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the last five-year period ended in 1941, the Council 
was kept in being throughout the War thanks to 
the efforts of its president, Dr. Johan Hjort, aided 
by financial contributions from several Continental 
countries, including substantial additional subsidies 
from Denmark. At the recent meeting Dr. Hjort 
(Norway) was re-elected president, and the following 
four vice-presidents were appointed to constitute, 
with the president, the Bureau or Executive Com
mittee: Mr. A. T. A. Dobson (Great Britain), Prof. 
Martin Knudsen (Denmark), Dr. K. A. Andersson 
(Sweden) and M. Pierre Tissier (France). Dr. H. 
Blegvad (Denmark) was appointed general secretary 
in succession to the late Capt. Nellemose, who fell a 
victim to the Nazis. The scientific work of the Council 
is organized by a number of area committees, which 
draw up co-operative programmes of research that 
are reviewed by the Consultative Committee. The 
great majority of these committees were re-established 
at the recent meeting and agreement reached as to 
the lines of work to be pursued for the ensuing year. 
Dr. E. S. Russell (Great Britain) was reappointed 
chairman of the Consultative Committee. 

The Council, which was formally founded in 1902 
and, through the courtesy of the Danish Government, 
has its headquarters near Copenhagen, has now 
survived two wars and has proved itself one of the 
most successful organizations set up to co-ordinate 
scientific research on an international basis. It con
cerns itself primarily with the investigation of fishery 
problems, together with the cognate problems of 
marine biology and hydrography. It has published 
a long series of scientific reports and valuable annual 
summaries of fishery statistics and hydrographical 
data. Its journal, suspended during the War, will, 
it is hoped, reappear early next year. The recent 
meeting was well attended, especially by Scandin
avian members. The British delegates were Mr. 
A. T. A. Dobson and Mr. J. E. de Watteville, the 
fisheries secretaries for England and Scotland, 
respectively, and the British delegation included Sir 
John Edgell, lately hydrographer to the Navy. 

Nicolas Lemery (1645-1715) 
AMoNG the students of medicine and pharmacy 

who did good work during what has been called "the 
dawn of scientific chemistry" was the Frenchman 
Nicolas Lemery, the tercentenary of whose birth falls 
on November 17. He was born at Rouen, and as a 
youth he spent some years with Glazer at the Jardin 
du Roi in Paris, but found his master much imbued 
with the dreams of the alchemists. Proceeding to 
the University of Montpelier, he spent three years 
studying medicine, pharmacy and natural history, 
and then after travelling through various parts of 
France took up his residence in Paris. By his 
lectures he gained a wide reputation which was much 
enhanced by the publication in 1675 of his "Cours de 
Chymie", which in eighty years went through thir
teen editions and was translated into Latin, German, 
Italian, Spanish and English. Scarcely had he 
sprung into fame than, through being a Calvinist, he 
found himself threatened by persecution and, like 
many of his countrymen, fled to England. Embracing 
Catholicism, however, he was enabled to return to 
France and resume his lecturing, and in 1699 was 
elected a member of the Royal Academy of Sciences. 
Among his other writings were his "Pharmacopee 
universelle" and his "Traite universe! des drogues 
simple", both published in 1697. "Chemistry," he 
said, "is a science of observation, it can only be based 

on what is palpable and demonstrative." Thomas 
Thomson wrote of him that he was "The first French
man who completely stripped chemistry of its 
mysticism, and presented it to the world in all its 
native simplicity". Lemery died in Paris on June 19, 
1715, leaving a son, Louis (1677-1743), who held 
important medical appointments in the French 
capital and published several books. 

Karel Vrba ( 1845-1922) 
PROMINENT among men of science in Bohemia 

towards the end of last century was Karel Vrba. 
Born at Klatovy in west Bohemia on November 10, 
1845, he studied science at Prague and graduated 
in 1868, first becoming assistant to the professor of 
mineralogy, Dr. V. von Zepharovich, and later docent 
in petrography. Then he was appointed professor 
of mineralogy at Czemowitz in Bukovina, returning 
to Prague in the same capacity in 1881 when the 
Czech University was reinstated. At this time there 
was a complete overhauling of the old collection of 
minerals, to which Vrba constantly added more to 
make it as complete and representative as possible. 
He gave the first detailed descriptions (sometimes as 
long monographs) of twenty-nine minerals, mostly 
occurring locally though a few came from abroad, 
including one from Bolivia. The accounts of stephan
ita (1895) and the beryls of Pisek (1888) are regarded 
as Czech classics in science. 

For teaching purposes, Vrba constructed special 
crystal models that were produced in tens of thousands 
and were used in all parts of the world, although 
their origin was not always attributed to him. He 
was prominent in the movement that led to the 
foundation of the Czech Academy of Science in 1890. 
Since 1869 there had been a Natural Science Club 
in Prague, and Vrba attended the lectures and joined 
in the biological and geological excursions. Never
theless there was a need for a more august body for 
the discussion and publication of original researches. 
The Academy soon became the leading Czech scien
tific institution. Vrba retired in 1912 and lived 
through the First World War to see the early years of 
the Czechoslovak Republic, though he was too infirm 
to take an active part in the rapid expansion of 
scientific activities that occurred after 1918. Besides 
other foreign connexions, he was an honorary member 
of the Leningrad and Odessa scientific societies. 

Announcements 
THE following have been elected honorary members 

of the Institution of Civil Engineers : Field Marshal 
the Ron. Sir Harold Alexander and Sir Edward 
Appleton. 

Sm LA WRENOE BRAGG is visiting Portugal under 
the auspices of the British Council to lecture on 
"Some Problems of the Metallic State" and on matters 
connected with X-rays. He will lecture in Lisbon, 
Oporto and probably also Coimbra. 

Sm GEORGE STAPLEDON is to retire from the post 
of director of the Grassland Improvement Station 
on December 31. Sir George undertook to organize 
and direct the work of the Station as a war-time 
task, and now wishes to be relieved of these respon
sibilities. 

AN exhibition is being arranged at the Curtis 
Museum, Alton, Rants, during January 11, 12 and 14, 
1946, to commemorate the bicentenary of William 
C;rrtis (1746-99), founder of Curtis's Botanical Maga

who was born at Alton. 
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