rose, who, as members 
of the I.C.I. research team, first synthesized this new 
drug at Blackley, are to read a series of scientific 
papers on the chemistry of synthetic anti-malarials 
at a. meeting of the Chemical Society in London on 
February 7. The third member of the team, Dr. D. G. 
Davey, is just completing a tour of Australia and 
India, where he has been consulting with medical men 
who have actually been using 'Paludrine' to treat a 
large number of malarial patients in those regions. 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul
tural Organisation 
PROGRESS towards the formation of the United 

Nations Educational, Cultural and Scientific Organi
sation was reported at the third meeting of the 
Preparatory Commission held in London on January 
18, under the presidency of Miss Ellen Wilkinson, 
British Minister of Education. The deputy executive 
secretary, Mr. Walter Kotschnig (seconded from the 
U.S. State Department), gave an account of the 
preliminary work done to date, and stated that several 
committees were being set up, among them one to 
dea.I with physical sciences and another with social 
sciences. Close relations have been established with 
the International Institute of Intellectual Co-operation 
of Paris, with the International Institute of Education 
of Geneva and with the recently formed Committee 
on the Distribution of Information set up by the 
Preparatory Commission of the United Nations. 

At a joint meeting of the Committee of the Allied 
Ministers of Education and the Executive Committee 
of the Preparatory Commission of the United Nations 
Educational, Cultural and Scientific Organisation, 
held also on January 18, under the presidency of 
M. Boisseret, Belgian Minister of Education, a 
resolution was passed transferring all documents and 
other material gathered by the former to the latter. 
The next meeting of the Preparatory Commission of 
the United Nations Educational, Cultural and 
Scientific Organisation will be held in London on 
February II, when committees on physical sciences, 
social sciences, arts and letters, etc., will be formally 
constituted and their programmes outlined. 

Radar Echoes from the Moon 
AccORDING to recent announcements in the daily 

Press, scientists of the U.S. Army Signal Corps have 
succeeded in detecting, with the aid of specially 
designed radar equipment, echoes of radio waves 
reflected from the moon. The possibility of such an 
achievement was foreshadowed by Sir Edward 
Appleton in his Kelvin Lecture to the Institution of 
Electrical Engineers delivereq in April 1945. A 
similar prediction was made independently by Pietro 
Lombardini in a paper entitled "The Possibilities of 
Astronomical Radio Soundings with Metre Waves" 
(Oommentationes-Pont. Acad. Sci., 8, No. 2, 13; 
1944). In the latter paper, the author estimates that 
by using a wave-length of 1·5 m. and a large aerial 
array for both transmission and reception, it should 
be just practicable to detect a radio echo from the 
moon, although it would appear to be problematical 
whether this technique could be extended to the 
planets. In Sir Edward Appleton's lecture (lnst. 
Elect. Eng., 92, Pt. 1, 340 ; Sept. 1945), the relevant 
formula was given for the energy we might expect to 
get back from the moon if a beam of radio waves was 
directed on to it. It was calculated that, with a 

powerful sender, and with sending and recetvmg 
aerials of high gain, it should be possible to get back 
detectable radio echoes after their 2! sec. journey to 
the moon and back. The success of the experiments 
just announced from America would appear to afford 
a confirmation of the accuracy of this prediction. 
These experiments are to be distinguished from those 
made a few years ago in various countries, during 
which a radio wave component in the solar radiation 
spectrum was detected on a very sensitive receiver of 
the type used for radiolocation (see, for example : 
"Radio Waves from the Sun", Nature, Sept. 1, 1945, 
p. 273). 

Association of British Zoologists 
THE eleventh annual meeting of the Association of 

British Zoologists was held on January 12. In the 
absence of the president, Prof. James Ritchie, the 
vice-chairman of the Council, Prof. C. H. O'Donoghue, 
took the chair. The morning session was devoted to 
the business meeting of the Association, and there 
was a considerable discussion as to the future 
policy of the Association. The office-bearers and 
Council for the year 1946 are: President, Dr. 
Edward Hindle; Hon. Secretary, Dr. John Smart, 
British Museum (Natural History), Cromwell Road, 
London, S.W.7; Hon. Treasurer, Dr. A. G. Hamilton, 
Royal Veterinary College, Royal College Street, 
London, N.W.l; New Members of Council, Prof. 
F. W. Rogers Brambell, Prof. A. C. Hardy, Prof. 
A. D. Hobson, Prof. J. H. Orton and Dr. C. F. A. 
Pantin. 

The afternoon session was presided over by the new 
president. The general topic for the afternoon was 
the "Contributions of Zoological Research towards 
the War-effort". Opening the discussion, Dr. C. 
Elton gave the meeting an outline of the principles 
lying behind modern methods of rodent control, with 
particular reference to rats and rabbits. Dr. B. P. 
Uvarov and Dr. D. L. Gunn discussed the work of the 
Anti-Locust Research Centre and exhibited a cine
matograph film, in colour, of the spraying of locusts 
from the air in East Africa. Concluding the meeting, 
Prof. D. M. S. Watson spoke on the fundamental 
principles that had to be taken into consideration 
when making plans such as those made for the 
food supply of Great Britain during the war years. 

Institute of Physics : Industrial Spectroscopic 
Group 
AT a meeting held in London on January 23 an 

Industrial Spectroscopic Group was formed under the 
auspices of the Institute of Physics. Mr. F. Twyman, 
of Adam Hilger, Ltd., was elected chairman of the 
Group and Mr. E. H. S. Van Someren, of Murex 
Welding Processes, Ltd., honorary secretary. The 
following were elected to serve as the first committee : 
Lieut.-Cmdr. J. Convey (Admiralty Laboratory, 
Sheffield); Mr. B. S. Cooper (Research Laboratory, 
General Electric Co., Ltd.); Prof. H. Dingle (Imperial 
College, London); Dr. A. G. Quarrell (British Non
Ferrous Metals Research Association); Mr. E. W. H. 
Selwyn (Research Department, Messrs. Kodak, Ltd.) ; 
Mr. D. M. Smith (Messrs. Johnson Matthey & Co., 
Ltd.); Dr. S.D. Steele (Messrs. Babcock & Wilcox, 
Ltd., Glasgow) ; Mr. A. Walsh (British Non-Ferrous 
Metals Research Association). This is the fourth 
subject group to be formed by the Institute. Their 
object is to provide regular opportunities for the 
interchange of knowledge and experience between 


	Radar Echoes from the Moon



